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ONE CORNER OF BATTERED

RAB AUL Little is left of Rabaul, once chief town of
: : New Guinea. When the Japs made it their

headquarters in the South-west Pacific,
American and Australian aircraft, in endless attacks, literally
blew it to pieces. These are the barely recognisable ruins of the
New Guinea Club. Even the trees have been stripped by blast
of foliage and branches.
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Thrice weekly from Sydney, Qantas, operating D.C. 3 aircraft, provides
a fast, modern civil airline service to New Guinea, via Brisbane,
Rockhampton, Townsville, Cairns and Port Moresby. Accommodation is
available for passengers holding permits, priority freight and mails.

Airline

Australia’s INTERNATIONAL
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Bulolo, New Guinea, afrived in Sydney
in October, after having been a prisoner
in the notorious Changl camp, in Singa-

pore, for over three years.
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FATE OF OCEAN
ISLANDERS

100 Reported Murdered

EPORTS have reached us that the
Japanese, some time in 18943, mas-
sacred about 100 natives of Ocean

Island—all that remained there. Details
are lacking, but there is no doubt that
a great tragedy of some kind occurred,

When Ocean Island was abandoned—
about March, 1942 — the following re-
mained behind, voluntarily:—

e Mr. G. F. C. Cartwright, Govern-
ment Secretary) and two other Govern-
ment officials, and Father Pujebet, the
Roman Catholic missionary — they re-
mained because they thought they could
protect the natives.

® About 600 Banabans (natives of the
island) and some 700 Gilbertese natives,
who had been taken there as labourers
on the phosphate workings.

® About BOO Chinese labourers.

There has been no word of the fate
of the Furopeans, Chinese and Gilbertese.
It is reported that they were shipped
away.

Some 500 Banabans also were shipped
away. The remainder, about 100, were
murdered.

Tt is reported that one Ocean Islander
escaped in a cance and, after man?r long
weeks of wandering, turned up in his
canoe in the Ninigo Group, in the Ad-
miralty Islands, off the north coast of
New Guinea.

Mr. John Bennett, Suva's Acting Chief
Magistrate, suffered a fractured ankle
when he was returning by plane from
Levuka on official business.” The aircraft
dipped to salute the old capital, Mr.
Bennett lost his balance, and wrenched
his foot badly. It will be some time
before he can po to Lautoka, where he
has been posted.

NOVEMBER,

COME THE
REVOLUTION!

Indians Arm—For What?

SUVA, Oct. 18.
IN the week ending October 14, 76
charges of .heinF in illