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FERTILIE FIJ This is where the Sigatoka River joins the sea on the
south-west coast of Viti Levu. The small township
of Sigatoka can be seen on the left bank; cane-fields and the Queen’s Road to
Suva over the bridge on the right. The river is not navigable for any distance,
3 valley road extends only a few miles. Further up, the valley opens out
f the most fertile river flats in the Colony, eminently suitable for an
f the already flourishing dairying industry of Fiji. Sigatoka has the
ftednalliti Tevu, being between the extreme wet and extreme dry zones.

It has become popular in late years as a haven for retired people.

—Photo by Whites Aviation, Ltd.

ansmission by post as a newspaper] 1 / -
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.‘ ITALLY important Air Mail is Number 1 Priority on the
Qantas Empire Air Route. Millions upon millions of letters fiy the
world’s longest air hop of 3,500 miles non-stop across the Indian
Ocean—an important link in the Australia-England Air Com-
munication chain,

Thus does Qantas carry on with a once wartime job that is now
so essential to peacetime development on Empire Air Communi-
cation—on His Majesty’s Service, and yours!
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PACIFIC NEWS-REVIEW

Jan. 18: Certain members of the TS
Senate have banded together to fight any
move to have international control or
supervision over enemy islands in the
Pacific which were captured by the
Americans during the war, and whose
continued fortification is considered essen-
tial to American security needs.

Jan, 20: The Persian delegation to UNO
(which is now meeting in London) has
decided to bring Persia's dispute with
Russia to the notice of the Security
Council. Fersia is demanding a cessa-
tion of allezed Russian support for the
autonomy movement in the torthern pro-
vinces of Persia and the removal from
the country of Russian and British garri-
sons, The settlement of this dispute will
be UNO's first test.

Jan. 20; The British Ambassador to
Russia, Sir Archibald Clark Kerr, who was
in London attending the UNO Conference,
i= on his way to Batavia as a special
ambassador. The move has the approval
of the Netherlands Government.

Jan. 21: General de Gaulle has re-
signed as President of France and is
leaving Paris. He says his decision is
jrrevocable, and that he never intended
to retaln power once he considered his
task completed and Frances transitional
period completed.

Jan. 22: Apparently as a diversionary
move to Persia's request to UNO, Russia
has demanded an inquiry, by the Security
Couneil, into Britain’s conduet in Greece
and Indonesia.

Jan, 24: Felix Gouin, a Socialist, has
been elected Premier of France In sucees-,
sion to de Gaulle, and is attempting to
form a Cabinet. French obseryers, how-
ever, do not expect his Government to
aave a very long life.

Jan. 26: Mr. Churchill has sold a copy
of the speech which he made to a secret
session of the House of Commons in
April, 1942, concerning the fall of Singa-

re, to an American magazine for pub-
Bgatian, In the speech Mr, Churchill
said that 100,000 defenders of Singapore
surrendered  to 30,000 Japanese; that
there was much recrimination: that the
Australians blamed Indian troons, and
others disperaged the Australians. There
has been ouick reaction in Australia
where some individuals and organisations
imagine the ATF has been libelled; and a
demand for a public inguiry.

Jan. 23: The Lieut-Governor of the
Netherlands, Dr. van Mook, will present
a 15-point plan, which he recently
brought from Holland, to the Indonesian
“Premier” Siahrir when the British
special Ambassador, Sir Archibald Clark
Kerr, arrives in early February.

Jan. 40: M. Trygve Lie, Norwegian
Foreign Minister, has been selected by
UNO as Secretarv-General. The Big Five
selected him for his capabilities and be-
cause the choice of a Norwegian ruled
out any suggestion of influence by the
Great Powers. He will be chief adminis-
frative officer of UNO.

Jan, 30: Mr. Harry Hopkins, the lafe
President  Roosevelt’s most trusted ad-
viser. died to-day after a long illness.

Jan. 30: Affer lengthy and bitter dis-
cussion. UNO decided to leave the Per-
sian complaint to amicable adjustment
between Persia and Russia.

Feb. 1: The Soviet delegate tn TUNO
Hiisias cotaaigios, that Beitian Toroos u

il GOy tha lish forces are
%‘:Eomng and y 1

NOTES AND COMMENT ON
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
FROM JAN. 18 to FEB. 10

Yalta, Berlin and Moscow Conferences,
After the Russian case is stated, replies
will be made by British and Greek repre-
sentatives.

Feb. 4! Concurrently with a Soviet
press campaign against Britain, the Rus-
sian delegate to UNO accused the
British Foreign Minister, Mr. Bevin, of
presenting the facts about Britain's pre-
sence in Greece “very carelessly.” He has
repeated the Soviet's demand for the im-
mediate and unconditional withdrawal of
British troops from Greece, but so far
has not asked the Council to take action.
If a vote is taken, seven other members
beside Russia must vote for withdrawal;
this is considered unlikely. Mr. Bevin
has repudiated the Russian suggestion of
undue interference and his plea that the
British are there at Greece’s invitation is
supported by the Greek delegation.

Feb. 4: The possibility that the pro-
posed £1,000 million loan from the United
States to Britain will be rejected, or de-
layed, by US Congress, is worrying
British Cabinet. It was hoped that Con-
gress would debate the Bill by April, but
it seems certain now that it will not be
discussed before June. In the meantime
the British standard of living continues
to fall.

Feb. 6: The Security Council of UNO
last night did not clear Britain of the
Soviet’'s charge of endangering world
peace by maintaining armed forces in
Greece, as demanded by Mr. Bevin. To-
day, Mr. Bevin reported on the Greek
situation to an urgent special meeting of
British Cabinet.

Feb. 7: By general agreement, the
Security Couneil of UNO has decided to
conslder as closed the question of the
presence of British troops in Greece.

Feh. 7: The General Assembly of the
League of Nations has been summoned to
meet in Geneva on March 8 for what
will probably be its last session.

Feb, 8: In order to meet the acute food
situation in PBritain, it mav be neces-
sary for the Government to reduce dras-
tically the importation of American films,
petrol and tobacco in order to save
dollars for essential food from America.
Fresh cuts the food ration have
been received unfavourably everywhere in
Britain, Criticism is levelled al the Minis-
try for its failure to warn the public of
the grave developments now suddenly dis-
closed, and secondly for its failure to pre-
pare the farmers. Food shortage,
amounting to famine in some cases, is
general throughout Europe.

Feb. 8: The execution of convicted
;:gfanese war criminal, General Yama-

ta, which had been stayed pending
action by President Truman, has been
ordered to proceed, and Yamashita will
‘be stripped of all decorations and hanged.

Feb. 10: A new UNO “crisis” mav he
caused by Russia’s port of the Ukrai-
nian complaint %u g the presence of
British Eroo‘ps Indonesia. Russia
asks that Britain, Russia, China America
and the Netherlands be represented on a
‘commission of investization on Indonesia,
Feb. 10: UNO is being asked by France,

: United

Fijian Villages
Washed Away

EWS received in Australia on Feb-
ruary 1, indicates that following
hurricane weather, several villages

were washed away as the result of tor-
rential rains in the northern and eastern
districts of Viti Leva, Fiji. Loss of life is
feared.

The Wainibuka River rose 70 feet, and
the Rewa River 40 feet.

Fourteen inches of rain fell in this area
over a 13-hour period.

The Rev. D. Fullerton, of the Metho-
dist Church, was recently ordained in
Fiji. He is to be married in Lautoka,
Fiji, as soon as his fiancee arrives from
Australia.

Mr. A. E. Rudder has been elected
chairman of the board of Tasman Empire
Alrwavs, Ltd., in sucecession to the late
Brigadier N. 8. Palla, who had held that
office since the company's inception. He
is vice-chairman of Qantas Empire Air-
ways, Ltd, and a representative in Aus-
tralin and New Zealand of British Over-
seas Airways Corporation,

Like so many others, the Bignell family
(Solomon Islands and New Guinea) suf-
fered heavily in the Rabaul tragedy. The
Japs made prisoners of Mrs. Kathleen
Bignell, her son Charlie, and her son-in-
law, Dudley Roberts. Mrs. Bignell was
liberated after imprisonment in Japan,
but both young men were lost on the
“Montevideo Maru." Charlie Bignell,
who was employed by the New Britain
Timber Co., was one of the first Terri-
tories men to enlist in Australia in 1938
but he was later discharged on medical
grounds. In Rabaul, however, in 1841,
he enlisted agaln in the Machine-Gun
Company of the 22nd Battalion, AIF,
and he took part in the town's last battle
against the invaders. Dudley Roberts,
who married Jean Bignell -in 1938, was
a Govenment teacher on New Ireland.
The voung widow has a child, 3} years
old, born in Sydney after the women

were evacuated from New Guinea.

After taking Pinkettes you should
feel brighter, happier, and free
sick  headaches,

from bilious

attacks and liverishness. For

PINKETTES

are tiny laxative and liver pills,

which  painlessly exercise the

digestive system.

N irecting political affairs Britain, Russia, States and China
in Greece. He said that Russia had :
drawn the Allies’ attention to it at the mgﬂ mﬁ;‘;“%?ﬁ%": f%]ilnitl? i
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independent nation. The widely-scat-
tered groups have no great economic
value. The Americans may want the
Carolines and the Marianas as bases for
policing purposes, but the Marshalls
would not be of much use,

The Marshalls are nearly all atolls,
like the Gilbert and Ellice Islands, which,
economically and administratively, are
one of Britain's headaches. One solu-
tion would be the transfer of the Mar-
shalls to Britain. to be administered
jointly with the Gilbert and Ellice Is-
lands Colony.

Ocean Island. now the seat of the
Gilbert and Ellice Islands administra-
tion, should be detached {rom that
Colony, with which it has no community
of interest whatever, and it should be
tied up with Nauru, 180 miles westward,
in one administration. Ocean Island and
Nauru are of similar character—merely
two large lumps of valuable phosphatic
rock, now the location of an enormously
valuable industry, operated on both
islands by the British Phosphate Com-
pany.

Complications enter, however, in the
fact that Nauru, as a former German
colony, is a three-party Mandate (ad-
ministered by Australia on behalf of
Britain and New Zealand). The Man-
dates are being wiped out, however. This
may be an opportunity to place these
two BPC-dominated islands under one
administration., and to compensate the
G, and E. Colony for the loss of Ocean
Island by bringing in the Marshall
Islards—if the Americans do not want
the Marshalls. That might not be suf-
ficient compensation, however — the
British paid most of the cost of ad-
ministering the G. and E. Colony out of
the phosphate revenues of Ocean
Island.

AUSTRALIA'S DEFENSIVE ISLANDS
ARC

USTRALIA, on her administrative
record In Papua and New Guinea,
may claim enlarged administrative re-
sponsibilities in the South-west Pacific
Islands.

The point is not worth pursuing, how-
ever, Australia, if she is to survive as
a white nation, must have adequate pro-
tection against Asia; and an essential
part of that protection is the contrel by
Australia of most of the rampart of Paci-
fic Islands which stretches from Timor,
in the north-west, through New Guinea,
New Britain, the Solomon Islands, the
New Hebrides, New Caledonia, to Nor-
folk Island, in the east,

There is little to prevent Australia
holding control of all those Territories,
with the exception of the French Colony
of New Caledonia. Western Timor and
Western New Guinea are held by the
Dutch; eastern Timor by the Portuguese;
all the rest, except the French colony,
are British or have British connections,

There is a strong suggestion that the
Dutch may be induced to transfer Wes-
tern Timor and Western New Guinea to
Australia, in return for Britain's interests
in northern Borneo (Sarawak, Brunei
and British North Borneo). The loss of
oil - possibilities in Dutch New Guinea
might be compensated for by oil pos-
sibilities In British Borneo. The only

FEBRUARY,

value which eastern Timor could have
for Portugal would be its possible use
as an airport. From the administrative
viewpoint, it is so clearly an embarrass-
ment to Portugal that its transfer to
Australia should be casily arranged.

Transfer of the British Solomons to
Australian administration has been dis-
cussed on many occasions, There seem
to be ne grave obstacles to the plan—
except that most of the planters there,
who know Australia too well, prefer
British rather than Australian govern-
ment. The trade of the Solomons is al-
most wholly in Australian hands; its cur-
rency Is the Australian currency.

NEW HEBRIDES—A HEADACHE

W CALEDONIA is part of the peri-

meter; and this old-established
French colony belongs always to Prance.
But what of another unit of the peri-
meter, the Anglo-French New Hebrides,
between New Caledonia and the Solo-
mons? Here is a headache!

The group became the joint adminis-
trative responsibility of Britain and
France because the numerous, poten-
tially-valuable islands were coveted by
both French and British settlers. It was
decided to let the nations of both Powers
go in freely, and colonise.

Generally, the Condominium has been
a complete  failure. Settlement and
development have been limited and
spiritless and, whatever has been done,
has been done by the French. The French
definitely helped their settlers, by giving
them a supply of indentured Asiatic
labour, and compensating them when
their plantations were more or less wiped
out by hurricanes. The British would
not help their nationals in any way; and
a proportion of the few British planters
who remained sought French nationality,
in order that they might have a depend-
able labour supply.

The two British institutions which
have hung on in this group—Burns Philp
and Co., Ltd, and the Presbyterian Mis-
sion—are both Australian. The Big Firm,
at one time, had very large land in-
terests there; and these were presented
by James Burns to the Australian Gov-
ernment, evidently in the hope that Aus-
tralia would show some colonising enter-
prise in this direction. But Australia
officially never has taken the slightest
interest in the Territory—except that
Labour politiclans, occasionally, have
shouted against the presence of inden-
tured Asiatic labourers so near their
sacred shores.

If New Caledonia were not lying along-
side the New Hebrides, it could be argued
that the New Hebrides should be trans-
ferred to Australia, on the grounds of
Australian seecurity. But, whatever hap-
pens, the French will remain in New
Caledonia—which is the right (or south-
eastern) flank of Ausiralia’s Islands
perimeter of defence.  Australia must
look to France to maintain that par-
ticular bastion.

There, as &ustmlia‘é' record shows that
Australin offieially is not interested in
the settlement or development of the
New Hebrides, and as it is to Australia's
interest to build up French strength in
this area, it is a sound proposition that
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the futile Condominiury should be wiped
out, and New Hebrides handed over to
France.

This, of eourse, is a matter for the
British Colonial Office—and the latter
will discuss it with Australia. TIf Aus-
tralia is wise, Australia will be in favour
of the transfer to France—but with cer-
tain very definite conditions relating to
the admittance of Australian trade, com-
munications and missionary activities.
Co-operation between the French and
the Australians, relating to the defence
of the perimeter, would be essential. Aus-
tralia has large land rights in the group,
to bargain with,

FUTURE OF SAMOA

PART from defence considerations,
there are few calls for territorial
changes in the South Pacific.

The liquidation of the Western Samon
Mandate almost certalnly will be made
the occasion for an examination of the
possibilities of self-government by the
Samoans. There are no reasons, economic
or cultural, why New Zealand should re-
tain control over the Territory—certainly
not the present tight control.

UNO probably will consider various al-
ternatives, in relation to Samoa, Why
should Eastern Samosa (now American)
and Western Samoa not be brought to-
gether as one administration—they al-
ways have constituted one country and
one people, with a common language—
under the care of a Trustee Commission?
Or, Samoa might be placed in the care
of the British Western Pacific High
Commission, which has had remarkable
success in teaching the natives of the
Gilbert and Ellice groups—people very
si:lnllar to the Samoans—to govern them-
selves,

Miss Ethel Nordman, of Papeete, had
36 hectic hours on November 10 and 11.
She received from her flancee, Mr. Pierre
Villebois, a radiogram thal he had been
released frcrm the French Navy, and had

J
him forthwith, by the 538 “Permanente”
(then at Tahiti and due to leave in 36
hours), and be married. It was a mad
rush—but the lady made it. While she
stood on the deck, covered with garlands
of Tiare (the love-flower of Tahiti), ani
being farewelled by innumerable friends,
her father, Mr. Oscar Nordman, formerly
of the Oceanie Line, was enjoying a lively
quarter-hour aboard—he had discovered
an old shipmate in the person of Chief
Steward Eddie Mason.

Letters have been received by Mrs,
Flo Stewart from her sister, Mrs. Carl
Humbert (formerly . James Baldie),
who had been lost sight of, in Germany
since the outbreak of World War IT
Humbert, who managed the Lae Hubel
for Mrs. Stewart was well known in New
Guinea. About 1939 she married Mr.
Humbert, a German technician attached
to the Lutheran Mission, and Bhe had
been two weeks in Ger

only many when

war came. She writes graphically of
the terrible suffer of the German
lly in later years, when
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TRAGEDY OF OCEAN ISLAND

Six Europeans, With Hundreds of Natives,
Killed by Japs

TBERE now seems no doubt that an-
other grave tragedy occurred on
Ocean Island, after the evacuation
of the island by the British, and its
occupation by the Japanese,

When the Europeans were withdrawn,
the following remained voluntarily on the
island, to ecare for the natives, and the
European installations there:

Mr. €. G. F. Cartwright, Government

Secretary.

Mr. R. W. Third, Governmeni radio
operator.

Mr. Cole and Mr. H. A. Mercer, mem-
bers of the staff of the British Phos-
phate Commission.

Father Pujebet and Brother Brummell,
Roman Catholic missionaries.

Careful investigations which have been
made since Australian and British
Forees occupled the island in September
indicate that all of those men died in
1943,

Mr. Cartwright died in April and Mr.
Mercer in June, both from malnulrition.

Father Pujebet died in August, 1943,
after an operation performed by a
Japanese doctor. Mr, Cole died in Sep-
tember, while in a hospital.

There Is no conclusive evidence re-
garding the fate of Mr. Third and
Brother Brummell; but one native report

indicates that they were killed by an
mjection given them by the Japanese,
There is no evidence of their having
been removed from Ocean Island.

unfortunately, the massacre of natives
and of labourers from the other Groups,
peLore our reoccupation, has left us witn-
out any direct evidence of the fate of
the Europeans, The sole survivor of
the massacre lacked any personal know-
ledge of what occurred.

Mr. €. G. F, Cartwright, who was a BA of
Oxford, ‘wnd only 33 years old when he met his
desth. He weni to Ocean Island as a British
Coloninl OMee cadet In 1634, and within two
years he became  Acting-Becretary to the
Government,  Apart from a year (1938) in the
Seychelles a8 nn  Agministrative  Assistant, he
spent nll his service in the Gilbert and Ellice
Colony—n few months in Tarawa, but most of
it on Ocean Island. He returned to the Gov-
ernment Secretaryship in 1940; and he was still
there, and volunteered to remain, when the Jap
invasion compelled o European evacuation in
1941,

ane Rev. Father Pujebet, of the Sacred Heart
Mission on Ocean Island, was well known and
held in high regard in that part of the Pacific.
Becaus= he pedalled around the rough roads of
Ocean Island on a hicycls, he was populariy
known as “Father Push-blke” The editor ol
the “PIM"” was privileged to be present at the
formal cpetiing of o fine new c¢hurch on Ocean
Island In November, 1041—a work that had
takon years of Iabour, and was the crowning
schievement of this fine misslonsry’s career,
{See photograph herewith.)

Over 700 May Have Been Massacred

E foregoing report from Suva (head-

quarters of the Western Pacific

High Commission, which is respon-
sible or wne gavernmenf. of Ocean
Island) helps to complete the story of
the tragedy of Ocean Island.

It is a greater tragedy than occurred
on neighbouring Nauru Island (180 miles
to the westward) where all five Euro-
Feans who remained voluntarily, includ-

mg tne Australian Administrator
[Colonel Chalmers) were murdered by
Japs.

On Naurn, five Europeans were mur-
Gesed, and 1,200 out of the 1,750 natives
there were shipped away to Truk (Caro-
line Islands) whence they are now being
repatriated. Not many Nauru mnatives
were murdered.

On Ocean Island, immediately before
the invasion, the population was:—

Europeans (headquarters of the
Administration, British Phos-

phate Commission staff, and
missionaries) .. .. .. ,. .. 140
Banabans (natives of the
IEIAARY. oo v e s 700
arbese (taken to Oce&n
lslsnﬂ as phosphate labour- o5
v 1100
Ghlnese taken to Ooean Isla.nd
as phmphat.e labourers) .. 1.000
The Europeans (except six) and a con-
ﬁidernhie number of Chinese were

carly in 1942. Some of the
Gﬂberhese also got away th.en—bug moai

the remainder were still there when
_%Jmmmmmdummm:_
Tgee!ateo:tﬁeaepwple

message from Suva. Another re-
Bﬁ&hm% 1 700, o
; ou
(hout hate) wnd ot She

Island as slaves to Jap-occupled islands
in the Carolines, Marshalls and Gilberts,
They were scattered far and wide, and
many died. Practically the whole of the
remaining Banabans, Gilbertese and
Chinese, who were on Ocean Island, were
murdered by the Japs in 1945.
Therefore, it is indicated that, by mas-
sacre and neglect the Japanese killed the
fu]lawing people on Ocean Island:

EUEOMRANRT L oo o, i), e su B
Banabans .. .. ;i < .0 .. .; 100
Gilbertese .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 400
ORISR, e o o e e e SO0

These fizures are estimates, The actual
totals of people killed on Ocean Island
will not be known until the British have
completed their inquiries and checking,
which may oecupy some months.

Ocean Island, unlike Nauru, which has
some pleasant and fertile patches, is
tomparatively barren and waterless. The
Japs, thrown on their own resources by
hﬁ American blockade in 1944-

ply murdered the peaple on Ocean
Isiann. &0 that they themselves eould gel
the available food.

While the Australians are searching in
the Carolines for about 1200 Nauruans,
and shipping them back to Nauru, the
British are seeking in the Carolines, Mar-
shalls and Gilberts for the gaec_-ple whao
were mttamd far and wide Ocean

is not intended to take the surviving

! back to Ocean Island, The

Western Pacific Commission has ac-
quired, the Government of szi. the
hish. fsrme. well-watered island of Rabi.
SO miles, off the north-

st of Vanua Levu; and this
the future home of the

ens:tm:
i to |
Islaml(‘ﬂrmha ‘as it was once called).

of the community of Ocean

Father Pujebet (below), and his new church on
Ocean Island.  This photograph was taken by
the editor of the “PIM" in November, 131

The Banabans own the land on Ocean
Island from which the BPC takes the
phosphate. The BPC pays to the Bana-
bans (as to the Nauruans, on Nauru) a
royalty on every ton of phosphate taken
away; S0 that both Banabans and
MNauruans are among the wealthiest
natives In the Paeifie. It has not been
disclosed whether the Banabans, in ac-
cepting transfer to the much more de-
sirable island of Rabi, are roing to for-
feit any part of their precious Ocean
Island royalties.

Archdeacon and Mrs. A. J. Thom
of the Anglican Mission, have leit Mel—
houujine to return to their work in New
Guinea.

The name of Mr. A. Hooper, racio
operator, has been consistently included
in the official list of “Rabaul Civilians
Missing, Fate Unknown.” That is an error.
Mr. Hooper eswne& on the “Leander” on
January 22, 1042, and is now in wast
Australia.

Mr. John Buston, formerly a well-
mmnger hegma,be! ore.

known BP store

BP establish-
ment at Mad.ang New Gulnaa—hns joined
Ao mseu nt the S ’ﬁmmm
n a i

’ d
%g&isve of the a.h:ll.ne His saﬂ:;gnns
is the Wsm’s Bas{ Hotel, Sydney.
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Rabaul Honours Its
Dead

Services on Anniversary of Jap
Invasion

LTHOUGH, for the four years since
the fall of Rabaul on January 23,
1842, memorial services have been

held on that day in most of the Aus-
tralian eapital cities, this is the first
year that it has been possible to hold
a4 commemorative service in the town of
Rabaul itself,

Arrangements were made some time
ago by the New Guinea Branch of the
RSSAILA, and permission given by the
GOC of Rabaul area, Major-General K.
W. Eather, to hold two ceremonies in
ltabaul on the morning of this year's
anniversay day, in homage to those who
gave their lives during the enemy land-

ing and, subsequently, during the Jap
cecupation of New Britain.
LARGE number of men, with a

sprinkling of women from the AWAS

and Nursing Services, gathered at
Vulcan Beach. in the first grey light of
dawn of January 3, just as, four vears
previously, others had gathered together
in an attempt to repel an enemy of
overwhelmingly superior numbers.

In a fine drizzle of rain, a guard of
honour formed by the AIF troops sta-
tioned in the area, with the band of the
Papuan Infantry Brigade in attendance.
was inspected by Major-General Eather.

The Rev. Father Torpie addressed the

FEBRUARY,

gathering and told briefly the story of
the landing of Japanese Forces on that
same beach on January 23, 1942, and the
valiant role played by the 72 members
of the NGVR, and the 22nd Battalion,

Wreaths were then laid at the place
where the action was fought, by Major-
General Eather; Colonel H, T, Allen (on
behalf of the president of the New
Guinea RBSAILA); Lieut.-Col, A,
Cameron (on behalf of 22nd Battalion,
AIF}; Major ©. D. Bates (for widows of
civilians); Lieut, A. L. Robinson (for
NGVR); Capt. M. Dowsett (for ANGAU)
Mr. C. 1, H. Campbell, of the War Dam-
are Commission (for Paecific Territories
Association); and Mr Thomas Mow (for
Chinese community of TNG),

At 8 o'clock on the same morning a
similar service was held at what was for-
merly the Colyer Watson wharf, from
which point the ill-fated “Montevideo
Maru" salled in June, 1942, with over
200 Territorians and several hundred
Australian soldiers on beoard. All were
lost, subsequently, when the ship was
torpedoed off the Philippines; and in one
blow the Territory was thus deprived of
many of its leading citizens, and the
whole fabric of pre-war Territory lie
was torn to pieces.

There was a large attendance of Ser-
vice personnel, and such civilians as
there are in Rabaul these days, at both
services. Some old New Guinea resi-
dents were there, most of them in uni-
form. Among them were, Lieut.-Col. N.
P. N, Neal, Major H. Lyon, Major Warner
Shand, Captain Ryan, Captain Scotford,
Major A. Robinson, Lieut. F. Patten,
Lieut. K. Ryall, Lieut. E. Britten., Lieut.

e S T
%,3 ﬁ%» if}sy%’s&&%z? i
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3 i

L
P

1946 —PACIFYC

ISLANDS MoONTHLY

H, Wyatt, Lieut. G. White, Lieut. G.
Kinsey, Lieut. Ben Hall, W/O H. Bripgs,
JtMn R. E. P. Dwyer and Mr. E. F. Bizgh-
on,

Ceremony at Sydney’s Cenotaph

A LARGE number of Territorians met
at the Cenotaph in Martin Place,
Sydney, at 8.15 a.m. on January 23,
to pay tribute to the men of the NGVR,
the 22nd Battalion, AIF, civilians and
others who had given their lives in the
Japanese invasion of New Britaln.

This is the fourth vear in which the
ceremony has been held. There were
more men in civilian clothes on this
oceasion and many more woraen who were
mourning the loss of a husband or son
lost subsequent to the invasion, or in the
sinking of the “Montevideo Maru.”

As well as numerous floral tributes
from jndividual Territorians, wreaths
were placed on the Cenotaph by repre-
sentatives of the following organisatﬂms
and firms:—

Nelson & Robertson Pty, Ltd.: Metho-
dist Overseas Mission; Anti-Tank Bat-
tery, AIF; Burns Philp & Co,
officers of the Anti-Tank Battery:
fic Islands Monthly”; O/C Anti-Aireraft
Batterv; New Guinea Branch of the
RSSAILA; New Guinea Women's Club of
Sydney; New Guinea Volunteer Rifles:
Pacific Territories Association; 2/22nd
Battalion, ATF; Rabaul Lodge, No, 4468:
New Guinean Branch of the Country
g?omf‘rtl"is Association; W, R. Carpenter &

0., .

Civil Government
Extended in NG

N March 1, the Civil (Provisional)
Government of Papua-New Guinea
will be extended from its present

area (Papua and that part of New
Guinea southwards of the Markham
River) to cover all of the mainland of
New Guinea that was formerly in the
Mandated Territory. This means .that
all the main island of New Guinea east-
ward of the Dutech border, and all the
archipelagoes eastward of Samarai, will
be under Civil Administration.

The Eismarck Archipelago and the
Northern Solomons (New Britain, includ-
ing Rabaul, New Ire'and, Lavongai, Mus-
sau, Buka and Bougainville) will remain,
for the present, under ANGAU,

ANGAU and the Army headquarters,
which were established at Lae in October
last, will now move on to Rabaul. A
considerable number of ANGAU men, who
have been carrying on administrative
duties on the mainland of New Guinea
northwards of the Markham, under Army
direction, will be transferred to the Civil
Administration.

The headquarters of the Civil Adminis-
tration will remain at Port Moresby for
the present. 4

It would appear that a decision regard-
ing the location of the future *capital”
of Papua-New Guinea will not be made
until the Civil Administration is further
extended. That should be within the next
six months.

The Army will have to remain in the
Territory as long as the Jap prisoners of
war are kept there, which may be
another year. But, now that the war is
over, and the Jap prisoners rounded up,
there actually is no further need for
ANGAU. Therefore, the unit may be
passed oul of exisience at any time,

‘There is nothing to prevent the Army

remaining in New Britain and elsewhere
to guard the prisoners, even although

Wreaths being placed on the newly-erected memorial al Vulean Beach, afler the dawn service, Civil A istration is fully restored,

—Photos by ©. H. Meen,
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INVASION

IS old photograph of the 1838-39

Committee of the New Guinea Qlub,

Rabaul, is of tragie interest these
days. Almost all the men shown here
were victims of the Jap invasion of New
Britain; six are dead, and two others
escaped only by a combination of good
fortune and endurance,
Baek row (from left Lo right):
Splomons, a well-known aceountant of Rabaul.
He had been In the Territory for over 20 years.
He was caplured In Rabaul and lost on  the
“Montevides Maru.” 2.—W, L. Phillpott, who
hud been in Rabaunl since 1926, He was mer-
chandising manager for Bor-s Philp & Company.
He was o member of the NGVE and was lost
on the “Montevides Maru' §.—W, L, Fleming,
n member of the Public Works Depariment. He
wis in Laoe al the time of the invasion. He
came ito Australin and jolned tFe RAAF., 44—
R. A, Rawnsley, a member of Burns Philp
shipping office staff. He was in Austrolia ot
the time of the invasion, &5.—J, D, Marshall,
one of the best-known public servanis in New
Guinea, He had been in the Mandated Territory
from its incepltion and was, for years, travelling
Customs officer. He was canght by the invasion
and is presumed dead—{ate unknown.

T—R. L

Front row: |.—H. L, Clark, who had been in
New Guinea for over 20 years. He wps secretary
of Bay Loo & Co,, Ltd, the well-known
Istand bullding firm, e was a member of the
NGVE at the time of the invasion. We escaped
from the town and spent four months in the
bush before he finally reached safety, He was
In hespital for six months, then returned to the
Army. He was discharged and joined the Ex-
ternal Territories Department, Sydney, about o
year age, 2.—A, ). Strathearn, Clerk of the
Court in Rabaul. He had been in the Territory
about 12 years, He was lost on the “Monte-
video Maru.” 3%—R. L, Clark, brother of H, L.
Clark, and architect and eivil engineer for Bay
Loo & Co. Litd. He went to New Guinea for
the Expropristion Board in 18238, He was chiel
woarden of Rabaul at the time of the Japanese
invasion. He was lost on the “Montevideo
Marw'  4—B, P. Jones, who had been in New
Guinea for about 20 years, He and his partner,
Mr. Erie Hopkins (lost on “Montevideo Maru'),
owned the Habaul Carrying Co. e had been
in ill-health for some time and came to Aus-
tralin shortly before the general evaeuntion. He
subsequently  died. 5 —Mr. Gordon Thomas,
editor of the “Rabaul Times' He first went to
the tawn in 1411. We was cawght by the in-
vasion and was ene of four men retained by
the Japs in Rabaul to work the freezer when
most of the olher civilians were sent away on
the “Montevideo Maro,” They were liberated
by the Australian Forces in September, 1845,
and returned (o Awstralia,

Potts Point

TO INQUIRE
INTO

FIJI TAXATION

Committee Set Up

SUVA, Jan, 23.

FOLLOWING an undertaking made by

the Governor at the December meet-

ing of the Legislative Council, a
Committee has been set up to investigate
Fiji taxation generally. The members of
the Committee (under the chairmanship
of Mr. P. H. Nightingale, acting financial
secretary) have just been announced.
They are:—

Messrs. K. B, Singh, W. R, Main, R. L.
Munro, J. Trotter and W. F. Watson.
The first three committeemen are mem-
bers of the Legislative Council.

The efforts of the unofficial members
of the Legislative Council, who were
somewhat sceptical that the increased
taxation proposed in this year's Budget
would not be used to pay increased ad-
‘ministrative costs, led to the formation
of the Committee. The Committee's terms
of reference are:—

To examine the existing methods of
taxation in the Colony, with particular
reference to the fairness of their inci-
dence on individuals and their effect
on industries, and to make recom-
mendations as to whether the existing
methods should be altered, and, if so,
in what respects on the basis that the
total amount of revenue should not be
less than is produced by the present
methods,

_J. A, D, Gibson & Co. Ltd., of 364
Kent Street, Sydney., whose advertise-
m{ﬁ &D_l:\ear:don page 39, itlti\:.sissue. have
3 as a proprietary companv,
and in future will be known as J. A. D,
‘Gibson & Co. Ptv., Ltd. i

Mrs. L. H. Brodie and family, now of

. Bydney, extend their deepest

ipathy to all friends who lost their
ones in the Rabaul disaster ***

)

TRANS-PACIFIC
AIRWAYS

Americans Moving: But
British Still Dithering

NHE Pan American Airways service
between the United States and
Auckland, wvia  Hawaii, Canton

Island, Fiji and Noumea, is expected to
resume this month,

Final arrangements were completed by
a team of experts who visited Fiji, New
Zenland and Australia in January, in a
large PAA plane,

Pan American Airways, however, are
most anxious to extend this important
Trans-Pacific service to Australin; and,
if they think that permission to land in
Australia is not far away, it is possible
that the resumption of the service will
be held up until the planes can go
straight through to Brisbane and Sydney,
from Noumea, instead of being diverted
to Auckland.

Meanwhile, the dithering Governments
of Australias and New Zealand have
made little progress with their plans for
a British Trans-Pacific air service, A
“plan” has been under discussion for
many months, first in Canberra and
London, and then at the Anglo-American
air conference in Bermuda.

EANWHILE, two Australian alrways
companies have been trying to get
oflicial permission to start a Pacifie

service. For the past two or three
months, Qantas, Ltd, have been running
vsurvey” fliphts from Sydney to Suva,
vin Brisbane and Noumea, every two
weeks—and the mail and passenger ser-
vices thus provided have been much ap-
preciated, But Qanitas cannot get per-
mission to develap the service.

Late in January, Australian National
Airways offered to start a service im-
mediately, with very modern planes,
between San Francisco and Sydney, via
Honelulu, Canton Island, Fiji and Auck-
land. This could only mean that, as a
result of the Bermuda talks, Britain and
America were granting reciprocal land-
ing-rights—on Hawali and Fiji.

But the Australian Governmeni—which
openly hates all private enterprise, as
expressed in the organisation of air
transport  concerns — would give no
answer to ANA.

Then it was announced (on February
5) that Britain, Australin and New
Zealand had decided to make common
rause in relation to the control of all
British Trans-Pacific services; that they
would take no major decision wifhout
fullest econsultation between all three;
and that they would confer in New
Zealand in March, when the British Air
Minister, Lord Winster, would be present.

This would appear to mean that the
attempts of the British concerns to
establish a Trans-Pacilic service will be
delayed for some time; and that, in the
meantime, Pan American Airways will
get going with the service terminating in
Auckland. (PAA had permission, in
1040, to land in Fiji and Auckland—and
that still holds.)

This, in turn, will mean that the
American line, getting in early, deservedly
will scoop up the cream of the available
traffic. It is bad luck for the Australian
airlines. They have done everything
possible to get started—but they have
heen defeated by official inertia, political
stupidity—and worse,

Mr. Dave Rohrlach, of the Lutheran
Mission, New Guinea, recently left Aus-
tralin by air for his mission station,
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MR. WARD APPEARS IN HIS TRUE COLOURS

Effect of Remarkable Demonstration by Territories
Public Servants

HE revolt of the Papua-New Guinea
public servants against intolerable
conditions imposed by the Aus-

tralian Department of External Terrl-
tories, at Canberra, early this month,
may not achieve much in the way of
reform; but it at least brought the re-
sponsible Australian Minister, Mr. Eddie
Ward, out into the open, so that he dis-
closed himself clearly for what he is—-a
nasty, snarling demagogue, whose out-
look and policy in administering Aus-
tralia's Tervitories are hopelessly coloured
by the gutter politics on which he was
suckled.

The New Guinea and Papua Publie
Service Associations held a meeting in
Port Moresby; and, after some frank
speaking, the following radiogram was
sent to the Department in Canberra:

"Our  Asseciations view with the
greatest alarm the failure of the
Minister for External Territories, Mr.

Ward, to honour promises and obligations
contained in his letter of November 9,
1944,  Certain appointments made are
considered to be unfalr and contrary to
the principles of the ALP. Morale of
the Service is being undermined.
Officers are so incensed at unfair ap-
pointments that stop-work meetings have
heen suggested. The Appeals Board
promised by the Minister is an immediate
necessity."

Speakers on behalf of the public sers
vants made a number of points. They
sald that junior officers of the pre-war
Services have been appointed by Can-
berra to high positions over senior
officers on the grounds that the present
Administration is purely provisional.
They elaim that all that officers have
striven for during many vears of tropical
service has been swept away by Canberra
overnight.  Officers alleged that they
were tricked into returning to the Terri-
tories by a ecircular promising them
better jobs, but that they were now for-
gotten.

HE fact that old and tried senlor
officers of the Territories’ service
associated themselves with this

criticism shows how deep iz the sense of
injustice under which they now are
labouring. Such a thing has never hap-
F_ened before, in the history of the Terri-
ies.

It would not have happened, now, had
Canberra given any indication at all
that the growing volume of protests and
complaints was receiving any con-
sideration.

One very significant fact emerged, The
officials, in their public protest, specifically
excluded the new Administrator, Colonel

J. K. Murray, from any share of the

hlame—they felt that Colonel Murray
had done everything possible on their
behalf, and was as much the victim of
Canberra as they were. But they did
include in their attack the permanent
head of the Department at Canberra,
Mr. J. R. Halligan.

reaction of Minister Ward was
typical. e sent the following
radiogram: |
“I am in receipt of your wire, and have
also read contents to-day's anti-Labour
Press. Would like you furnish specific
instances where any promises made b
me have not or are not to bhe honoure

also what particular appointments are
considered to be unfair. .Allnc_cimplaints-

will be promptly investigated,

of his promises.

Except for the reference to the “anti-
Labour Press" that was a reasonably
proper reply., But then the politician
took control of the Minister, and Mr.
Ward, in a statement to the same “antl-
Labour Press" let himself go in this
fashion:

"One of my greatest dilliculties has
been the apparent disapproval of the
policy of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment by a minorlty of the former mem-
bers of the old Civil Service, who were
anxlous to have the pre-war set-up
restored and were always singing the
praises of the private commercial in-
terests which previously had a strangle-
hold on the Territories.

“This noisy minority, in my opinion. is
out to embarrass the Government under
all circumstances if it can do so. The
fact that a section of the anti-Labour
newspapers was ableé to quote much more
fully the wviews of this minority than
contained In the message received either
by myself or the Prime Minister is cer-
tainly evidence of the closest liaison with
anti-Labour interests,

“I have nothing but the wvery highest
praise for the splendid co-operatlion of
the great bulk of those members of the
former Civil Service who have returned
to duty in the Territories."

R. WARD, In thus giving expression
to his bad temper, supplies & com-
plete explanation of what is wrong

with the Territories to-day.

Mr. Ward deliberately uses the term
"“minority” of public servants, That, of
course, is the typical politician's wriggle.
This is not a demonstration by a minorilty.
It represents the views of the great
majority of the public servants—and
that majority includes practically all the
experienced men of the (wo former
public services—the only men whaose
opinion in such matters is worth having.

Naturally, those men are opposed to
the policies which Mr, Ward is trying to
apply to the Territories. All around
them, they see the destruction of private
enterprise and of native morale, as the
result of the fantastic plans put into
operation by the King's Cross economist;
and they are resentful of the harm that
is being done to the Territories which
they love, and which have been their
home for so long.

The Minister's snarling reference to "a
noisy minority always singing the praises
of the private commercial interests
which previously had a stranglehold on
the Territories” lets in a whole flood of
light upon recent events.

We had long suspected that there was
a struggle going on behind the scenes
between this Socialist Minister, who is
trying to keep individualism and private
enterprise out of the Territories. and
the responsible and experienved senior
officials, who know that there is no future
for these countries, unless private enter-
prise Is admitted and encouraged.

HESE Territories public servants will
gain nothing from their protest,
They must have known that, before

they protested. e DMinister flally
denies that he has failed fo honour any
He asks for details of
particular cases; but the public servants
realise that, under the present set-up in
Canberra, any man who sticks up his
head to voice n grievance, will only get
the official axe well sunk into his neck.
The present confusion, discontent and
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hideous administrative expense will con-
tinue during the regime of Mr. Ward—
that is certain. Our only hope is that
Mr. Ward's regime may end suddenly
with the Australian general eleciion in
six months time.

Meanwhile, every Territorian is under
a debt of gratitude to 1hose senior

N

THE New Guinea Women's Club of

Sydney, re-opened on Thursday,
February 7, after its Christmas recess.
All Terriforians are invited to atfend
the Thursday morning get-together
meetings at the Feminist Club Rooms,
17 King Street, Sydney.

0O SR

officers.  Knowing the type of people
with whom they were dealing, fhe
officers knew thatf, in making their pro-
test, they were possibly sighing the
death-warrant of their own careers, Bul
their demonstration has succeeded, as
nathing clse could have done, in letting
Australia see what really is happening
in the Territories a mad-headed Socia-
listic policy being rvesisted, as far as
possible, by experlenced officials, who
have some sense of public duty,

SHIP WITH MEASLES BANNED

PAPEETE, Dec. 31,

steamer “Permanente.” believed to

he under churter to certain interests

In Hawail. arrived off Papeete on

December 28, intending to pick un some

thousands of tons of copra. She was

naf allnwnd  alonegide however. hecallse

she had 15 cases of German measles—

a disease which may play havoe among

Pacific Islanders.

She sniled the same day, after takine

aboard several Tahiti passengers and
about 900 tons of water,

The engagement is announced of Miss
Peggy Pyne, eldest daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. N. A. Pyne, of Roseville, Sydney, but
formerly of Tonga, where Mr. Pyne was
Collector of Customs, to Mr. Colin Hud-
son, only son of Mr. and Mrs. ¢. Hudson,
of Roseville, Svdney.

e ———

Notice of Meeting

PACIFIC TERRITORIES
ASSOCIATION

A general meeting of the Asso-
ciation will be held on Tuesday,
March 19, 1946, at 8 pm., in
Teachers’ Federation Hall, 166
Phillip Street, Sydney (seventh
floor) .

BUSINESS:
To receive report from the Execu-
tive on activities to date.

To deal with any other business
that may arise.

C. A. M. ADELSKOLD,
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Phosphate From
Nauru by July
500 MNauruans Still Missing

T was announced in Canberra on Jan-
uary, 17 that considerable progress
had been made by the Administration

and the British Phosphate Commissioners
in the rehabilitation of the island of
Nauru which was occupied by Japanese
forees in August, 1942, and remained in

- £

SYDNEY HARBOUR CRUISE
FOR TERRITORIANS

N evening's cruising on
Sydney Huarbour is being
arranged for Territorians by the
Pacific Territories Association.
A ferry will leave No. T Whar/,
Circular Quay, at 8 pm. on
Thursday, March 17, and all
Tertritorians are cordially invited
to go along as the guests of the
PTA. For those who desire it,
supper will be available, al a
small charge.

The PTA entertained between
700 and 800 guests in this way,
last February; and, although
some of these people have since
returned to New Guinea, it is
hoped to repeat the suceess of
the party. On that occasion
music was vprovided, but Terri-
torians showed preity con-
clusively that music has few
charms when forced to compete
with reunions and yarn-swop-
ping. There will, therejore, be
no music this year.

Z

L - -

enemy control until the surrender of the
Japanese forces on the island to an Aus-
tralian force on September 13, 1945.

All buildings and installations of both
the Administration and of the British
Fhosphate Commissioners had been de-
maolished or considerably damaged,

The general administration of the
island, including the care of the native
population, is a matter for the Adminis-
tration, and the mining and shipment of
phosphate is a function of the British
Phosphate Commissioners comprising
representatives of the United Kingdom,
Australia and New Zealand. At present,
the representatives are: Mr, W. Bankes
Amery, United Kingdom; Sir Clive
McPherson, Australia; and Sir Albert
Ellis, New Zealand.

Temporary buildings for administration
purposes, including the wireless station,
have been completed and a permanent
wireless station is in course of erection.
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The wireless station was equlpped and
staffed by Amalgamated Wireless
(A/asia), Ltd., and has been open for
normal traffic since the middle of Novem-
ber. The native community generally is
happy and contented and has shown con-
siderable improvement in health since the
re-oceupation of the island.

FTER the surrender of the Japanese,
it was found that 1200 Nauruans
had been transferred by the

Japanese from Nauru to the Caroline
Islands, and inguiries made disclose now
that 762 of these natives are located at
Truk. The Director of Police of the
Nauruan Administration (Mr. T. H. Cude)
was despatched some time ago to Truk to
contact these natives and to arrange for
their repatrintion to Nauru, and also to
make inquiries .as to the fate of the
other natives who were said to have been
transferred from Nauru

Arrangements have been made to des-
patch a vessel of the British® Phosphate
Commissioners to the Caroline Islands to
transfer the natives to their home on
Nauru.

The extensive buildings and plant of
the British Phosphate Commissioners
were destroved and damaged to an even
preater extent than had been anticipated,
but the plans of the Commissioners for
reconsruction are well advanced, and it is
expected that phosphate shipments will
commence not later than July 1, 1946

Quantities will be limited for the first
12 months, but thereafter will increase
rapidly.

THE

YORKSHIRE
INSURANGE

CO. LTD.
(Incorporated in England)

FIRE
ACCIDENT
MARINE

FIRE POLICIES ISSUED
IN PAPUA

All information from—

E. A, JAMES,
Tel. B6347. Attorney for Papua,

14 Spring St., Sydney.

- =

Ine. in Fiji

BURNS PHILP

(SOUTH SEA) CO. LTD.

Registered
Office:

S UV A

Code Address: GOilberts: Tarawa.
Norfolk Is.

“Burnsouth®.

Niue.

e N

Island Traders and Shipowners

Also Branches at:

Fiji: Levuka, Lautoka, Labasa, Ba, Sigatoka, Rotuma
Tonga: Nukualofa, Haapai, Vavau.

Samoa: Apia, Pago Pago (American Samoa).
Solomons: Makambe, Gizo, Faisi.

New Hebrides: Vila.

Wallis Is, Futuna ls.

—_—

Sole Australian Concessionaries:

GEORGE BROWN & CO. PTY. LTD.

The Ultimate factory has made the
change-over from its wartime set-up.
Designs for the new models are now
completed and production is about to
commence.

These models should be available early
in 1946—they will be well worth waiting
for. Watch for further announcements.

SERVICE: Servicing of all kinds of radio

267 Clarence Street, Sydney.
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sets, amplifiers and Rola speakers will
continue to be available.




Pacific islands monthly : PIM.

12

FEBRUARY,

TROPICALITIES

HAS any Territorian heard of this

episode which apparently oc-
curred during the early days of the
Japanese occupation of Rabaul? The
story is reprinted here from the
current issue of the “Catholic Mission
Magazine.”

Immediately after ‘the Battle of the
Coral Sea (the first cheek to Japan's
southward drive), the Imperial High
Command in Rabaul was considerably
puzzled. They could not understand why
the gods had commenced to frown on the
fortunes of Nippon.

They finally decided, however, in all
seriousness, that it was because the
ghosts of the Australians killed in the
Japanese landing at Rabaul—in particu-
lar the ghost of a Captain Grey—had
not been properly put to rest, in accord-
ance with Japanese traditions,

A grand parade was aranged; a special
cemetery was prepared, the bodies of the
Australian soldiers were exhumed and en-
cased in beautifully worked coffins; a
monument to the Australian dead was
erected, and, in the reburial and dedica-
tion ceremony the Australian flag was
raised and saluted by all present,

Then came a hitch. In accordance with
Japanese custom, a small bowl of rice and
a vessel of sake (Japanese spirit) must be
placed on the grave of the departed—
s0 that the ghost need not be restless,
but may find meat and drink close at
home.

A deputation of Japanhese officers waited
on Bishop Scharmach at the Vunapope
Mission. The trouble was, they sald, they
did not think that the Australian ghosts
would relish rice and sake; could the
Bishop suggest something that could be
ﬁut on the grave to keep the ghosts at

ome?

The Bishop, with heavy irony, suggested
that the best thing to keep the ghosts of
Australian soldiers at home in their
graves would be two bottles of beer!

Not a smile greeted this—only serious
ronsideration, until the Japanese mili-
tary priest (Shintoist) solved the prob-
lem bv deciding that the only nationality
in the land of ghosts {s Japanese, anyway,

mt-

SPECIALISING
N

PACIFIC ISLAND INSURANCES

FIRE — MOTOR VEHICLE
MARINE — HULLS AND CARGO
EMPLOYER'S LIABILITY

?UARANTEES — including those
or—
DYNAMITE PERMITS,
RECRUITERS' LICENCES.
DEFERRED WAGES ;
AND ALL OTHER CLASSES ARRANGED
AT LOWEST CURRENT RATES.

Established Agencies:
W. R. CARFPENTER & CO., LTD.
Throughout the Territory of
New Guinea,

SOUTHERN E('}%Crgg INSURANCE
MEAD OFFICE: 60 HUNTER STREET,
SYDNEY.

Page 12
nla.obj-317611079
National Library of Australia

and therefore the rice and sake would
serve just as well on the graves of the
austranan dead!

UR old friend, Mr. Oscar Nordman,
of Tahitl, is a proud, il unorthodox,
grandfather, He writes cheerily

from Papeete as follows:

“My son. Milton, who volunteered his
services for the duration of the war,
and served in the Marine Nationale, is
now in Paris, awaiting transportation to
his native land (Tahiti),

“I am afraid that our Milton is an
amusing lad. One day, to our surprise,
a young woman entered our house here,
with a child in her arms.

“'Here she said, 'This baby belongs
to your son, Milton,

“We looked at the child. She cer-
tainly resembled our Milton. So we ac-
cepted them.

“Some time afterwards, another girl
arrived, also with an infant in her arms.

“‘Hello,, 1 sald . ‘What have we
here?’

“{Thig ba.bg' girl belongs to your son.'
she answered.

“I did not argue. They also joined
our household. But I remembered with
some trepidation the old saying ‘Never
two without three’

"S0 we were not surprised to learm
that Milton had another echild—another
baby girl, born on Raiatea., In due
course, the mother arrived here, and pre-
sented us with a lovely baby girl.

“We have named the three little girls
Sierra, Sonoma and Ventura—after the
three famous Oeceanic liners, on the
Trans-Pacific run, on which T served so
happily In my younger vears.

"We are a happy family here—the
three young mothers, and the three little
girls, are being well taken care of. We
think that Milton will be stirred by their
greeting, when he arrives.

*

Sacred
men of

E who imagines that the
Heart Mission Fathers are
solemn and dismal piety, of the

“hair-shirted” school, is quite wrong.
The late Father “X." a most dignified
man, told me this fale:

He had a native convert, rather a wag,
and I fear, one mare interested in hand-
outs than holiness, There are such.

Petero (that was the name the Father
gave him, after St. Peter) was once caught
red-handed, by his confessor, eating
puakatoro (finned meat) on Friday. This,
of course. was against the canon. The
Father rebuked Petero.

“Now,. Petero, this won't dol
Friday! T'm ashamed of you.”
“Nn. Father! He no meat. He fish."

“Now, now! You know where liars go,
Don't add to vour sin, my son.”

“He fish all right, Boss—dinkum!"
Petern seemed serious. and unconyinced
of error, Here is his defence (in his own
{diom, as related):

“QOrrarieht, Father, true! You pipi
(christen) me, call me Pefero. Okay! I
rome himeery, I pipi my meat—call him
fish!"—Eti.

Beef—on

BROADCAST recently from Los
Angeles stated that the New Zea-
d Maori originated in Mexico,
migrated to Peru, sziled thence to Easter
Tsland (where thev cast the images, in
moulds, using a secret formula of con-
eretel, and.]frc{)lm Taster Island, voyaged
fo New Zealand, B :
The gentleman who broadeast this
extraordinary fairy tale probably acquired
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his story from the eminent Dr. Blunder-
hoven, PhD (Gastabl), The learned
scientist received his degree from Gasla-
bula University—situated in the natural
gas  arep  of Taxas Panhandle.
tGastab.) looks so much like (Cantab.)
that US scientists eagerly seek degrees
from that seat of learning.—A. C. R.

N intelligent “monkey” whom I lately
dequired in Talasea as a cook-boy,
laboriously sang through “God Save

the King" while at work in the kitchen
—just to air his knowledge.

When he had finished I asked him
if he had learned the “Star Spangled
Banner” while the Yanks were here. He
said he had not, but that he knew the
Jap national anthem. To prove it, he
immediately gave quite a fair rendition.

“The Japs taught you that?" I asked.

Bul he answered “No," again. He was,
he said, at school in the senior eclass
at the mission when it was learned that
the Japs had attacked Pearl Harhour.
Immediately, orders came from mission
headquarters that the children were to
learn the Japanese anthem.

I have nothing against missions; but
when will enemy aliens be replaced by
our own missionaries, or those of our
loyal Allies?—JW.

“YJERE is a statement which will cause

Australlans to foam at the mouth,

A scholarly and far-seeing French-
man—whom I know well and esteem
highly—expressed the opinion, to me in
Tuhiti lately, that within a period of
10 years. France, fhe British Empire
and the United States will find it expedi-
ent to negotiate an alliance with Japan!
Stranger things than that have hap-
pened in the past. Ong must not over-
look that China has lately attempted to
seize Hong Kong."”

The forecoing paragraph was written
six months ago, in a letter to the editor
of the “PIM." Subsequent events
{especially the behaviour of Russia af
UNO, in London) tend to give it special
significance.

N English lady, Miss Irene Margesson,
who fook a keen interest in the
life-story of Captain  “Jimmy"

Smith, of Abemama (he died a few weeks
ago in Fiji), sends us two amusing stories
from the Overseas League, of which she
is an active member:

“4 member in New Zealand wrote!
‘I am now in New Zealand. I am anxi-
ous to read again a little article called
“Candle-lighting Time.” It appeared in
an English magazine, 1 have forgolten
the name of the author and the name
of the magazine—but I think it was
published about 1906, Please send it fo
me. B ]
“But this was beaten by another mem-
ber, in Nigeria, who wrote to the London
hostess of the Overseas League, saying:
‘T enclose some stamps for a man in
Poland—I don't know his name or ad-
dress, but will you kindly send them
to him.! But she found this man! She
searched through old numbers of the
'Overseas Journal® (which had a stamp
collectors' page) till she discovered a
notice from a Polish citizen asking for
She sent them ‘on spec, and
he replied: 'I am not the man, ;mtlg
know who he is and will forward them,

[

LTHOUGH for obyious. has
not been pessible to mention it, two
well-known sailing vessels have been

frequent visitors to Rarvotonga during the
Jast few years. These are the former
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Cook Islands
“Tagua,* and

Trading Co. schooner

the Auckland keteh
“Golden Hind." Both ships have been
doing waluable work servicing lonely
Island outposts over a wide area of the
Pacific.

One interesting result of these visits
is that a number of Pitcairn Islanders
have been ashore in Rarotonga on vari-
ous occasions—one was the Chief Magis-
trate of Pitcairn, Mr. Parkin Christian—
and similarity of the old-English dialect
of the Piteairn Islanders to that of the
Marsters of Palmerston Atoll was re-
marked upon. Mr. Christian says that
he was well acquainted with William
Marsters, “father” of Palmerston, who
had visited Piteairn a number of times
many years ago when working as mate
on sailing vessels.

N her last visit to Rarotonga, the
“Golden Hind” brought a radio tech-
nician, refurning from Piteairn to

New Zealand, who happens to be an
enthuiastic bagpipist.

He carried his bagpipes with him when,
with his shipmates. he made a motor
trip around Rarotonga and he created
a great sensation when he marched
through the villages with the bagpipes
a-skirling, This was the first time the
natives had seen, or heard, this strange
musical instrument.

On returning to the
Avarua he provided a final thrill by
marching throuesh the hospital, leaving
both patients and nurses open-mouthed
and goggle-eved with delighted astonish-
ment. Dr. Ellison, himself of part-
Scottish descent, acted as pipe-major,
leading the way through the wards
twirling a walking-stick for a mace—W. B,

township of

MISSING TERRITORIAN

EFORE he enlisted in the AIF, Ser-
geant R. J. Pascoe, of the Head-
quarters Company, 2/19th Battalion,

8th Division, was postmaster at Kavieng,
in the Mandated Territory of New
Guinea. His relations have had no in-

formation about him since he was re-
ported missing in Malaya in January,
1942. If any returned member of his
battalion should know anything to give
a clue to his fate, they are requested to
kindly communicate with his mother
iMrs. E. Pascoe, 78 Church Street, New-
town, Syﬁney—Telenhane LA 4073) or his

wife (Mrs. Pascoe, 154 Anzac Parade,
Kensington, Sydney—Telephone FF 1610),
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HAVE YOU
CONSIDERED
THIS CODICIL?

By adding a simple codicil to your Will you ean guard
against difficulties and loss which might arise should your

Executor die or become incapacitated.

By means of such a codicil you can name Bums Philp
Trust Co. Ltd. as joint Executor with your present appeintee
or, if you wish, as sole Executor. In this way you gain
positive assurance of continuous and sound administra-
tion and are relleved of a serious anxiety. The Company

will willingly forward full particulars.

DIRECTORS:

Lewis Armstrong. James Burns,
R. J. Nosworthy. P W
MANAGER: L, 8. Parker.

Joseph Milchell.
Black.

BURNS PHILP TRUST

cCoOMPANY LM E D

) BRIDGE STREET. SYDNEY

PHONE : B 7901. BOX 543, G.P.O., SYDNEY.
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MAKEA ARIKI-NUI MARRIED

E Makea Ariki-nui, Mrs. Takau Love,

Wwas quietly married in Rarotonga,

on January 26, to Tutupu Ariki
Ara-ite. There were no public celebra-
tions. Mrs. Love's late husband, Lieut.-
Col. E. T. Love, commander of the NZ
Maori Battalion, was killed in action in
Libya in 1942,

The engagement has been announced
of Miss Marjorie Brodie, daughter of
Mrs. Lucy H. Brodie, formerly of Rabaul,
to Sergeant Archie Shields, of Deniliquin.
Sergeant Shilds is in the ANGAU Ser-
vice, and is at present stationed at Lae,
New Guinea.

Rev. Cecil Gribble, of the Methodist
Misslon, has written a text-book on
hygiene in the Tongan language. The
hook is to be used in both the Church
and the Government primary schools,

H. G. EEKHOFF

LAE, NEW GUINEA
—EST. 1921—

Miners’, Manufacturers’ and
General Commission Agent

As In the past. so in the future—
AT YOUR SERVICE
Address until March 31st:
C/o Bank of N.S.W. Sydney.
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BLASTS BY ATOMIC
BOMBS

May Do Damage Among
the Atolls

THE possibility that United States

experiments with the atomic
bomb, this year, in the Marshall
Islands neighbourhood, will do much
damage to the eguatorial atolls was
emphasised in a letter in the “Sydney
Morning Herald,” by a man formerly
well known among the Line Islands-:

I HAVE noted, in connection with the
atomic bomb experiments, that they

are to be carried out in the Marshail
Islands. Unless I have misunderstood the
press notice, the Americans wish them
carried out thal distance from their
shores for fear of reactions deleterious to
their country and to them.

I have also read that it is anticipated
that a wind approaching 1,000 miles per
hour will be created, and a tidal wave
of about 100 ft. high.

I have waited to see if anyone had the
welfare of the Pacific Islanders living in
the Marshall, Gilbert and Ellice Groups
sufficiently at heart to ask what will
the position of these unfortunate people
if these experiments are carried out.

None of the islands in the three above-
mentioned Groups are more than about
six feet out of the water at high tide:
and in 1905, when a small tidal wave
passed along the southern Marshall
Islands, it completely overwhelmed the
Island of Milli, and did tremendous
damage on other atolls.

1eds—PACIFIC

FSLANDS MONTHLY

The disaster which could take place
would be too awful to contemplate. Should
any of the people be still alive after the
wind and tidal wave have passed they
probably would not have a coconut tree
left, nor would there be much likelihood

of any fish living within the vicinity
of the Islands.
As one who traded among those

islands for over a decade, and knowing
how much the British Government has
done to help these people in the past, I
feel confident that Britain will, before it
is too late. take steps to sce that these
people are simply not wiped off the face
of the earth, so that American theories
may be proved,

(EDITORIAL NOTE: It is very un-
likely that the Americans deliberately
would do anvthing to cause destruction
and loss of life, in the manner sugeested,
There are plenty of ocean areas, in the
centre of the Northern Pacifie, or in the
south-east of the Southern Pacific, where
tempests and tidal waves could do no
harm. A tidal wave could do enormous
damage among the equatorial atolls. A
reassuring  statement by the United
States Navy would be welcome.)

Mr. V. Neumann, who gave distin-
guished service in the Allied Intelli-
gence Bureau in 1942-43 and who later
served for 2% years in ANGAU, passed
through Sydney in January, en route to
headquarters of the Australian-Lutheran
Migsion, at Horsham, Victoria. In eivil
life; Mr. Neumann is a Lutheran mis-
sionary; and, when the Jap invasion
came, he was manager of the Lutheran
Mission plantation at Gizirum, Rooke
Island, New Guinea. He expects to re-
turn to his work in the Territory socon.

Write for full particulars to—

Thornycroft (Aust.) Pty., Ltd.

. MARINE DIESEL

Driving 21in. x 15% in.
Propeller at 740 r.p.m.
@ Reliable

® Efficient

® Economical

GOOD DELIVERIES

Stuart Turner
Generating Sets

500, 750, 1,000, 1,500 and
3,000 Watts.

32v, 50v, 110v,

Simple, Economical

Cables: THORNMOTOR, Sydney.

6/10 Wattle Street,
PYRMONT, N.S.W.
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FlJI COPRA GOES UP

—And Down!

BUVA, Jan. 8,

TJ.ERE has been another adjustment in

the price of Fiji copra, Dating from

January 14, FMS grade will rise 2/6
per ton, making the price to Erowers
shipping from the ports of Suva and
Levuka, £18 per ton. Dating {rom Jan-
uary 28. however, there will be a fall of
22/6 ser ton in the price of plantation-
grade copra. That is, planters will re-
ceive £18/5/8 at the above ports.

The price of both grades fell 10/- on
December 1, 1945, The reason given then
by the local Department of Agriculture
was that this represented an adjustment
between the Fiji copra pool price to the
grower and the price paid by the Minis-
trv of Food in London. The present
adjustment was decided upon by the Fiji
Copra Committee in order that the dif-
ference in price of the two grades should
be the same as the difference in price
paid for the grades by the Ministry—that
is, 5/6 per ton.

The reason that the new price for plan-
tatlion grade does not operate until Jan-
uary 28, is to allow planters to sell
plantation grade already on hand, at the
higher price.

Prom January 14, all copra delivered at
Suvae and Levuka and graded at 421
points or under will be reconditioned at
the shipper’s expense. A £1 per ton re-
inspection fee will also be charged after
the reconditioning- is finished.

This measure is apparently deslgned to
deter those planters who may be in-
clined to allow the standard of their
copra to drop now that there s not the
same incentive to produce the high-prade
product.

AUSTRALASIAN PETROLEUM TO
RESUME IN PAPUA

USTRALASIAN PETROLEUM CO.
PTY.. LTD. exvert to restart oil
prospecting operations in Papua in

February.

Estimated rost of the orogramme of
geological and other field surveys during
1946, and continuation of the Kariava
deep bore, already at 5000 feet, is about
£200,000.

Cg}:al is to be increased by E£205,000.

Sole Distributing Agents for the Pacific Islands:

of . the guota of 0il Search, Ltd., is
£43982, and 200,000 shpres of 5/- each at
par are offered to shareholders, who may
apply for as many shares as thev desire.

Terms are 6d. & share on application,

6d on allotment, and balance in calls not 528 COLLINS STREET, 1 BOND STREET,
r:&eediﬁg 1/- at not less than monthly MELBOURNE, SYDNEY.
Tvals.
Oil Search capital is at present £369,811, 'Phone: MU 4837. "Phone: B 7371

Other roncerns interested in the overat- & =9 =
ing companv are Anglo-Tranian Oil and — s —
Vacuum Ofl.

O. F. MASSCHELEIN. Exporter

SHIPPER OF AUSTRALIA’S BEST TO THE PACIFIC

PRICE LISTS, CATALOGUES AND ALL OTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE ON INQUIRY

Andrews Building,
General Exporter of Australian Quality Products 40“ King Sir:aa_l'. gSydney.

—Only— Tel. MA 1242, Cables: OSNALINE,
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Copies of
Pacitic Islands Monthly

Can ALWAYS be obtained at the
following places:

SYDNEY:

T. L. Cordingley’s Bookstalls: at
Martin Place, outside G.P.O. near
George Street; and at G.P.O. Colon-
nade, George Street end.

BRISBANE:

R. 5. Macdonald, next G.P.O., Bris-
bane, @ld.

MELBOURNE:

McGill's  Authorised
183-5 Elizabeth Street,

AUCKLAND:

W. A. Webb, Waverley Hotel Bldgs.,
Queen. Street, Auckland.

SUVA:

James A. Muir, Suva, Fiji; and Miss

Newsagency,
Melbourne.

R. Castles, Victoria Parade, Suva,
Fiji,
GLE ALSO LIST OF AGENTS ON
PAGE 3
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RAROTONGA’S NEW HOSPITAL

Rarotonga's new TB hospital, which was opened in December by Dr. E. P. Ellison, since retired.
(See story below.)

Dr. Ellison’s Work For
Islanders
Retirement After 20 Years' Service

From Our Own Oorrespondent

RAROTONGA, Dec. 20.
R, E. P. ELLISON, OBE, chief medi-
tal officer of the Cook Islands, left

Rarotonga in Decemaber. He has
retired after 20 years' service in the
Islands.

It was fitting that Dr. Ellison should
conclude his long period of work for the
welfare of the Cook Island people by
performing the opening ceremony of the
new TB Sanatorium on December 13, only
a few days before his departure. From
his earliest connection with the Group,
the scourge of TB has been one of the
doctor's foremost concerns and he was
determined to see a sanatorium estab-
lished for the treatment of serious cases.

For a lone time he strove to obtain a
modest grant for the purpose and at
last his perseverance was rewarded when
the NZ Government, in excess of his
own hopes and dreams, erected a £20,000
establishment. The sanatorium has ac-
commodation for 40 patients and a group
of separate semi-native style houses for
convalescents. There is a European mat-

Island Troders.

W.H.GROVE & SONS

Limited
Established 1896.

AUCKLAND

Telegraphic and Cable Address:

Shippers of all classes of New Zealand products. i

Representing English Manufacturers through-
out the Cook and Society Islands, Fiji, Tonga,
Samoa, Niue, New Caledonia, New Guinea, etc.

In FUJI as—W. H. Grove & Sons (Fiji} Ltd.
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“Grove"”, Auckland.

ron in charge, with a staff of eight
Rarotongan nurses.

Dr. Ellison was one of that band of
great Polynesians, all of one generation,
Wha graduated from Te Aute College and
devoted themselves to the physical wel-
fare and regeneration of thelr own race.
Others were Sir Apirana Ngata, Sir
James Carrol and Dr. Peter Buck.

. Ellison is proud of his double con-
nection with Rarotonga—he comes from
one of the South Island tribes whose an-
cestors sailed from Rarotonga in the
greal canoes.

_ He and Mys, Ellison have reared a large
family—three sons have served in the
war,  She has taken a leading part in
the social life of the community and
did much good work in conneetion with S
the Child Welfare Association, which will
remain as another of the doctor's per-
manent memeorials in the Cook Islands.
Both took a keen interest in local sport.

The Ellisons have won a permanent
place in the affections of the Cook
Islands people, both brown and white,
They will be remembered for their great
kindness and hospitality as well as for
their many years’ hard work for the
benefit of the Islands,

NOTHE#R part-Polynesian doctor has
taken Dr. Ellison's place in Raro-
tonga. The new medical officer, Dr.

T. Davis, was born in Rarotonga of a
European father and Rarotongan mother,
He left Rarotonga at the age of 12 to
go to King's College, Auckland. From
there he went to Otago Medical School
and for the past two years he has server
in Auckland Hospital,

A keen yachtsman, Dr. Davis set out
to sail to Rarotonga as mate on the
schooner “Tahitienne,” which has been
purchased by Mr. Dick Brown, of Raro-
tonga, and refitted for trading in the
Islands. But after reaching the Ker-
maéiecs trouble developed and the vessel
had to return to New Zealand, where-
upon Dr. Davis made the voyage by
steamer.

Miss Elsie Muriel (“Pal’) Thomas,
daughter of Mrs. A, B. Thomas and the
late Mr. Thomas, formerly of Suva, Fiji,
was married in Auckland recently to Mr.
Neville Stephenson.

Warrant-Officer W. W. Brown, of
ANGAU, who was attached to the
United States 164th Regiment in 1944,
has been informed that he has been
recommended for the Bronze Star,

Mr. Ned Ryan, PO Box 54, Collinsville,
Queensland, would like to get into touch
with an old mate, Mr, Jim Willon, for-
merly of Wewak, and well known on the
Morobe goldfield. Anyone knowing Mr.
Wilton’s whereabouts is invi to com-
municate with Mr, Ryan. *
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FIJI'S LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AT WORK

FROM A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

SUVA, Dec. 21,
II!:EIE Legislative Council of Fiji—part
elected, part nominated, and with
an official majority—assembled on

December 14 for its Budget sesslon. The
Governor, Sir Alexander Grantham,
KCMG, presided over the 16 official
members, all Departmental heads, and
the unofficial section of five European,
five Fijian, and five Indian members,

The Council was opened with the usual
ceremony and dignity, and with presen-
tation of honours—an MBE to Adi
Maraia Vosawale (wife of Ratu Sir Lala
Sukuna), an OBE to Major 8, G. Cowled,
and a CISO to Mr. R. C. Farquhar (Post
and Telegraph Department). Then came
the Governor'’s speech, and the intro-
duction: of the Budget. The main points
from the Vice-Regal address were:

® Fiji's post-war development plan,
now in London, calls for an expenditure
of £4500,000 over a 1l0-years period, and
the Colony's grant from the Imperial
Government, under its Colonial Develop-
ment and Welfare Act, over the same
period, is £1,000,000.

® Increases in
from companies),
dential Tax.

® Increase in the unofficial member-
ship of Executive Council from two to
four, the new appointees being the Hon.
Ratu George Tuisawau and the Hon. K
B. Singh. This means that in Execu-
tive Counecil, where the Colony’s policy
is mainly determined, the Governor will
preside over five officlal and four un-
official members.

income tax (mainly
Estate Duty, and Resi-

The Budget was not a record one.
Estimated expenditure is around
£1,650,000, and the hoped-for revenue is
approxim'll.el}' £1,550,000, with an esti-
muted deficit of close to £100,000.

HAT did excite taxpayers, however,
was the proposal to raise an extra
£43,000 by way of increased income

tax from individuals, an extra £45,000 from
companies, and to raise the annual Resi-
dential Tax (ie, Poll Tax) from £1/10/-
to £2.

The new scale has little effect on in-
comes under £1,200. Company tax rises
from 5/- to 6/3 in the £1; pre-war it
was 1/-.

The income taxation changes were
described in detail in an article in Jan-
uary “PIM."

The Government has’ officially stated
that the increase In taxation is designed
“to preserve existing items of revenue
and to obtain additional revenue so as to
preserve surplus balances. having regard
in part to the need for financing the
development plan which will be placed
before Council in due course.

What the public fears, however, is that
much of the extra revenue is reguired
to meet proposed increased administra-
tion costs, mainly in the form of larger
salaries for officials.

Unofficial members exercised their
privilege during the Budget debate of
ranging widely over the Colony's public
afairs, and many interesting topics were
discussed. What brought forth good fruit
was the suggestion from several members
that taxation generally should be inves-
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tigated, and the Governor undertook to
set up a committee for that purpose

A Bill to provide for the settlement on
Rabi Island of the Banaban natives of
Ocean Island, and a Bill to provide for
the reinstatement in Civil employment
of ex-Servicemen. met with general ap-
proval and were passed.

FPYWo unofficial motions provided vigor-
ous debate. One was sponsored by
the Hon. Mr. H. B. Glbson and read;

“That this Council is of the opinion that

in view of the constantly reiterated prin-

(‘I.i.ﬂ[‘ of policy of the Colonial Office—

‘as much self-government as possible as

soon as possible for Colonial Territories’

—and in view of the present and pro-

posed increases in taxation, that (sic)

our Constitution be revised and amended
to increase the number of elected re-
presentation (sie) of the people so that

A significant measure of control may be

exercised over the raising and the spend-

ine of these comparatively huse sums of
money which the people of this Colony
will be called upon to provide.”

Not only was the motion badly worded,
but the tactics of mover and seconder
(Hon. A. A, Ragg) were weak, as they
put forward proposals in debate which,
had they been made part of the motion,
would have led to a really constructive
debate. As It was, it could only be
abortive. It revealed divided opinion
amonest both European and Indian un-
official members, but it did vroduce some
very desirable plain-speaking. directed
principally at the Indian members.

The Governor later commented on the
hirh standard ~f debate.

The motion was lost.

The other unofficial motion came from
the Hon. Vishnu Deo. and it proposed
that the Colony's sugar industry should

IMPORTERS
EXPORTERS

Island Distributors for
'l
COLEMAN " HEATING AND LIGHTING APPLIANCES
“DINOX “ AND “ DIX *“ BRANDS OF BROOMS, BRUSHES AND MOPS

N.S.W
MNAL
TE DE PARIS

e

543 PITT ST. SYDNEV N.S.W.
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N. Caledonia Returning
to Peacetime Lethargy
Departure of the Troops
From o Special Correspondent

" NANCIALLY, economically, we are
not yet masters of our destiny—we
must still submit to s regime of

government by decree” says Roger
Gervolino, recently-elected New Cale-
donian representative to the French

National Assembly.

Il has taken nearly a century for the
Colony to have her own deputy in Paris.
The Colony argues that 1t should no
longer have to pay the “depenses obliga-
toires” over which it had no control;
while decisions taken by the French
“high ups” and applied to all Colonies
left out of account the island's geo-
graphcal position and the fact that this
iz the one French Colony suitable for
European settlement. These are factors
calling for special treatment.

New Caledonin is comparable to &

French province, and her people have
the qualities and the defects of the
French. But as “mere colonials” they

are unfortunately regarded by the “big
shots” of the Rue Oudinot (in Paris)
as ungovernable people, always dissatis-
fied and even would-be autonomists. The
{ruth is that they wish to remain French,
pbut they want to be treated the same
as metropolitan Frenchmen and not as
subjects insufficiently evolved to control
their own affairs. Such are the argu-
ments of the Caledonian Party which
backed M. Gervolinn.

N the New Caledonian elections held
on October 21 for a representative
to the French Constituent National

Assembly in Paris, M. Gervolino, the
Caledonian party’s candidate, won an
absolute majority of 375. Voting was as

tollows:
Noumean Bush Total
Gervolino 1419 1830 3249
Verges 1,142 819 1961
Paladini 180 367 537

The result is a victory for the demo-
eratic element which rallied the coun-
try in the dark days of 1940, the element
which demands a larger share of self-
government and limitation of the powers
of the Governor.

On the same day, the population voted
on the question as to whether to keep
or reject the French Constitution of
1875. Like the French, Oaledonians
showed themselves by a large majority
(4,701 against 125) in favour of reject-
Lng the Constitution of the Third Repub-

c:

Jean Laubreaux, a New Caledonian
member of the Resistance Movement in
France, and at present an artillery lieu-
tenant in French oceupied Germany, has
been awarded the Croix de Guerre.

After an absence of over five years,
Captain Jego, master of the New Cale-
donian nickel collier, “Notou,” sunk by
a German raider in the South Pacific on
August 16, 1940, has returned to Nou-
mea. The captain, member of an old
Breton seafaring family, and highly
respected by the seagoing fraternity in
Sydney and Newcastle, as well as by his
compatriots in the French Pacific, was
for many months in German hands.

TH:E French colony In the New Hebrides
mourns the loss of Edmond Colar-
deau, one of their pioneers, He won
the Croix de Guerre in France, 1918.

Thirty-two Caledonian sailors who
played their part in the European cam-
Ealgn,s arrived in Noumea on October 14

v an American vessel. They had left
Cherbourg on July 11,
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Because New Caledonia is geographic-
ally so isolated from France, a campaign
has been going on for the abandon-
ment of French exchange control. This
would make for freer trade with Pacific
countries, notably USA, Australia and
New Zealand. It was announced, in
December, that the frane of New Cale-
donia ‘is to be rated higher, in sterling
and dollar terms, than the franc of
France.

Oceasionally news arrives of New
Caledonians living in Indo-China. From
Saigon comes word that former Noumea
magistrate Janvier and his wife and son
are in good health in Saigon, where
M. Janvier fills the office of Public Prosé-
cutor. News has also been received of
Henrl Evelie, of the Bank of Indo-
China's Saigon headquarters.

317

M. Goulet has found gold in assocla-
tion with copper deposits in his “New
Caledonia” mine at Moindah, Analysis,
it is said, shows 33 grammes to the ton.

ITH every departing American ves-
sel, Noumea is falling back into
its old state of stagnation, and soon

it seems possible that unemployment wiil

WANTED IN SYDNEY

House or flat, furnished or un-
furnished, urgently required by
mother and adult daughter.
Excellent references.
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be rife. Many people, who saved money
for a rainy day during the Yank in-
vasion, would like to emigrate to Aus-
tralia, but the Governor, M. Tallee, for-
bids their departure, only granting travel
facillties to th sick people who doc-
tors consider dannot receive adequate
medical treatment in the Colony. Some
of these poor people are held up so long
that they arrive in Sydney by the “Poly-
nesien” more dead than alive. The ban
on travel is causing much resentment.

One recent ship, the “President Polk,”
. besides nurses and soldiers, took
America the last bevy of Caledonian
brides, to the number of six. Prior to
marriage to US soldiers they were Louise
Martin, Simone Bacino, Marie Weiss,
Georgette O'Connor, Simone Vilet, and
Ronalde Barthelemy. At the end of
October three more transports, the
“Bosque,” “Darke” and “Lycoming,” took
away further thousands of Americans,
while three more, the “Young America,"
“Mormacdore” and “Albermarle,” were
expected in November. Altogether 12,000
troops left within one month. The main
US canteen has closed. Prices of all
local commodities have fallen astronomi-
eally, and are still falling.

Dr. Rene Catala, an agricultural en-
gineer and correspondent of the Paris
Natural History Museum, is touring the
French Pacific and will report to the
Colonial Scientific Research Department
on_ questions relating to development.

Gangster activity 1is still rife in
Noumea. One of the vietims is a butcher,
M. Montier. Entering his shop with a
skeleton key, thieves broke into the safe,
which they rifled of 200,000 francs.

To replace the old Magenta racecourse,

FEBRUARY,

which the Americans turned into an air-
port, Noumea is to construct a new track
at Anse Vata, close to the camp and
beach area, and the magnificent church
built by the American Army headquarters.
This should prove an ideal site.

There Is talk of Pan-American Airways
taking over the principal US Army office
building here.

The Hotel Pacifique, in Noumea, best
known “pub” or elub in the Pacific dur-
ing the Solomons campaign, which was
used ‘as General Patch's headquarters
and subsequently as the Ameérican Army's
officers’ c¢lub, has been handed back to
the French.

ISCONTENTED Javanese and Ton-
kinese coolie labourers, now freed
Irom their onerous contractsy are

deserting their employers and living in
independence in Noumea and the bush,
often in far from hyglenic circumstances.
The French are complaining bitterly of
control exercised by the Caledonian Ad-
ministration, and are urging that these
released coolies should be forced to work
to relieve the shortage of labour. But
coolies are not the only Caledonian in-
haitants who prefer idleness to labour.

The fiduciary circulation in New Cale-
donia in mid-1945 amounted to 303,501,045
francs. Two years previously it was about
170,000,000,

There is rejoicing in Noumea at the
gt;rushase by the Colony of the American

v's ice factory, a mile or two out of

town. This should solve the “probleme
frigorifique,” improve the amenities of
life  for the inhabitants and make
Noumea healthier to live in. The re-
frigeration capacity is about 2,000 cubic
metres.

i
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Education Among
The Fiji Indians

BY NORMA I. JACOBSON

"‘VELL, it’s a school to be proud of!”
I said, as we came out of the last

class-room door a week ago. If
only you could have been there you would
have echoed those words, Let me tell
You what I sgw there.

The school is located on a rise over-
looking the broad, green golf links, three
miles out from Suva; the sea lies shim-
mering beyond. The building is well
constructed, with many unigue features,

In the class-room of the headmaster,
Mr. Narian Singh (who, incidentally,
spent several years at the Australasian
Missionary College, Cooranbong, NSW),
Indian boys and girls from 12 years up-
wards were competing in a maths. race.
Their werk is very neat.

I was intercsted, too, ,in the hand-
work novelties hanging round the wall,
and the makers of the various articles
were proudly pointed out. There were
axes, Kuives, puns, spoons, sandals, and
little model chairs, all carved from wood.
I was sure a shoemaker's boy had made
the sandals, but was told he was the son
of a tailor., You never can tell!

In the next room, Mr. Buddhu held
sway, They were doing Englsh, so I
asked to see theilr writing. Immediately,
writing books came out with a fourish,
and I was surprised at the good work
done. The work of one boy of 11 years
wis excellent,

The next class was ‘outside on the
grass, paired off and repeating memory
work.

In each room there are beautiful black-
board drawings; but in one, particularly,
I paused to admire the pictures entitled,
“Love Your Enemies,” "God Made the
World," and a life-sized face of Christ
called, “c¢esus Loves Me,” drawn by an
American soldier.

The little ones' room held me the
longest. Ower 50 vivacious, dark-eyed
children were there. They were not a
bit nervous, and loved Lo demonstrate how
well they could read—maybe becatse they
knew I didn't understand them, There
were rows of British flags which they
had made, strung across each corner; and
they had cul out quite a large menagerie
of eardbuard animals, which ecircled the

room. They make clever bedroom suites
and cute furnishings from match-
boxes. On the spare blackboards, right

across the room, the clever Indian lady
teacher had drawn an array of beautiful
big flowers. I lingered to look al those
bundles of squirming energy, a whole
roomful of brightness.

Over 200 pupils attend the Samabula
primary school, one of many such mission
schools established in Fiji tor Fijians and
Indians.

DEATH OF FORMER N. GUINEA
CUSTOMS CHIEF

R. EDWARD FETHERSTON

M PHIEBS, who until his relirement

in 1935, was Chief Collector of Cus-

loms in New Guinea, died at his home
in Sydney in January, aged 77.

He served with the ATF in New Guinea
during World War I; and, alter New
Guinea became an Australian Mandate,
he remained there and was appointed
to the Customs Department.

e S ——— e i
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CINCHONA PLANTATION IN NEW GUINEA -

By "NEW GUINEA PLANTER"

PRIOES of all tropical products are
high, and appear likely to continue

high for several years to come, thus
providing a unique opportunity for New
Guinea to rehabilitate itself without cost
to Australia,

This fertile territory has great agri-
cultural possibilities, and, if Government
control and restrictions are lifted, to take
advantage of the present high prices,
no subsidies, bonus or preferences are
needed to assist  development—only
rational Labour Ordinances and liberty
to return quickly to normal conditions.

Shipping, the present bugbear, will
quickly right itself as the Allled armies
are demobilised.

The groundwork of agricultural experi-
mentation was well lald in the past by
the small but efficient Agricultural
Department; and those men who did so
much, and have since been victims of
the war—George Murray, Clive Green.
and Lieut. Bechin, among others—should
not be trorfgtten.n Back ond tl}g‘:1 %‘ah di.se
Froggatt, rry  Dwyer an chards,
out to redeem the past and build for
the future,

We may perhaps see Keravat Experi-
mental Station doing its good work
again. Alyura, the highland Experi-
mental Station, despite an enemy almost
on its boundary, and much bombing and
strafing, never ceased its good work, and
the Territory will benefit accardin%]y.

It is interesting to note that Mr.
Bechin first planted cinchona at Alyura
nine or ten years ago. Gerneral
MacArthur, escaping from Bataan,
brought out cinchona seed and some of

this is said to have reached Aiyura. With
invasion, ANGAU, for the Army, took
over Aiyura.and, as a war mneasure, in-
creased the plantine of cinchona and,
seedlings included, the ecinchona plants
possibly number 140,000 to 150,000 now.

The planting of this cinchona was a
sound, long-sighted war measure, and,
had the war dragged on, would have
been of immeasurable value to the Allies.
The Russians, it is said, had found a
means of extracting quinine from three-
years-old cinchona plants.

Despite the work inveolved with ecin-
chona, as 8 war emergency measure, the
task of experimenting, breeding, and
recording of -eneral economic and ex-
perimental crops (including coffee, tea
and cocoa erops) never ceased at Aiyura,
and the results are there for the bene-
flt of those now returning to the Terri-
ory.

Also it is of interest to note that Alyura
is probably the best and largest example
of soil erosion prevention, by the contour-
terrace and drain system, to be seen in
this part of the world.

New Guinea is a great territory with a
ereat agricultural future for both nstive
and European, and it is imperative that
we get on to the job quickly.

ea———

Lieut, K. H. McColl, RANVR formerly
a plantation manager in the Solomons
and New Guinea, received his discharge
in Sydney recently, after nearly four
years' service in the Allied Intelligence
Bureau. He plans to return to the
Islands when normal conditions return.
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JENKIN’S

BOX 100
SUVA, FUI

THE LEADING STORE FOR ISLAND
CURIOS AND SOUVENIRS

We can supply—

Tortoiseshell Goods in bracelets, necklets, brooches.

85 a saflety measure; and “Doe”

Tortoiseshell Watch-Bands—made to measure.

Tortoiseshell, with “Cat’s Eye” Mountings,. in bracelets,
necklets, brooches, ear drops.

“Cat’s Eyes” set in Silver Filigree, in sets of necklace and
bracelet.

We can also supply Tappa Cloth.

Fiji-made Novelties in Large
Variety,

QUALITY GOODS AT
REASONABLE PRICES
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Catalogue.
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Drinks on the House
BY TUEAPA KOKO

PRIL of each year in Mangaia sees
our release from gloomy forebodings,
for the end of mad March is also

the end of the cyclone season. A special
celebration is held (among such as are
wont to quafl the flowing bowl!, over the
dead body of defunct March, that eremy
of all who have anything in the way of
worldly goods to lose,
ce, however, we- islanders of Man-
drank a different toast, in which
natives also joined. The liqguor was
€r wine nor beer, but carbon tetra-
chloride (which science

briefly calls
"CCL" I understand?),

For non-islanders there exists, in all
tropical lands, a parasite, which is called
the hook-worm. Natlves, or any other
persons going habitually barefooted, are
liable to become victims. The parasite
enters, as a microscopic object, the skin
of unprotected feet, and gets into a
human body, to fourish (and ETOW to
large size) in the digestive tract.

Fully developed, this awful sCOourge
attaches itself to the intestinal walls and
sucks, leech-like, its victim's life-blood.

anaemia that results is fatal—the
vietim “goes into a decline,” and soon
passes away. .

This horrible fate, however, no longer
threatens Polynesians since Dy. Sylvester
La rt, the famous tropical scientist,
discovered that the use of CCl prevenis
the parasite from getting its grip on even
natives who live in infested territory.

rl1HE Cook Islands are not included in
the danger area; but, owing to a

few cases belng diagnosed in some
gsrt's of the Group, a medical fiat went
orth that all persons upon this island
of Mangaia should, In common with the
rest of the Cook Islands population, take
a dose of the newly discovered pa.ns{.cea
our
college-trained Rarotongan physician, a
youth of 22) prepared the medicine in
a large glass jug, which he proceeded to
take around all the villages.

Now, in this, the “ciff village” I am
the only Eurcpean. Does a chief die, I
must attend Tuneral; if a neighbour

, its my duty to produce
material congratulations. ‘In other words,
to assist the wedding feast with timely
largesse; and in many other ways, too, I
must shoulder the local verslon of the
white man’s burden,

The load usually is not very heavy to
bear; but when I, upon a day, saw “Doc”
and his jug of valrakau (“free-water"—
Maori for medicine) coming in state up
the village road, I quaked a bit.

“Face,” be it noted, is just as mtgar_
tant in Polynesia as it is in Far Cathay.
And white man's face doubly so. Let a
European dodge his clearly indicated
duty, and his name, thereafter. is mud.

rving " that - all impertant. prosiae
preserving all- ] DI e,
both soclally and in trade. But “Doe”
was apprnafuhlng. and his eye was on me!

- “Dae,”

g
the
net

ean, _
aporoached, followed by a bizg conwvict
help rrying the muslin-covered jugs
and that stalwart followed by others
: glasses and various
he locked, to me, a par-
viclous Gestapo executioner,

the rear bore a bowl of

the glasses.
a Deacon

ticularly

A convict at
clear water for cleansing
Amid the shouts of the v
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All over the British Empire, every minute of
every day, more and more smokers are

saying, ‘Better buy Capstan (tobacco and

cigarettes) —they're blended better.”

CAPSTAN

TOBACCO and CIGARETTES
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FUTURE OF MANUS
BASE

An Australian General
Speaks His Piece

HE suggestion thal the Manus Har-
bour base in the Admiralty Islands
should be handed over to the United

States (whieh built and operated the
base) has been roundly condemned by
Sir Thomas Blamey, who was Ausfralian
Commander-in-Chief in World War II,
and who, since his retirement, has shown
a ready inclination to engage in public
arguments.

Sir Thomas says that Manus is vital to
the protection of Australia's east coast;
and, therefore, should remain in British
hands—in other words, in Australian
hands.

Sir Thomas, and people like him, are
dangerous dreamers, Australia, with its
7. million people, has no more chance
of protecting itself effectively against an
attack from Asia in the future than it
had in the past. Australia, even with its
five fighting divisions, led by Sir Thomas
Blamey in person, could not have held
back the Japanese in 1942 for one week,

USTRALIA was saved in 1942 by the
United States; and, should the same
unhappy situation arise again, Aus-

tralin again would have to look to the
United States for rescue.

The Mother Country will give all her
blood and treasure of which she is
capable to save her Dominlons; but, if
World War II taught one lesson more
than another, it is that, under the con-
ditions of '‘modern war, Greal Britain
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cannot possibly conduct a successful cam-
paign in the Pacific, while she is hersei
threatened in Europe.

If the United States cannot be induced
to police the Pacific in the future, and
progect the “status que,” then there prob-
ably will be no free white community in
the South Pacific in 100 vears’ time. The
best way for Australia and other Euro-
pean countries in the Pacific to guard
their future is, while maintaining the
closest possible relationship with ‘their
mother countries, to do everything pos-
sible to ensure American friendship,

If America wants a few square miles
of tropical islands as bases, let us give
them gladly. If Americans should ask
for 100 square miles of Australia, for the
purpose of establishing another State of
the Union here in the South-West Pacific,
the Australians should give thanks to all
their gods—and make the transfer before
the Americans could grow cold on the
idea. )

Australians, notoriously, are fools in
international affairs. But even Aus-
tralians must see that Australia, alone.
cannot defend herself against Asia, if and
when UNO is unable to keep the Asiatics
at home.

Two Australians, the Rev. and Mrs.
L. G. Phillips, have been accepted for
service with the Methodist Overseas Mis-
gions in Samoa. They will leave shortly
for their new appointment,

An old Suva landmark disappeared in
January when the big tree outside the
Central Post Office was cut down. The
tree was considered a danger to traffic,
because its roots were affecting the sur-
face of the road, and its branthes were
Lnterfering with telephone and power

nes.
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SUGAR PLANTATION ON
TAHITI SOLD

From Our Own Correspondent

PAPEETE, Jan. 10,

T is reported that the Atimaono Sugar

Plantation on Tahiti has passed to
the ownership of a French company
for the sum of 7,500,000 francs (Tahitian),

The early history of Atimaono, as a
cotton plantation, has been ably told by
Mr. W. W. Bolton, in earlier issues of
the “"PIM."

A native legend—first heard by this
writer from the lips of ancient Tahitian
patriarchs, more than 35 years ago—Te-
lates that, because of some treachery by
the original Stewart, the old Teva chiefs
laid a malediction which foreshadowed
disaster to all who might hold or culti-
vate Atimaono; until the land should be
restored to the families of its ancestral
proprietors.

The history of Atimacno, during the
past 70 years, has been a startling con-
tirmation of that old legend. During the
war, however, the Chinese operalors of
Atimaono appear to have appeased the
spirits of the angry Teva chiefs,

The plans of the new company have
not, as vet, been disclosed. It is pre-
sumed that new machinery will be in-
atalled at the sugar-mill and more
productive varieties of sugar-cane im-
ported for planting. There is no reason
in the world why this Colony should be
obliged to import the major part of its
sugar from distant countries,

The leading department store in Albury
(On-the-Murray) NSW, has been ac-
quired by Burns Philp & Co.,, Lid. It
will be continued under its original name
of “Mate's,” with the present staff.

REG. ADAMS,

Builders of

MODERN

Progress with Modern Designing.

LAYTON & CO.

SHIPBUILDERS
and ENGINEERS

COPPERSMITHS, WELDERS and PLUMBERS.

TRAWLERS and

Agents for Diesel Engines.

VESSELS REPAIRED

Write to us for Designs and Complete
Shipbuilding information.

REG. ADAMS, CLAYTON

& COMPANY
JOHN STREET, BERRY'S BAY, SYDNEY.
Tel.: XB 4475, XA 1731,

WOODEN FREIGHTERS,
ISLAND CRAFT.

and REMODELLED.

SLIPWAY FACILITIES
AVAILABLE.
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MORE SHIPS FOR
TAHITI

But European Visitors
Not Wanted

From Our Own Correspondent

PAPEETE, Jan. 12,

E are informed that the Union
Steamship Company of NZ is put-

ting freight steamers on the San
Francisco-Papeete-New Zealand route,
so that we shall have, approximately, a
monthly service. There will be no pas-
senger accommodation on these steamers.

Even if passengers were carried to
Tahiti, there would be no place for them
to lodge when they arrived, The hous-
ing shortage is so acute that local people,
whose leases are about to expire, are in
great difficulty as to where they will find
new abiding-places.

Moreover. no person is permitted to
tarry on Tahiti, except by special per-
mission of the Governor. No foreigner
is allowed to buy land in the Colony,
The outer islands are closed absolutely
against visit or settlement by anyone—
except actual natives of the several
islands so interdicted.

younger generation of Polynesians
in French Oceania are modern,
sophisticated. well educated (most of
them speak French and English), and, as
full citizens of France, they are politic-
ally conscious. They look with critical
eyes on every newcomer and judge him
for her) with uncanny accuracy. Readers
of crack-pot South Sea literature should
note that the Tahitian word for a white
person is “papaa”—which means, “a
crab.” The while wvisitor is, in every
case, regarded as a crab (erawling ashore
from the sea), until he proves himself
(or hersell) worthy to rank as a mem-
ber of the human race. 3
An expedition to the early morning
market would establish, beyond cavil, that
the old story of cheap provender in the
South Seas is a myth, This concerns the
foodstuff of the Islands. The average
visitor to the Islands derives most of his
sustenance from tins, bearing enticing
labels, imported expensively from far
countries,

FLAT WANTED

Business Lady requiring Un-
furnished or Furnished Flat.
Wishes contaet person going
abroad. Elizabeth Bay to Rose
Bay.

Please 'Phone M 3230 or FM 4319.

FEBRUARTY,

The Bonins
Jap Base That May Now be

American

LTHOUGH the question of American
bases in the Pacific is still ruffling
the pellucid waters of early peace

at  lrregular intervals—so far without
anything definite being done—it does
seem likely that the United States will
be permitted to retain those islands and
territories held formerly by the Japan-
ese, These are, the Marshalls, the
Marianas. the Carolines, Voleano Islands
and the Bonins.

Of all of these—from the point of view
of keeping an eye on Japan—the Bonins,
only 500 miles from the Japanese main-
land, are the most valuable strategically,
and possibly the least known.

Economically, their value is almost nil,
All 20 of them are voleanic in origin,
most of them are small, and only three
are inhabited. The name Bonin is sup-
nosed to have heen derived from the
Japanese words “Bu-nin Jima'—meaning
“without people”—the name given the
aroup by castaway Jap fishermen in the
1Tth eentury.

The islands were discovered, lost, and
then rediscovered many times by adven-
turers up to the bepinning of the 18th
ventury, since when they have remained
permanentlv upon our maps. The Japan-
ese knew of their existence for centuries
and some atltempts were made to colonise
them: but during their era of voluntary
seclusion the Bonins were practically cut
off from them and they were almost
forgotten.

In the 17th and 18th centuries, the
Portuguese and Dutch are believed to
have visited the group, and in 1823 came
Captain  Coffin, an American whaling
captain, who called at the southern
islands. His visit had only one result—
it aroused the interest of the British,
who immediately despatched a survey
ship, the “Blossom.” in command of
Captain Beechev. who took formal pos-
session of the islands in the name of his
king, by nailing a copper sheet upon a
tree,

The following vear, a Russian warship
called. The captain of this ship immedi-
atelv took possession, for the Czar of
the time.

Six wears later the first inhabitants
arrived—five Europeans itwo of them
American and one English) and 25
Hawailans, Thev broucht seeds, which
thev planted, and & Union Jack which
they hoisted. They apparently considered
themselves the beginning of a British
colony, but the British Government gave
them no helo in the way of supplies or
protection: one of the five Eurapeans
governed the settlement after a fashion
but thev were virtually independent of
any nation.
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Woven Wire for all Industry \

COPRA DRYING TRAYS, FLOORS, Etec.
FRUIT DRYING TRAYS, MINING SCREENS.

Heavy Mosquito Gauze in Phosphor Bronze and
other Metals Impervious to Salt Sea Air.

WIRE DOOR MATS AND GENERAL WIRE WORKS

E. WRIGHT & CO. LTD.

Office and Works: 148-152 Cleveland Street, Sydney, N.B.W,
Tele dress Chippendale,

"
Wrig
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IS was the state of affairs when

Commodore Perry went that way.

Perry was a century hefore  his
countrymen in his interest in Pacific
bases, and the Bonins had long appealed
to him as excellent for United States
purposes,

He visited the “British” settlement on
Peel Island: observed that the land was
fertile, the climate excellent, the water
supply adequate and that the harbour at
Port Lloyd sufficient for most purposes.
He noted, further, that the people vir-
tually owed allegiance to no one and
he thereupon boueht from one of them,
an American, Nathaniel Savory, a plece
of land for $30 and appointed Savory
United States agent,

Again the British were roused from
their lethargy and an account of Perry's
dealing with islanders who were “held
to be British" was demanded. There was
a series of exchanges between Britain
and America on the subject. while Perry
at home ftried to arouse interest in the
Bonins as an American base, The States
were, however, drifting rapidly towards
civil war at this time. and no one was
particularly interested in acquiring over-
seas bases in the Pacific or anywhere else,

Onee America lost interest, England
lapsed once more into her customary

apathy and the Bonins were again
neglected and forgotten.
Japan now emeged from seclusion,

and made the next move.
Government  announced suddenly  in
November, 1875. that the Bonins had
never been anvthing else but a Japan-
ese possession and that a ship was about
to leave for the Group.

Britain, roused to action, despatched a
warship. HMS “Curlew.” immediately, but
when it arrived the Japanese had al-
ready occupied the islands in force,

There were 5000 people on the three
inhabited islands in 1937 They grew
sweet potatoes, onions, sugar cane: and
maintained a fishing Industry. Surplus
products were exported to Japan in ex-
chanve for rice and other staple foods.

Almost a hundred years have passed
since Commodore Perry gave Nathaniel
Savory an American flag and made him
4 United States agent.  Indieations at
present are that the Bonins might now
play the part desisned for them then
by the far-seeing American seafarer.

The Japanese

HEAVY RAINS IN FRENCH
OCEANIA
From Our Own Correspondent

PAPEETE, Jan. 14.

THERE is a saying that “when rain

begins at Tahiti, it never knows

when to stop.” During the past
eight days, the islands in this part of
the Pacific have experienced a wide-
spread storm which, in some quarters,
has assumed hurricane proportions,

Meo’orea, Ra'latea and Bora Bora are
reported to have suffered considerable
damage [rom violent winds. On Tahiti,
the deluge of rain has swellen our rivers,
and three major bridges, on the highway
around the island, have been swept
away.

The high central mountains of Tahiti
usually protect the narrow coastal areas
from the violence of high winds. Pre-
cisely 20 years ago—during January,
1926—a  similar storm wrought great
damage in Mo'orea, Ra'iatea and Bora
Bora, The formation of the shallow
valleys on those islands causes vielent
winds to assume the character of whirl-
winds, which twist away the to _of
eg;:?ll_aut tl:t;:gS': and disintegrate buildings
to L8,
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Edgell Tomato
Products

We have received advice from Messrs. Gordon Edgell & Sons that their tomato
crop is expected to be very favourable and, in consequence, good supplies of
Edgell tomato products appear possible when the new season's canning takes
place about February-March, 1946.

EDGELL TOMATO JUICE: 10 oz., 16 0z, and 30 oz. cans will be available, packing
4 doz., 3 doz. and 2 doz. respectively.

EDGELL TOMATO PUREE: 16 oz. and 30 oz. cans will be the standardised pack,
cases 3 doz, and 2 doz. respectively.

EDGELL WHOLE PEELED TOMATOES: 16 oz and 30 oz cans are proposed,
packing 3 doz. and 2 doz. respectively.

EDGELL TOMATO SAUCE: Proposed standardised pack 10 oz, and 20 oz. bottles,
cases 4 doz. and 2 doz. respectively. It is also proposed to pack this line in 10 oz,
16 oz and 30 oz. cans, the advantage being seriously reduced transport costs,
coupled with the total elimination of bottle breakage.

EDGELL TOMATO SOUP: 16 oz. cans, and it is now proposed to have available
ex-new season’s pack, 8 oz. and 30 oz. cans.

Should you be interested in these lines we should appreciate your tentative
orders so that we may make the necessary reservations.

Prices are not yet to hand from the Commonwealth Prices Commissioner, but as
soon as we receive them we shall advise you.

WRITE TO YOUR SYDNEY AGENT, OR

C. SULLIVAN PTY. LTD. 379 Kent St. Sydney

Bankers: Bank

GENERAL MEACHANTS . . . EXPORT AGENTS

REPRESENTING LEADING FIRMS IN THE PACIFIC ISLANDS,

Islands Produce sold on Shippers’ Account—Liberal Advances against Consignments.
Buyers of all Islands’ Requirements on Commission—Original Invoices Furnished.

of New South Wales .. Bank of New Zealand .. Comptoir National d’Escompte de Paris.

Cable Address: Chasull, Sydney.

379 KENT STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W.

C. SULLIVAN Pty. Ltd.
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VALUE OF THE FRANC

Effect of New Exchange on
Colonial Pacific Trade

r]\HE frane of Metropolitan France has
been stabilised at 480 to the £

sterling, and 119 to the United States
dollar (which means, in terms of gold,
that the frane is now worth about one
half-penny), This has been done to
stimulate French exports, and induce a
flow of Anglo-American funds into
France.

Those who remember the events of
1920-30, following World War I, have no
doubt about what will happen. France
will suffer considerably for a few years,
in an economic sense, but she will sell
abroad everything she can  export.
Meanwhile, to pget the cheap lving
accorded by the cheap frane, hundreds
of thousands of Anglo-Americans—
especially those on small incomes—will go
to France as soon as transport is avail-
able. Tourism will be worth countless
millions to France in the future, as it
was in the past,

But the franc has been given a dif-
ferent, value in different parts of the
French Colonial Empire — just as the
value of the £ varies in different parts
of the British Empire. These values, in

relation to the £ sterling, are as
follow:—
Number to
Franec £ Sterling
FEPATIBE ool oan] s e e e 480
g b S S U SR 200
BTIeR s i s s 265
West Indies .. | S5 2as

This further table also is of interest:—
100 Pacific franes equal 240 Metropolitan
franecs.
100 African franes equal 170 Metropolitan
Irancs.
100 West Indies franes equal 170 Metro-
politan francs.

Actually, there has been no change in
the relationship between the Pacific frane

FEBRUARY,

and lhe Anplo-American currency, The
Ausiralian or New Zealand £ is still
equal to about 160 Pacific francs, and
about 180 Pacific franes go to the Fiji £.
The Pacific frane holds its value because
both New Caledonia and French Oceania
have accumulated substantial credit
balanees in dollars and pounds,

Prices in France will rise, of course, but
not enourh to wipe vul the exchange ad-
vantage. The effect of all this upon
trade in the French Pacific Colonies will
be worth watching. The tendency prob-
ably will be the resumption of purchases
in France by the French Colonies, But
that cannot come for a considerable time
—not until there is transportation, and
France has enough goods for her own
needs and to meet nearby demands. The
strong trade relationships created between
the Fretich Colonies and the British
Dominions and the United States, since
1940, almost certainly will continue for
50me Vears,

As the United States dollar is now as
important in the South Pacific Territories
as the various £'s, this table also is of
interest:—
£1 sterling equals .. ..
£1 Aust. (or NZ) equals 3.19 US dollars
£1 Piji equals .. ., .. 3.50 US dollars
One US dollar equals 119.1 Metro. francs
One US dollar equals 48.6 Pagific franecs

4.00 US dolars

Warrant-Officer J. 8. H. Doran, of
ANGAU, lost his life through drowning,
at Bougainville, on May 23, 1945, and
was buried at Torokina. He was for-
merly a resident of Bulolo, New Guinea.

Mr. H. A. E. Tunks, civil engineer, of
the New Guinea Administration Service,
who for four vears was engaged on the
construction of the Sydney graving dock,
and was in July last appointed temporar-
ily to the Department of Works and
Housing, Melbourne, as Area Planning
Officer for Vietorla and Tasmania, leff
Sydney by air on January 2 to resume
duty in the Territories. with the Provi-
sional Administration.
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_, 2 BEDROOMS

and a SUN-ROOM
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this "“Durabestes” home,
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AUSTRALIANS
SACRIFICED

Unnecessary Jungle
Campaigns in NG

“I'HESE men need nol have died” is
the title of a striking article in
Australian newspapers of February

7, by Noel Ottaway, a well-known war

correspondent.

Mr. Ottaway gives effective phrasing
to a thought that has been in the minds
of most students of the Pacific War. In
1844, the Forces of the United States,
having smashed Jap offensive power in
the South-west Pacific, moved on north
of the Equator, towards Japan. They
handed over the whole area to Ausira-
lain divisions.

As the Yanks moved out of Bougain-
ville, New Britain, and the Wewak re-
gions, the Australians moved in,

The malaria-ridden jungles of Bou-
gainville, eastern New Britain and nor-
thern New Guinea still were full of
Japs; “"but,” said the Americans, “don't
worry about them. Their bases have been
smashed, their sea communications are
totally destroyed, they are getting no
supplies—just sit tight and let the jungle
and the fever do the rest. The Japs
will be defeated in Jupan.’

Very wisely, onee they had broken up
the Japs' organisation and driven them
into the jungles, the Americans had made
no move to follow up. They just re-
mained In their well-equipped bases,
where their men could be properly led
and cared for, and left the rest to
Nature,

BU'I' the Australian High Command,
for some unexplained reason, de-
cided to organise campaigns fo root
those Japs out of the jungles. And so
we saw months of ecruel and bitter fight-
ing in Bougainville and northern New
Guinea. The Australians probably killed
5,000 Japs; but the Japs and the jungle
killed not less than 1,000 Australians,
Mr, Ottaway says that those campaigns
were certainly not ordered by General
MacArthur. It was apparent to any aver-
age intelligence that they were unneces-
sary, and a waste of life. 150,000 Japs
were gathered in in these areas after
Japan  surrendered. The Australinn
jungle eampaigns had neot the slightest
bearing on Japan's decision to capitulate.
There are no belter soldiers in the
world than Australians—every natlon
acknowledges their dash, and courage,
and genius In open warfare. But there
never has been any praise for that mys-
terious institution ealled the Australian
High Command. On the contrary, there
has been much severe criticism and sus-

MONTHRLY

£ “TURE icion that responsibility for grave de-
= ﬁ‘AMUFACTUREFS Sisons has been left with some very
= il B L L incompetent and over-fed professional
= 'Phone MX 2411, or write Jjob-holders,
= G.P.O. Bex 474, Sydney.
= i S i The “PIM" will lay a penny lo a
= = " E gooseberry that the decision of
£ Iy 3 ORDER THROUGH E January, 1942, to keep the 300 civilians
E 1 ( (7971 éA"‘/’// ’ B YOUR REGULAR £ in Rabaul when the Japs were invad-
£ Al ISLAND TRADER, S ing (resulting in a {lerrible loss of
£ u “ AB F S TO S : S life) can be traced back to the same
= 4 = g = Ili T d th
= ASHESTODS -CEMENT SHEETS , FOR A DEAUTIFUL HDME £ ;’;i;; i;‘;;;z‘:::;ﬁywﬁ‘ﬂi;;‘;ﬁ;”?ﬂﬂﬂ:
campaigns in 1945,
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Any news of the fate or whereabouts
of Mr. Arnold Davies, who was a well-
known resident of Wallif and Tarawei,
Wewak area of New Guinea, before the
Japanese invasion, would be gladly re-
ceived by his wife, Mrs. M. Davics, of
328 Kooyong Road, Caulfield, Victoria, Mr.
Davies was well known among the old
hands in the gold-mining areas as
“Unele”—but he seems to have been lost
sight of between 1938 and 1940,

The Rev. Harlan and Dr. Dorothy Del-
bridge, of the Methodist Mission, Fiji,
with two of their children, are now on
furlough in Australin. Mr. Delbridge is
having his first furlough for eight vears.

Livestock for Islands

Penple who intend tn take Stock to New
Quines  are hereby notifled that I have on
hund the right class of

Cattle—
Mules—
Horses
to sult both the Climate and the Pastures of
the Territories,

When shipping Is avallable, T can dellver, on
the ship in Cairus or Townsyille, Stock intended
for any of the Paclfic Islands, including Nether-
lands Indies, Singapore and the Philippines.

I will take all care of Stock and will be re-
sponsible for thelr delivery on the Ship in
Sound Condition.

For further particulars, upply to
J. J. TOOGOOD
Rollingstone, via T i Q

Orders accepted through any Stock Agent, or
Bank, in Calrns or Townsville, or direct.

FPEBRUARY,

Territories May Seek
“Ward Damage”
Compensation

ABLING from Koitaki, Papua, on
February 5, a Sydney “Sun" corres-
pondent reported that, while the

European staffs were on the job on
the Papuan rubber plantations, the
planters, for the most part, were still
without native labour. Consequently, pro-
duction has fallen off very much and
the Papua industry, capable of giving
Australia 2000 tons per annum (one-
tenth of the country's vital demand for
rubber). is more or less paralysed.

On Koitaki, 60 men are working, out
of a normal labour force of 600—and
Koitaki is one of the lucky plantations,

Last October. when the change-over
from military to eivil government was
due, it was necessary to transfer the
native labour contracts from one regime
to the other, It could have been done,
quite simply, without disturbing the
natives. or the industries they served.

But Australian Minister Ward, eager
to make a grand gesture that would be
praised in Leftist meeting-places. can-
celled all the contracts. and told the
natives thev were free to go home or
re-eneage, as they pleased. The natives,
almost to a man, went home, They are
still at home.

There still is practieally no native lab-
our available. Plantations are languish-
ng. mines cannot get back to production.
and the publie servants in Port Moresby
are washing their own shirts,

A return of native labour is exnected
in two or three months’ time. Menn-
while, the Territories' opinfon of Mr,
Ward and his native labour ideas is ex-
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Court-martial of AIB
Officer
Jap Evidence Against J. J. Murphy

eourt-martial of Captain John
Joseph Murphy, of the AIB, and
formerly a patrol officer in Man-
dated New Guinea, commenced at Lae,
in_late January. .

Murphy is accused of having given in-
formation to the enemy when he was
captured in New Britain in October, 1043,
after landing with a party from a sub-
marine. Three other members of the
party were killed but Murphy was taken
prisoner and was recovered in Rabaul
when the Japanese surrendered.

Chiel witness against Murphy, in Lae,
wis Captain F. Yoshishiko, of the Japan-
ese Forces, who stated that he com-
manded s naval unit at Gasmata at the
time Murphy was ambushed and cap-
tured, He saw Murphy on October 5
and 6, and interrogated him, Murphy
is alleged to have given the name of
at least one member of his party, the
information that a number of similar
parties had landed in New Britain and
that an Allied force would land in New
Britain in October. (An Allied force did
?&tsl‘and in New Britain until December,

Murphy appeared at the court-martial
wenaring the 1930-45 and Pacific Star rib-
bons. He pleaded not guilty.

Only Japanese evidence was taken in
Lae. The court-martial was then ad-
lourned to a date and place yet to he
fixed—probably in the vicinity of Sydnev,

pressed in simple words of one syllable!
There is talk of demanding “Ward
Damage Compensation™!

Established 1980,

Bankers:
Bank of New
Zealand, Auckland.

AGENTS WANTED.

good sellers,

re-sale value.

In the Pacific or the O

Wm. H. WATSON

e

American Servicemen in the Paelfie: Sell Island curios
in the Paclfic now, and In the US.A. when you return
home. Send 20.00 to 100.00 dol for trial order of Mother-
of-Pesr] Brooches and strings of Sea-Shells, all guaranteed
These goods are sent by parcel post franked
with high walue Cook Tslands stamps, which have a high

PRESENTS FROM THE PACIFIC.

The following 5.00 dol. parcel sent post free to any address
BaAL

1 hBrigh: coloured Hula-Skirt, with decorated walst-
and.

“PARAU"”

Shell.

3 Strings Assorted Sea-Shells, 60 in. long,

Wholesale and Retail Trader
RAROTONGA, COOK ISLANDS

Cable Address: Watson, Rarotonga.

STAMP DEALERS AND COLLECTORS.

Covers serviced for Dealers at usual rates,
Send one dollar for two covers franked with the current
issue of the Cook Islands stamps. %d, to 1/- (elght
Stamps Per cover),
Cover collectors: Here 18 & "rare" offer—First Day Cover,
Cook Island, King George V Jubilee, 1835, complete set,
only 5.00 dol. Used sets off cover, Cook Island, King Gearge
VI Coronatinn, 50 cents. per sof.

M.O.P. PRODUCTS.

We manufacture a large sssortment of lovely designs
made by native craftsmen from Penrhyn Island Pear]

Collectors:

Sent air-mail to any address. To

1 Mother-of-Pearl Brooeh,
1 Cook Island Pennant—island scene in calours.

“RAROTONGA”

HULA-SKIRTS.

ISLAND BOOKS BY
ROBERT DEAN FRISBIE.

The finest Hula-Skirts made in the South Seas come
from Rarotongn; over 50,000 sold. These are made in
bright colours with floral decorated waist-bands.
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This well-known Amezican writer has autographed a
limited number of his two latest books, “Tsland of Desire"
and “Amaru," go that a Yew of his fans can secure some-
thing that is always treasured, an “Author's Copy,” The
price, 7.00 dol. for the two, sent registered mall to any
ﬂ‘i‘:r“" When remitting dollar bills, please register the
letter.

“THE READER’S DIGEST.”

Have the world's best Digest posted direct to you from
the U.S.A. at the following attractive rates: Omne year's
subseription, 13/-; two year's subscription, 20/-: post free,
Send your full name and address and subscription to
above Rarotonga address.

SHELL NECKLACES.

White, Yellow and assorted Shells, emch string 60 in.
long, Any quantity can be supplied. Over half a million
strings of these popular shells have been exported, Terms—
D/P your own bank,

ISLAND FOOTWEAR.

Made in our own factory here in Rarolonga. At present

specialising in women's Road and Evening Sandals. Extra

wide lasts, suitable for native trade.

Bizes, 3-T.

Best materinls used.
Colours: white, black and brown. Be the first

in your territory to stock this good seller by eabling for

trial order of dozen palr, nssorted colours, designs and
sizes,

-
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STRONG CRITICISM OF SOLOMONS
ADMINISTRATION

Indifference Towards Plight of the Displaced Planters

From a private letter from Lieut. Leslie
F. Gill, an old BSI planter, who rendered
notable service du the Pacific war.

RE is little hopeful news that can

be told to the displaced planters

and traders of the British Solomons,
who for several years have been eating
out their hearts in exile in Australia an
elsewhere. When questioned regarding
war damage compensation, or rehabilita-
tion policy, the invariable official reply
is: “There is no policy.” And we are
supposed to be satisfied with that!

Why is there not a policy? Ample time
has elapsed in which to formulate one
—sgince the Japanese invasion, in fact.

It was solely due to Colonial Office flat-
footedness and lack of foresight that the
overseas British Colonies and Depen-
dencies were caught without a war
damage insurance scheme similar to those
operating in Britain, Australia, and the
Australian-controlled islands. The same
official ineptitude which let us down in
the first place now expects us to rot and
languish while it plays around with gran-
diose schemes for the dim future,

The official attitude is cold-bloodedly
legalistic: “You have no contract, so you
have no legal claim.” No moral obliza-
tion seems to be felt at all. We and our
problem are to be written off, apparently,

E High Commissioner says he wel-

comes criticism.  When asked re-

cently about rehabilitation he ans-
wered that more important countries
must come first.

What countries? Apart from Malaya

and Hong Kong, which of the Colonial
Office’s proteges has been more war-
ravaged than the Solomons?

‘We learn in the press that the wealthy
Malayan interests have a scheme to re-
habilitate themselves; that the British
Government guarantees to protect the
interests of the small Malayan prodicers;
that the Siamese Government has pro-
mised to pay for war damage suffered by
British interests in Siam—all of which
takes care of a considerable liability in
that important area.

What of the British Solomons? The
amount involved here is a bagatelle—
probably less than a million sterling—
about two hours' cost to Great Britain of
running the war. But to many of the
settlers in the British Solomons it is a
matter of life and death; of justice and
fair play; prineciples for which we fought
the war.

cannot be entirelv a question of

money., Money is being poured out

like water in the Solomons to-day, in
Governmental expenditure and schemes
in which it would be wise to defer, ar
limit, outlay until costs fell to a more
normal level, and the post-war outlook
was more clearly discernible.

I refer particularly to the expenditure
on the new capital, engineering work-
shops, sawmill, roads and bridges
motorised equimunt and wehicles, and a
areat outlny for vessels for District Ad-
ministration—all of which are being
bought at the ton of the market, by an
Administration whose personnel are of
wartime vintage, and who are conse-
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gquently sublimely ignorant of our nermal
needs and our capacity to bear the re-
current  expenditure that such public
works and services will entail.

We displaced settlers maintain that a
large portion of the above expenditure
would have been more profitably and
equitably employed In re-establishing us
and restarting the plantation industry,

The Administration must face the bald
faet that the copra industry is the basis
of this country's economy. Commonsense
should dictate its early re-establishment
while the price for copra is still highly

profitable, First things first, Get our
basic industry operating immediately,
thereby helping to rehabilitate natives

and whites alike, and providing an ever-
increasing revenue for the Government,

Gold, timber, and agricultural develop-
ment schemes of a more or less nebulous
nature may well be left to fall into step
behind the copra industry, and to gradu-
ally develop as the eountry recovers.

E old-timers stand appalled at the
orgy of Governmental expenditure
in the Solomons compared with

pre-war days. We feel that we are the
victims of High Policy.

The fall of Malaya marked the end of
an era in British Colonial Administra-
tion.  Arraigned before the court of
world opinion for not having done
enough for the native peoples in its
care, the British Government is now
frantically spending money in the over-
seas Dependencies in a belated effort to
justify its holding of such countries

In pre-war davs, when we were solvent,
we were starved for funds to aid our
development, Now that we are bank-
rupt, hundreds of thousands of pounds
are being rapidly svent in hastily econ-
ceived schemes, All in the name of
PROGRESS. The idea seems to be to
gpend a lot of money as quickly as pos-
sible—for window dressing and f{ace sav-

DIESEL ENGINES

WIDDOP

5 H.P. to 500 H.P.

H. WIDDOP & CO,, LTD.

Telephone - Keighley 3727-8

GREENGATE, KEIGHLEY
ENGLAND

Tlilgrml: Widdop Keighley

Codes A.!C. th Edlthoa. Bentleys, So.nuey- Second

Motor Coaster,
5. Americo.

FPassenger Ferey, |

/ ?tﬁ: Nigeria.

Middie Eomt

We are prepared to consider Agencies for certain territories
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ing reasons.

The principal recommendation for an
object ol expenditure seems to be that it
must be new. Trhat is PROGRESS, 'The
past must be ignored, apparently. Yet
rue progress is usually a matter of has-
tening siowly under cautious and experi-
enced guidance—not rushing into schemes
of lavisn expenditure under inexperienced
leadership.

MIDST the welter of new ideaz and
plans for spending thousands of
pounds, nothing is heard of plans for

reimbursing the natives 1or personal
losses suffered during the occupation and
the liberation.

Many of the natives sustained heavy
losses, particularly ‘the natives of the
Western Solomons. Their houses were
looted, possessions stolen, and their
gardens despoiled—nol so much by the
Japanese, who were not su numerous, as
by the Americans and New Zealanders,

The natives said that they were very
seared when the Japanese first invaded;
but when the Nips did not harass them

unduly, they became adjusted, though
still watchfut and actively hostile. When
the liberating foreces swarmed in, the

natives were jubilant — then became
scared again when the troops raided their
gardens and looted their possessions.

The natives understood the necessity
for, and were philosophic about, the des-
truction of their coconut groves Lo make
roads, airfields, and defence areas. They
retired before the storm. But they did
not understand, and resented bitterly,
having their gardens raided, their pos-
sessions taken, and followed into their
new lastnesses by Servicemen.

The stealing of their canoces and the
raiding of their gardens imperilled the
native food supply. These were ungen-
erous and thoughtiess actions on the part
of well-fed troops to a friendly, brave,
and helpful people—already underfed
as & result of the Japanese invasion,
Nevertheless, they continued to fight the
Japs and to help us 100 per cent.

I would make 1t clear that the above is
a record of what occurred only during
the first stage of the liberation—the com-
bat period. Subsequently, the troops,
USA and NZ, were generous to a fault
to the natives and won their hearts,

FEBRUARY,

But that did not replace the lost pos-
sessions, canoes, sewing machines, boats,
gramophones, clothing, building iron,
household goods, heirlooms, ete.  Surely
that job is up to us.

T present, and for several months
past, surplus war material is being
disposed of by the American Gov-

ernment in the Solomons, A thousand
and one things extremely useful for
rehabilitation purposes are being sold
cheaply, dumped into the sea, or burned:
The waste of valuable building material,
foodstuffs, equipment and other articles
makes bleed the hearts of natives and
whites alike. Because of the lack of cash
they are missing the chance of a lifetime,
Simply because the Government has no
policy, and is making no payments for
war damage compensation,

In addition, at such a time, the Gov-
ernment in its wisdom has seen fit to col-
lect Customs duty on articles purchased
from the Americans. Surely the Govern-
ment could have been more generous and
waived its doubtful rights to such an
onerous impost on a war-ravaged com-
munity., The Americans are generous and
want to help us — but the Government
steps in and exacts its pound of flesh.

The Government itself, and the mis-
sions, are reaping a rich harvest in gifts
and cheap material: medical stores, jeeps,
trucks, lumber, tools, foodstuffs, ete. For-
tunately, some of the missions have large
funds in hand, subscribed by the over-
seas churches for rehabilitation, so are
taking advantage of present opportunities.

But the ruined, or half-ruined, planters
can only stand on the sidelines and look
on hungrily, knowing that soon the golden
opportunity will have gone for ever,

A more far-seeing Government would
have aecquired a stock-pile of many of
these items, and reserved them lor sale
to the exiled planters upon their return.
A small loan would have financed the
deal, the Government being recouped
principal and interest on resale. It
would have been a sound investment. As
it is, the goods, as I have said, have
been burned or dumped into the ocean.

Governments, apparently, are good onmy
at spending. When it comes to taking
advantage of a heaven-sent opportunity
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they seem tolally lacking in ordinary
business acumen and foresight—or think
only of themselves.

MOROBE WARRIORS

NEW generation of warriors now

lie beside the old pioneers in
Salamaua’s Cemetery. These verses,
written to their memory, are by Alice
Allen Innes.

The jungle's most luxuriant shawl

Hai; draped from sight the shame-scarred
and.

Solt winds play down from rugged heights,

To whisper prayers, fair grasses fanned,

And stirs to swaying reverence, boughs

Tender and green; a living shawl—

It guards the graves of heroes now,

In still suspense of tropic night

Shall muted drums of batile call?

Do ghost-men through leal-caverns glide,
From far green worlds, defiant all?

Do ghost-canoes still haunt the strand,
Wreck'd barge, by craft of vesteryear,
Since fire and ferror smote this land?

When from the henceforth sacred hills,
When planes from Missim to the Sea
Shall zoom by Lae to Parsee Heads

And breast the winds contemptuously,
There, strong sou'-east or wild nor'-west
Shall vie with rain-squalls on the bay
To echo paeans of pioneers,

And spirits brave of long-past years.

So we must see, though through our tears,
This voiceless song shall live for aye |
The victory notes each sleeper henrs
Saluting conguerars of to-day.

Laws of New Guinea and
Papua
An Invaluable Consolidation

A MONUMENTAL work for the Aus-
tralian Pacific Territories has been

_carried out by a section of the Aus-
tralian Army Directorate of Research and
Civil Affairs, in the consolidation of the
laws of Papua and New Guinea., The
work was done by Lieut.-Colonel T, P.
Fry and a staff of trained legal men,
who had been enlisted in the Army. The
director, in civil life, is Dr. Frv. head
of the Law School of Queensland Uni-
versity.

The laws of the two Territories con-
sisted of hundreds of Ordinances, adopted
Acts of Queensland, Orders-in-Council,
Regulations, Proclamations, By-laws and
Notices. The number of such documents,
and the partial destruction of records in
Rabaul and Port Moresby, provided legal
practitioners and Crown Law people with
a kind of nightmare.

The work of consolidation oceupied over
a year. The task of printinc—now in
hand—is a huge job: there will be about
5,000 pages. But it has been done so
well, with collation, annotation and in-
dexing, that the nightmare no longer
exists, Once UNO has had its say, and
the future of the two Territories is clear,
and the "“Provisional" phase is past. the
work of administering the laws will be
comparatively simple.

As the printing of the consolidation will
not be complete for some time, the com-
pilation is being photostated, and three
photostat copies will be available for the
early use of the Administration and the
Department.

This expensive consolidation represents
at least onc benefit which these Terri-
tories derive from the war. It has been
done by the Army, at Army cost. It never
would have been done, in so complete a
fashion, in any other way.

WOLLONGONG
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PENSIONS FOR
CIVILIANS

Dependants of Men Lost

in Aust. Territories

CANBERRA, Feb. 8.
was officially announced here to-day
that the position of dependants of
Australians who lost their lives as a

direct result of the Japanese invasion of
part of New Guinea and Papua, has been
considered by the Government, The
statement continues:—

“As, in the opinion of the Government,
the lives lost were given in the national
service of Australia, it has been decided
to grant pensions to their dependants
under conditions of eligibility similar to
those prescribed in the Australian Sol-
diers’ Repatriation Act for a soldier with
the rank of Private.

“It will be recalled that at the time of
the Japanese Invasion of Rabaul, and
other parts of New Guinea and Papua,
early in 1942, there were a considerable
number of Administration officials, mis-
sionaries and other civilians in the area
in addition to the Army Garrison. In-
formation received in October, 1945, shows
that many of those persons lost their
lives on the prisoner of war ship
‘Montevideo Maru’ which was torpedoed
near Luzon on July 1, 1942,

EDITORIAL NOTE: The widow of an
Australian Private Soldier is entitled to
€5 per fortnight, and the first child is
entitled to 35/- per fortnight. Pensions
are granted to other dependants accord-
ing to circumstances.

Procedure in relation to applications
for the pension has not yet been worked
out. It is presumed that the pension will

MONTHLY—FPEBRUARY,
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be payable from July, 1842; that any pay-
ments made by the Commonwealth to de-
pendants since 1943, will be sel against
the dependant’s claim for pension since
1942; and that applications will have to
be made to the Department of External
Territories. We hope to publish a state-
ment about procedure in the March

It should be noted that the pension is
not confined to the dependants of the
men lost in Rabaul: it goes to the de-
pendants of ‘all civilians lost in New
Guinea and Papua as the result of the
Jap invasion.

CLIMBING MT. BALBI
Not Accomplished by Australian

Sergeant
"I SHOULD fear a strip of skin off you
for your November Tropicality

where vou make me say that the
Aussie sereeant climbed Balbi (Bougain-
ville).” writes Mr. F. R. Charlton, of Fiji
“This was not so. 1 was told that he
erossed the divide to the south of Balbi
where it 15 comparatively low—about 2,700
feet I think—and he followed the mean-
dering native paths.

“In mv own attack on the mountain.
which was made from Olsimakoia village,
1 disregarded the paths and followed up
a mafjor mountain spur because T was in-
terested in charting the topography of
the region. The attempnt on Balbi was
of secondary importance and was not
nressed becatise of the time factor and the
discomfort to my bovs. My main object
wns fn obtain ' a Dbird's-eye view of
the valleys leading down to Numa Numa
and to locate the main features of the
villages in them.

“I was accompanied by a Captain

67
The Simple Life on Tahiti

From Our Own Correspondent

PAFEETE, Jan. 3.

HE wvolume of noise in and about

Papecte is steadily increasing and,
inasmuch as an internal combustion
motor has been attached to everything
movable on the island, this stalement
applies to the country districts, as well.

The Tahitian loves nolse. During in-
tervals, when his gramophone is not
blaring or he, himself, is not smiling a
piece of roofing iron with a hammer, an
emply petrol tin and some sticks, in the
hands of his offspring, supply entertain-
ment,

The 10 p.m. curfew abates, but does
nat extinguish, the confusion of noises;
for at that hour the Brotherhood of the
Bottle begin to circulate in ancient
motor-cars, to make the welkin ring
with drunken cries.

The procession of trucks. which travel
by night through the district with open
exhausts and blaring horns, ensure that
country-folk shall not sleep too soundly.

The average Polynesian has abandoned
all curiosity as te happenings in the out-
side world. Even the arrival of a ship
interests no one—except the proprietors

of  honky-tonks and the vendors of
“curios.”
“Our own problems,” the Tahitians

say, “are sufficiently pressing to reguire
all our attention, Why, then, should we
trouble our minds with the quarrels of
distant peoples?"

Richardson, who subsenuently became
planter in New Britiin, and an NCO
named Millthorpe, from NSW."

@

GOLD!

HISTORY rells us that the discovery
w1851 of gold in Victona did much

e POy T T
(C_ SERVING AUSTRALIA ") = ==
IN PEACE AND WAR b dgas

6)

7 MO Z OF A SERIES
=

to cocourage the success and prosperity of the Stae, One
autharity reported:- So great were the aumbers sceting off for
the poldficlds of New South Wales it scemed likely thar
Victon would sink into a very msignificant place among the
Australian colonies.  In alarm, 3 oumber of leading citizens
wnited 1o form the Gold Discovery Committee’, and offered
& reward of £200 for the firse innmanon of gold within 200
miles of Melbourne.”

“The first useful discovery seems to have been made ar Clunes
an tst July by a Californian named Esmand, who — despite the
counter-clums of a parcy which made o simultaneous discovery
ar Anderson’s Creek (near Warrandyee) “received honours and
emalumenes as the first discoverer, Within o month,” continues
the historian, "Ballarar wok rank as the richest goldheld in
the warld, Ten thousand men were at work on the Yarrowee
. . - wiling beneath the ground to excavate the soil and pass
it v to companions wha hurricd to the creck, where twelve
hundred cradles, worked by brawny arms were washing the
sand from the gold.”

It evas Ballirat and its goletfields which firstattracted Thas, Steallose,
Josder of Swallow & Ariell, But avconding 1o o enlogy of a later
day, "the scope of bis ambition was vt to be limsted wirbin the
Bosnds of @ provincial souni, bowever flawrishing.  He yerned 1o
he metrapolts, and seized upon & bustness site on the sea-buard.”

[\—_— -

SWALLOW & ARIELL

LEADERS IN THE BISCUIT INUUSTRY SINCE 1864
WARERE LS UF THE FABUUR SWALLIY & ARIELL PO PURINGY. EAREL AND JET EREAN
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SHIPPING AND PLANE SERVICES

TIIE following sea and air services are

running to schedules in the Pacific.

Nane of the regular services which were suspended, owing to war conditions, have
been restored; bul preparations are under way for their early re-introduction.
As they become available they will be announced here.

New Zealand—Fiji—
Seamoa—Tonga

SERVICE CONDUCTED BY UNION S§ €0.,
LTD.—SUBJECT TO ALTERATION WITHOUT

NOTICE
“Matun “Mutun®"
Feb.-Mar Mar. -Apl.
Auckland 21 (Feb.) 21 (Mar.)
Buva . . 25-28 25-28
Vavai i - e s
Nukualofy 28-1 24-28
Vavau 5 2 A
Apln* 2-5 a1-2
Buya .. B-0 5-8
Auckiand 13 10
*Western time
New Zealand—Cook
.
Is.—Niue—Samoa
E motor wvessel “Maul Pomare”

owned and operated by the N% Goy-
ernment, maintains a direct service

between Auckland and Rarotonga (Cook
Island), with alternative ecalls at Niue
and Apia (Samoa),
Auvekland s e e Ded Jan. §
Rororonga . Jan. 11
Niug* . iy s . Jun, 14
Apin® > L - Dee. 11-12  Jan. 17-18
Niue* , Jan, 21
Rarotongn : . Dec, 18-17
Auckland G FeED = T L
Lyttelton . e e Jan, 30
“Wostern Time,
“Araul Pomare," after completlon of discharge
at Lyttelton on January 30, proceeds itn Wel-

lington: where shie will withdraw for survey,

Details from Islands Department, Gov-
ernment offices, Wellington, NZ.

New Caledonia

HE New Caledonlan Government has sub-
sidised and maintained the coastal ship-
Pl services, The East Coast, the West

Coast, and the Lovally Islands, under present
conditions, receive 10 round trips per annum.
The ships call at the following ports:

EAST COAST.—Yate, Ounia, Thio, Nakety,
Canaln, Kousoua Kua, Moneo, Ponerihouen,
Tibarama, Poindimie, Wagap, Touho, Tipindje,
Hienghene, Tao, Oubateh, Pouebo, Balade, Pam,
Arama, and return,

WEST COAST —Pouembout, Kone, Temalg,
Voh, Oyaco Gomen, Koumac, Tangilou, Tiebaght,
Nehoue Poume, Banba, Belep and return,

LOYALTY ISLANDS.- Mare (Tadine), Lifou
(Chepenehe) Ouven (Fajaoue, St Joseph) and
return.

The steamer

"Neéo Hebridals” runs regularly
between

Noumea and Sydney, with occazlonal
trips to the New Hebrides (mostly  Aneityum) .
The owners are Societe Maritime et Maniere
Huagen, Noumea. Svdney sgents: H C. Sleigh,
354 George Street, Bydney.

Sydney—Norfolk Island—
New Hebrides

II!H‘E S8 “Morinda,"” Burns Philp & Co.,
Ltd., runs at sooroximately six-
seven weeks' intervals from Svdnev
to Lord Howe Tsland, Norfolk Tsland, and
main ports of the New Hebrides, and
refurn. A rezular fixed fimetable is not
vet practicable.
SS “Morinda” will sail approximately
on 1]3&"" 1, 1945, Jan. 16, 1946, and March

Sydney—Auckland

.
Airways

T.-\SM,AN Empire Airways, Ltd., operate a

fiylng-hoat service between Rose Bay,

Sydney, and Mechanies Bay, Auckland., Large

flying-boats, capable of carrying 20 PASSENEETS,
are employed, The trip is comfortable, and
takes from & to 10 lhours, according to weather,

The fiving-boats ususlly leave Syvdney at day-
light on Tuesdays. Thursdays and Saturdays,
and leave Auckland at daylight on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays.

Bookings may be made at the Auckland and
Sydney offices of Tasmsn Emplre Airways,

From Factory Straight to You !

STROMBERG - CARLSON

New Dual Wave Radios.
Air Circulators.

MULTIPLO INCUBATORS

Kerosene qnd Electric Incubatcrs

WE ARE ON THE SPOT TO SEE THAT YOU GET YOUR QUOTA.

3ALES SERVICE

EﬂHﬂﬂE:H‘WEIS?. SCOTTISH HOUSE @ 19 BRIOGE STREET @ SYDNEY @ AUSTRALIA

WRITE DIRECT TO:
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Sydney—Queensland—
Port Moresby Airways

NTAS Empire
DC3  planes,

Altways, Ltd, employing
C operate a  regular service
between Sydney, Port Moreshy and Lee, and
return, vin Brishane, Rockhamplon, Townsville
and Cairns.

Planes leave Sydney on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays at 10 mm., and arrive at Lae at
neon on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays,

Planes leave Lae at 545 a.m, on Wednesdays,
Fridays und Sundays, and arrive in Bydney at 10
pm.,  pecomplishing the Lae-Sydney run in a
day.

Bookings may be made at Qantas offices at
any of the towns named, At presenl, berths are
avadlable only to passengers holding official per-
mits to visit Papus or New (3ulnea.

Pacific Travellers

PASSENGERS who left Auckland per
MV “Matua™ on December T:—

FOR SUVA: Mrs, J. 8. Ackland {ond 4 chil-
dren), Master G. A. Adams, Miss J. D, Arthur,
Miss D, Barnfather, Miss E. L. Bremer, Masters
D. G. and B. R. Brown, Mr, A. AT Bush, Master
P, Chapman, Mr. A. J, Cooper, Miss 5 A
Cooper, Miss M. G, Costello, Master D. Costello,
Mr. R. B. Danlels, Mrs, N. Dietrich; Miss E. M,
Ezzy, Mr. G. W. Fong, Muaster A. Garnett, Mrs
M. H. Goodair (and 2 children), Master A,
Copalan, Mr, W. H, Hunsen, Miss W. Haywarnd,
Mr. J. M. and Mrs, Hedstrom (ond 4 children),
Mrs. G, A. Herbert, Misa R. L. Hodgson, Mr. C.
H, 4. Honson {and 3 children), Miss J. B. Hulek,
Mr. J. Kapadia, Master F. Koster, Mr. 8 M,
Koya, Mnster J. Knox, Muaster K, Lee Huon,
Misses Lee Houn (23, Mrs, R. Muain, Masters
D. N and H,L M. Major, Mr, V. P. Mahara, Miss
M. E. Marbin, Mr, H. C. Melville, Misz P. M.
Maecfarlane, Mrs. W. M. McHugh, Master K
McRenny, Mrs. M. E. Pike, Mr. 8. R, Rox, Mr,

T. Rice, Mrs. M. T. Ricmenschnelder (snd
daughter), Mr. A, H. Sahu Khan, Mr. W. R,
Bamson, Mr. A Savery, Mrs. G, Sheaves (and
daughter), Master D. Bharma, Mr. D, Singh,
Mrs. D, A, Small, Mrs. H. M, Smith, Miss R.
A, Btapleton, Master W. D. Sorby, Miss M. N,
Surridge, Miss T. F. Tarte, Mr. A. R, Tarte,
Master S. Tarte, Mr. M. R, Ulullskeba, Master
F. M. Waddingham, Mssters G. and N, B.
Wright, Misses Trolter (2).

FOR NUEKUALOFA: Mr.
Juhei Nakso.

FOR VAVAU; Mr, R. J. and Mrs, Waoodbridge
fand 3 children),

ASSENGERS who left Auckland per
MV “Matua” on December 30—

A. | Johansson, Mr

FOR SUVA: Mr, W. A. and Mrs. Braln, Mr,
J. T. Boyle, Mrs. Burness (and 4 children), Mr.
E. J. Cotter, Mr. N. F.' €. Cowan, Mr. T. W.
Davis, Mrs. V. C. Dyer (and daughter), Miss N
L. Ewert, Mrs. M, N. Godfrey {and 2 children),
Miss H, I. Gordon, Mrs. K. A. Gray, Mr, M. A
T. Khan, Mr. B, J. Klein, Mr, D. G. Macalister,
Bro. C. Mshoney, Mr. C. D. F. and Mrs
McCutcheon, Major A. H. Millar, Miss P. Patton,
Miss K. Peaks, Lieut. and Mrs, €. H. Phelps,
Messrs. 8. snd J, Prasad, Mr. B. Prowellef, Bro.
T. P. O'Donnell, Mr. R. Robertson, Mrs, R. D,
Sharma, Miss A. M. Bimmons, Miss A AL
Sollitt, Bro. E. Spurway, Mr, R. J. V. Thomas,
Mr. P. L Wiseman, A/B P. A, Addis, A/B E
Harman, Messrs, H. R. and V. R. Speight, CPOD
E. L. Speight.

FOR APIA: Mr. €. Anderson, Mr. H, B. and
Mre, Christian (and daughter), Mrs. N, J. Eden
fand child), Bro. J, Krieger, Mrs. A, N, Kuresn
fand daughter), Sister J. Lebeaun, Miss C. M. J.
MoKitterick, Mrs, D, N. Robson iand 2 children).

FOR NUKUALOFA: Messrs. W. G. and N. G.
Bagoall, Misses J, F. and ©. T. Cocker, Master
8. Leger, Mrs. I, Mollerup,

ENGERS who arrived in Auck-
land per MV "“Matua" on December

FROM SUVA: Mrs. M. Arbuthnot, Mr, E, D.
Berry, Mr. H. H. and Mrs. Bock (and 3 chil-
drenl, Mr. A, O, and Mrs. Cato (and 2 children),
Mr, W, J. and Mrs. Clark, Miss E. D. Creedon,
Mr. F. H. Devlin, Mrs, P. Donnithorne, Mr, P.
Miss A. L. Edmonds, Me. R. €. and Mrs.
(and 2 children), Miss O. H. Flemons,
Mrs. E. M, Fry, Mr. G and Mrs, Garrick, Mrs.
E. R. Gaspard, Mrs. M. P. Goodwin, Miss P. L.
Hely, Capt. C. R. Hervey, Miss F. M. Irvine,
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Mrs, T. A, Jenkins, Mr, Lee Loong, Mr, W. P.
and Mrs. Marr jand daughter), Mr. D. A, Mar-
shall, Miss M. M. MecCann, Miss G. M. McKay,
Miss P. Mursne, Miss M. Ogden, Mr. L. V.
Osborn  (and child), Mr. N. Rasmussen, Mr. G.
A, and Mrs, Read (and 4 children), Mr, B. C.
Robertson, Miss E. Rounds, Mr. G, 8. and Mrs.
Rowley, Mr. A, Shearer, Miss A. M. Smaill, Miss
E H. Bmith, Mr. D. W. Strong, Mrs. A. L
Turner, Miss A. M. Walton, Mrs. W. L. War-
burton (und child), Mrs, F. J. Ward (and child),
Mrs. M, E. Webster, Mizss 8. E. Whippy. Mr. E.
W. Wilson, Mr. G. F. and Mrs. Wilty (and
duughters, Mr. J. M, Witty, Mr. E. C. Wood-
ward, Miss B. H. Wright.

FROM VAVAU: Mr, J. F. Hutchinson.

FROM NUKUALOFA: Mr. F. Cowley, Mrs. H,

Sheal, Mr. G. Heenan, Msster B. Moore, Master
D, Moore, Mr. L. and Mrs. Nash (and 2
children), Mr, G. R. and Mrs. Shaw (and 1
child), Mr. M. Bantos

ASSENGERS who arrived in Auck-
land per MV “Matua” on January
11—

FROM NUKUALOFA: Hon, Ata, Miss M.
Ahomee, Mizs Mele Moe'la, Mr. 8. V. Stratford,
Mr. Devid Soakal.

FROM VAVAU; Mrs. A, Carlson fand 2
childreni, Mrs. D. E. Denny (and 2 children).

FROM APIA: Master E. W, Allen, Mr. W, M.
snd Mrs. Burnett, Mrs. E. Churchward (and 2
children), Mr. K, Dank-Brown., Rev. E. J. and
Mrs., Edwards (and 3 children), Mrs. D. R,
Hellesoe iend childi, Mr, H. Irwin, Miss E.
Jrwin, Mras. L. C. Kruse (and child), Mr. E. M.
Kell (and childi, Mr. W. M. Laban, Miss Mans-
field, Lieut. J. 8. McDougall, Dr, P. J. Monaghan,
Mr. H P. and Mrs. Rea, Mrs, M. Skelton {and
childl, Miss G. H Stoeckichl, Muster F.
Wetzell, Master R. C. Wetzell, Miss M. L.
Warren, Mr. W, H. Yandall,

FROM SUVA: Mr. H T. and Mrs. Allen, Mr,
B. 5 and Mrs. Ambler, Mrs, M, L. Baker, Mr,
P, A, and Mrs. Brock, Mr. P, J. and Mrs. Bull
{and 2 children), Mr. W. J. Bull, Mrs. E. F.
Cpine, Mizs K. Castles, Mr. P. C. and Mrs
Chapman, Mrs. A. Cronin (and daughter), Mr
8., E. and Mrs, Esam, Mr. A. 8. Farebrother;
Mr. @. P, Green, Mr. R. Harph, Mr. A W,
James, Master L. Keegan, Mrs. A. King Irving
fond 3 children), Mr. B. D, and Mrs. Lawlor,
Miss K. Little, Mrs. P. McFarlane, Mr. F. F. A,
and Mrs, McMillan iand 2 children), Miss ML
©hlson, Master M. L. Palmer, Mr. E. R. Pat-
terson, Mrs. M. H. Philpott, Master J, Prasad,
Mrs. E. B, St. Julisn, Mr, E. Bpelght Mr. V.
Epelght, Mr. H. Speight, Mr. C, Storck, Mr. C.
Sunderland, Mr. J. and Mrs, Taylor, Mrs. D. W,
Tilley (and daughter), Rev. L. and Mrs, White-
head (and childi, Mrs, N. Windrum,

ENGERS who arrived in Auck-
Iz%nd per MV “Matua" on January

FROM SUVA; Mr, I. B, Abel, Mr. Acharu, Mr.
F. E. Blomfield, Mr. W. Alport Barker, Mr. R.
V. C. and Mrs. Bentley {und 3 daughters), Miss
D, M. Buchanan, Miss H. M. Bilkey, Mr. Willie
Bun, Mr. B. A, and Mrs. Crane iand childl,
Mr. J. Cooke, Mr. R. and Mrs, Dawson, Mr. 8.
Deoji, Miss K. Duncan, Mrs. D. F. Edwards
tand daughterj, Mr. J. M, and Mrs. Guaffney,
Mr. L. and Mrs. Genge, Mr. L. and Mrs. Griffiths;
Miss P. Hely, Mr. E. and Mrs. Harrison, Mr, A.
and Mrs. Herrick, Mr. R. C, Jacomb, Mr. C.
Kennedy, Pte. 8. 0. O, Kirkham, Messrs. R, L,
and R. A, Lowell, Col. J. P. Magrane, Miss 1.
M. Mulvey, Mrs. M. E. Msghon, Mr., F. J. A
Mote, Lieut.-Col. D. E. McCalg, Miss E, I. Mae-
dougall, Miss M. Ogden, Miss T. Osborne, Mr,
H. M. Poole, Mrs. W. Reeves, Mizs N. B. Sinclair,
Mrs. C. M. Spivey iand 2 children), Miss A, M.
Smaill, Mr. J. A. R. Seott, Rev., W, J. and Mrs,
“Taylor, Mrs. A, Thomas, Mr. €. F. Thompson,
Mr. A, F. Toogood, Mrs. van Gelderen, Mrs. N,
E. Walker (and 2 children), Mrs, E. E. Watkins,

. €. R. Anderson, Mrs. K.
Boyce, Mr. G, and Mrs, Chapman, Mr. G. &
Chisolm (and daughter), Miss J. M, Duley, Mr.
‘W, J. and Mrs. Edwards, Mr. D. Grifin, Mr. W,
H. and Mrs. Kelly, Dvr. K. and Mrs. Leng, Rey.
Fr, A. Martin, Miss 8. C. Miller, Mr. A. Mar-
s:uu Mr. W. R. and Mrs, McCulloch, Mr. F. R,
Oit, Mr. H. P. Retzjaff, Mr, W, D. Woodham,

FROM NURKUALOFA: Mr. P. L. and Mrs. Bed-
well (one child), Mrs. N. V. Brown (and one
«child), Miss D. Cocker, Mr. F. J, B. and Mrs,
‘Frotheroe {and child),

ERS who left Australia by
amzsa Airways on January 13:—

FOR NOUMEA: Mr. Ellis, Mr. Christessen, Miss

MONTHLY—FEBRUARY,

‘Master K. R. Handley, Mrs.

l1e46

‘Mu\hsn. Mrs. Germain, Mrs. Jore, Mr. Perwey,
Bow.

?OR SUVA: Mr. Ross, Mr. Parker, Mrs.
Ransey, 8/Lieut. Stinson, Mre Stinson, Mr. Kerr,
Mrs. Moore, Mrs, Pulver, Miss Noore, Major
Bent, Miss Newland.

ERS who arrived in Australia
by Qantas Airways on January 16:—

FROM BUVA: Mr. W. R. Main, M. P. Wilson,
Mr. C. M. Chapman, Mrs, G, I. Chapman, Miss
J. Chapman, Drf. L. B. Hart, Mrs. M. R. Hart,
Wilson, Master (.
R. Ludolph, Mr. R. O. Ludolph, Mrs. M, Ludolph,
Master A O. Ludolph, Mrs. ¥. E. Newman, Miss
¥. E. Newman, Mr. H. R. Huazewinkel, Mr. D.
Riemy, Chimanbhal Patel, Hirabhal B. Patel,
Devehand Fakir, Gangaram Fakir, Narottam R,
Prtel, Mr. H. K. Irving, Liladhai Devji, Major
Bent.

ASSENGERS who arrived in Australia
from New Guinea by Qantas Air-

waysi—
JAN, 15: Lieut.-Col, Balffe, Lieut-Col. Hugh
Smith, Major Badgery Parker, Lieut. Cleland,
8gt. Baehnlsch, ©Cpl. Grant, W/02 Walllle,

L/Sgt. Page, Cpl. Balhorn, Lieut, Gilmour, Lieut,
Griffin, Lieut. Dunn, Capt. Farries

JAN. 16: Rev. M. A. Warren, Mr. H. Lucas,
Mr. €. D. Madden, Lirut.-Col. Briendley, Lieut -
Col. Fietcher, Capt. Hsughton, Major Hague,
Lieut. MeCoy, Pte. Vaughan, Lieut. McDonald,
Mr. F, Bagnall,

JAN. 18: Comm. Jones, Mr. E. Parker, Mr, E.
Cuameron, Dr. E. T. Brennan, Mr. R, E. Pope,
Mr, F. Milnamow, Col. Larkins, Major I. Leeson,
Mr. E. Richardson.

FEB, 1! Comm., Jones, Mr. E. Parker, Mr. E.
Cameron;, Dr, E. T. Brennan, Mr. R. E, Fope,
Mr, F. Milnamow, Col. Larkins, Major I. Leeson,
Mr. E. Richardson, Mr. E. 8. Miller, Mr. C
O'Dea, Lieut.-Col, King, Capt, Stubbs, Mliss Falr-
Ball, Mr, €. McKimley, Mrs. M. Jewell, Mr. B,
Harris, Mr. N. Owers, Mr. W. R. McCuonnon,
Mr, J. Kemp, Mr, O. M. Cox.

FEB, 1: Mre V. Morton, Master N. Egelstafl,
Miss J, Egelstaff, Mr, F. Champion, Capt. Orr,
Capt, Ireland, Sgt. Cilmour, Capt. Scott, Pte,
Lee, Capt, Kong.

FEB. 3: Capt. Sangster, Mr:
Master R, Chester, Mr. R, Greene.

FEB, 6-8: Capt. McPhee, Capt. Guest, Mr. H.
D, L. MeGilvery, Lieut-Col, Crossing, Mr, R. G
Cox, Mrs. J. Nicholson, Master A Nicholsen,
Miss: Ure, Master R. Rankin, Miss J. Cameron,
M1, 8 Halg, Mr. D. Nielson,

ASSENGERS who left Australia for
New Guinea by Qantas Airways:—

L. Colemnn,

JAN. 12; Mr. C. W, J. Ingold, Mr. A, E. Leg,

Mr. P, O'Hara, Lieut. A E. Ray, Mr. G. C
Bmith, Mr. R. Eldridge, Mr. J. Ingold

JAN. 14 Mr. A Moore. Mr.

R. McoGiynn,
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Major Draper, Mr. E. B Miller, Mr. J, Miifler,
Mr., J. Stubbs, Mr. F. Mgller, Dr. E. Bremnan,

Mr., 5 Milnamow, Mr. Edelsten-Pope, Major-
Gen. Morriss.
JAN. 16: Lieut.-Col. Murn, Mr. 85 Bradford,

Mr. J. G. Buhl, Col. Irvine, Lieut.-Col. Murphy,
Mr. Learmonth, Mr. C. O'Dea, Mr, Frazer, Mr.
Hainke, Mr. T. Flowers. Lieut.-Col. Murn,

JAN, 30: Mrs, Sinclalr, Mr. J, Leslis, Mr. 8,
Clark, Mr. Neilsen, Mr, Collins, Mr. Spence, Mr,
Brandt, Mr, Anderson.

FEB. 2: Mr. Coleman, Mr. E. M. Howitl, Mr.
J. W, Hinks Mr. W, B. Blackley, Mr. N,
Cameron, Mr, P. L. Allen, Mr. C. A. Trever,
Mr F. J. Hardwick, Miss B. A, Beer, Mr, F, J,
Warrant, Mr. G. Greathead, Mr. L. C.  Cole-
man, Mr. Hawitt, Lieut.-Col. J. Moyes, Mr. G.
Hornley, Mr. DL Juides, Mr. E. A Cox, Mr.
Gelbart, Mr. H. Willlams, Mr, L. V. Haack, Mr.
J. H, Richards, Mr. H Rowe, Mr. A  Camp-
bell, Col. Hennington, Mr, H. H, Stubbs, Mrs,
V. Hamilton, Mr. A. Polland, Mr,
Howe, Dr, A, B. Binclair, Mr. G.
Mr. H. V. Maxwell, Mr. L Behrendorn Mr.

West, Mr, Glazner, Mrs. Dos, Mr. C. M, Cox,
Mr. Scholes, Mr. Doe, Mr. Prame, Mr, Cox,
Mr, Erskine, Mr. Speedie, Mr. Burston, Mr. H.
Baville, Mrs. G. Baville, Mr. E. Saville, Mr. J,
Saville, Col. Stewnrt, Mr., M. Chester, Mr. PF.
Howard, Mr. Chester, Mr,  Howard, Mr,
Cossner, Lieut-Col. Murew, Mr, 8.  Bradford,

Mr. J. G. Buhl, Col. Irvine, Lieut.-Col. Murphy,
Mr. Learmonth, Mr. ©, O'Dea, Mr. Fruzer, Mr,
Hainke, Mr. ‘M. T. Flowers, Lieut.-Col. Murn,
Lieut.-Col. Lawson, Mr. J. Willlnmson, Mr, A,
J. Gaskin, Mr, Rowles, Mr. T. Grahamshow,
Mr. F., B. Godson, Mr. J. R. Kennan, Mr. D.
G. Ford, Mr. E. J. Frame, Mr. L. B. Scholes.

FEB. 2: Mr. A, L. Muicolm, Mr. N. Luttrell,
Miss Aspinall, Mr, J. H. McDonald, Mr. Behren=-
dorff, Mr. Bertelsmeier, Lieut-Col. J. Cromie,
Mr. Gemmel, Mr. J. L. Chipper, Mr. Murtin,
Ligut. van Woerden, Mr. Barrett,

FEB. 4. Mrs, Hillurd, Miss Grahamslaw,
Frume, Miss Frame, Eng. E MecDonuld,
Capt. Power, Mr. W, Payne, Mr, H. T. Ham-
mond, Mrs. R, Hefton, Mr. A, K. Walker,

FEB. 6: HBrig. Monaghan, Cpl, Spears, Mr, J,
Kemp, Major Ashton, Mrs. J. Burke, Mr. B. F.

Mrs,

Bunting, Mr. R. F. Bunting, Miss P. Ball, Mr,
F. J. MeztKenzie, Mrs. T. Donaldson, Mr. F. A,
Jullluel,

Four menths after the surrender of
the Japanese at Rabaul, two Jap women
have been found living with the prisoners,
They came to New Guinea as part of a
Japanese “amenities service" n June,
1943. They were the only two who re-
mained after several thousand Japanese
women were setil home some time before
the surrender. They have been at
Tobera, 20 miles out of Rabaul, employed
as cooks and waitresses,
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ISLANDS PRODUCE

FEBRUARY,

cordage making, 113d. per lb.; condenser yarn,
«4d  per lb.

1945 — PACIFIC

TELANDS MONTHLY

Fiji Fixed Price, per ton, f.o.b., Fiji Currency:
Plant* FMS

n
(Quotations in Australian Curreney) IVORY NUTS gg?mw. 1942 - L£ie o o ==
No firm quotati ¥, 1842 . .. 185 0 £18 0 0
COCOA q tions avallable, gmi“h_mﬁ,ﬂ e e

Officlal prices for New Hebrides cocoa beans, RI Y, . 1512 & 12 8
controlled by the Cocoa, Chocolate snd Confec- No quotstions. CE .!un‘:‘ 1948 . .. .. 910 0 18 0 0
tivnery Committee, are as follows:— g'é“?::“l“fﬂé = fg _? 0 810 0

» ]

i s e v e GREEN SNAIL SHELL Junuary, 1946 . . 18 56 180 o

Selling:  Delivered  Sydrey, Melbourne o F.a.q., £110 per ton, In stere, Sydney. Australian Fixed Price, per ton, Lo.b., mum.
Hobart, £353 5/- per ton. B s Port, Australian Currency:

: fa 'EARL SHELL Hot-air  Sun-dried  Smok

I?dc::rn £69,10/- 1on wharf, Sydney, all charges . r 2 April, 1942 .. (Unofficiall £24. Lt
D % Austraiian-controlled price:— July, 1943 .. £1510 0 £15 0 0 £14 10 0

New Guinea cocom besns: No guotations, “B" Class, £200 per ton. *C" Class, £190 October, 1843 1810 0 1810 0 1710 O

Western Samoa: Last sale reported, 1st gquality, Jer ton.  “D" Class, £135 per ton. July, 1844 .. 19 0 0 9000 18 8 0
£80 (folb. Apla). T =

TROCHUS SHELL FIJI BUYING PRIC QUOTATIONS FOR MINING

Many small parcels have changed hands duor- I Es SHARES
ing recent months. Nominal quotations obiained Suva, January 22 i El-“ 5
in mid-Januery [ndicate that the present price HE following, taken from the “Fijl Times,” et S et ) S

t s 1iv . o Em see - /v s
stunds at £125 per ton delivered Sydney shows the prices current In Suve on the r.,nlg:::rjﬂ'ﬁ”.. E;‘;'S gé: 6 ng 6
date mentloned, The prices, of course, are Mt Easi g a-l,.-’\ll sl"Q sl'gl

COFFEE given in Fiji currency, which is 12 per cent. o GUINEA :

Np purchases are permitted in  Australin Tl“w nsterltng. and 12% per cent. sbove Rulolo GD ...... bi08/-  blog/-  bllg/-
without the consent of the Tes and Coffes USSERTIAN Guinea Gold 813/8 811,89 5119
Controi Board, to whom all offers must first be Copra (Plantation Grade) oy £10/7/6 N.G.G., Ltd. . 53/3 53/6 8376
submitted Nominal quotations nms follows:— gapm |P‘hﬁﬁ kg oL el o S Sai IR Dil Ssarch 356 55/8 55/4

New Caledonian: Arablea, £104 t 1.1, opra sacks, each .. .. .. . eo oo o.. .0 2T Plager Dav, bBS - bBg,/ - bag, -
Sydney). Robusta, £83/10)- pefertuf‘n :gi_: Kerosene, per gallon .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3/4 @andy Creek ..... sl/T 5178 s1/8
Svaney; , = Plour, per-Isl b mmel CNT ol LR L !4;3 Sunshine Gold ..., &8/3 58/3 =8/3

ks Flour, per 1b. ..  Cee Tue pw e PAPUA,
Mysore: £240 (c. & I. Bydney). ggnms viet;blio R s :unulfn Cuthbert's ...i ..  b1873 B15/3 S17/=
. &IPS, =0 ted Alluvials =36 / 53/6
r:i!t:.l,cuin“ MEER NP RSN PR R and ;;;“ﬁ ton’ 1“‘5 et e e e e s 3‘0 B‘r'if.'ii o 53/4
: TacAs e v R R L R e L ] Papuan Aploaipl b/ - b4~
Java: No quotations. Benzine, per gallon .. .. .. .o vy ae .. .. 3710 gaﬂu, ﬁnlpﬂngld,' . Na N.Q.
VANILLA BEANS On January 28, the price for plantation —
rade copr / 2

White Label and Yellow Label, 17/2 per Ib, _gm.:g D,‘,’cpea w‘:f ;:gféfdd 5':,0:: 13’:,5‘ Ehnpe rc;;'fs RUBBER Plantation

c. & f. Sydney. Committee. & London Bmalked
Price on— per Ib
HKAPOK {These prices represent the price per ton paid January 68, 1833 .. .. 7 434

Very little movement in  Javanese kapok. to producers,) JOF Y - S i 3714
Nominal guotation 2/1% per Ib. Januar:r 5, 1934 .. . :::g

Indian kapok s being quoted for indent at July 8 HE st :
iy ; PRICE OF GOLD Bewaim mia

Fine Standard .;”un,":_ 1938 D1 emd
COTTON 0z . .. .. £10/13/6 oz, £9/11/7  June 5 L 74

Controlled in  Australin. Stocks being mude (Australian gurrgnm, .I'lnu..ry 8 1937 .. oo 10%d
available to manufacturers at following rates:— June . - 9%d
Por spinning and weaving yarns, 14%d. per lb.; e Jnnmrs 7, 1938 ., :*-;d

¥ e - 4
COPRA Janusry 6, 1939 . 84d
. : July T .. P “
| Purchasers at Full Market (AVEBAGE: 318 L1208 -1 January 5, e - :;ﬁ.ﬂ
| Prices on Assay Value of (Busassian Gt ] g:n’“m st b 12 47%¢
| Soutn 8cs, Plantation, April 4 i . 14%d
Sun-dried Hot-air Dried. JD s B ZEoat Wil L 10.5%d
G o I D London to London Rabaul ;‘” % 1‘ = e 1 o13%a
Price on— Par ton. ¢.L.f, Per ton clit Detoher 'm—PHn. aﬂlellu:r fizxed st .. 13%d
January 1, 1932 .. £14 0 0 £14 15 0 Papuan Ruohber Prices Under Australian
s l L v E n JUDR AT oy eiae +s BT F B Z1155 0 Governmeni Control—Payable on Plantation
January 6. 1833 £13 0 W £13 12 & or Nearby Port, per b, Australian Currency:
PLATINUM June 30 .. . .. E101T B £11 0 0 Grade 1 Graded Grade3l
January 5. 1934 .. . £3 0 0 £3 7 6 Reptember, 1841 1;’52 if:‘a %ﬁ%
H June 15 .. H £8 0 0 £811 & Beptember, 1044 1/6% /815 1
And Platinum Group Metals i e o NE Sl Sty Tan 13l it
o F OUR SER June T .. i e RIS B £12 7 € -
SOME O VICES South Sea South Sea Plantatlon
n Smoked to Genoa  Sun-dried Hot-air Dried Exchdl'lge Ru I’GS
ASSAYERS & ANALYSTS— London and Marseilles. to London.  Rabaul | N (et

Assays of Bullion, Ores, etec.

Price an— Per ton, c.1.f. Per ton, c.i.f, Per ton, c.L.f.
2 £13°15 L]

I rates erm.ing In mid-January.

Analyses of DMetsls, Minerals, Alloys, Jan, 3, "18 E£13 £14 : FINT
M3 B D ZER 0 ERS L rmesn menk o N g mans ot v
SCIENTIFIC & INDUSTRIAL Bept, 4 . £131 2 § £1310 0 £1413 8 m!nl:-—&uﬂr;l‘l;nngm:?u‘lm?: blsﬁ:“g i
METALLURGISTS— Jam. 8,'37 £2212 6 £2213 8 £3213 & Fii: Buying i gelling, :
r £a0 o o London on basis of £100 Lendon:—
Our range of precious metal manu- Mar. 5 . £18 0 0 £19 5 0 et
factures covers all Industries—Gaold June 4 . £1515 0 £1512 8 £1611 6 Buying: *lling.
1 Sept. 3 . £13 5 0 £13 5 0 £14 0 0 : i £ =« 4
and Sllversmiths, Electrical Trades L. . 17 0 0
Dental Profession, Glass Silverers Jan. 7,'38 £1212 @ £1215 0 £1313 8  Telegraphic tranafer . 1015 o
Mg rg~TIRRETE. b | RER ! Mar. . BEl0I1T & £11 00 £12 0 0 Op demand .. .. .. .. 11012 & 11117 €
J £ June 3 . £815 @ £915 0 £1012 € WESTERN SAMOA
EEF IR Beot 3 S0103 £330 £i5i0 §  Threugh Bank of New Zealand—Australls oo
i e e Mar 650 0 4 £10 2 & £1r g n Western Samos on basiz of £100 Bamos: Buy.
Scrap, Mining By-Products, mnd o 3¢ ED B Y Fli0 ¢ 211 7 s ing RAm/ia/e: selling RAl0MA/E Swmos on
Trade Residucs of every descripton | A'ﬁ';' 5 S Pl E11 1 %  London on basis of £100 in Fordanis
earrying Precious Metals, ME 1 510 O £912 6 £1013 € guuym%- geﬂ:‘nga
5 ! :
1"' DAV'DSON COPRA PRICES DURING WORLD WAR II Telegraphic transfe £125 10 @
GARRE TY& LTD The copra market was controlled by Govern- On Demand .. .. .. £12218 9 125 7 6
P . ) ments from outbreak of war in 1939 until the 30 days o 12 B9 125 2 68
$24 George St., Sydney. Works: end of the war in 1845, Controls are still being AR S 12118 9 124 17 @
Surry Hills and Chippendale, N.8.W. exercised in the post-war period. 80 days gln 1_: : 12412 8
N ; 130 days .. -. .- 3 =
Official Assayers to the Bank of New London Fixed Price, per ton, e.if., Plantation i
Bouth Wales. Gazetted Agents of the Hot-air: NEW (‘m AND PAPUA
Commonwealth Bank of Australia, umml' : tis a?ﬁeﬂ‘lrn‘s Only nominal at present.
the Gold Regulstions of the Natlona October, 19389—January, e
Security Act, e AP TR o e ke ASEB FREE FRENCH PACIFIC co:'of?s
After April, 1940 .. S T 123701:; Buving, 160: selling: 163: francs to Aus
Brhlichad ke DACIBIS PIRIICATIANS PTY. LTD. Unlon Hause, 247 George Street. Sydney. (Telephone: Bwﬂlﬂ‘l “‘ﬂ{?_‘_ _,“,'? and printed
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A Tropical Thirst

demands a Satisfying Drink

that’s why KB is so popular
south of “the Line’’

All through the tropics,
wherever there are men
who like good beer, you'll
always find KB. It’s the
drink that men appreciate
—a drink just made to
satisfy a tropical thirst!

), T anwE MOTTLER BY f
 TOOTH & co, LIMIT
. SYDNMEY. AUSTRALI
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— Established 1914 —

THIRTY YEARS OF PACIFIC ISLANDS

DEVELOPMENT AND SERVICE.

W. R. GARPENTER & CO0. LTD.

Capital .. .. .. .. £1,000,000.

GENERAL MERCHANTS AND SHIPOWNERS

Buyers and Exporters of AlIl Kinds of Islands Produce

nd Millers

merican -Manufacturers
of Merchandise

| coBROREALTE.

Distributors of Eve_l_'x D ; ipti

_ AGENTS_FOR:
FORD M ANY OF CANADA. DODGE BROTHERS, INC.

ELECTROLUX REFRIGE:RATDRS. WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRICAL CO.
T. G. & C. BOLINDERS (ENGINES). CATERPILLAR TRACTORS.
Ete., Ete.

BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

Head Office: 16 O'CONNELL STREET, SYDNEY

In London: W. R. Carpenter & Co. (London) Ltd., Coronation House, 4 Lloyd’s Avenue

London, EC.

The W.R.C. Line

The first Direct and Regular Cargo and Passenger Service between Europe
and Pacific Islands’ ports was established by W. R. Carpenter & Co. Ltd.
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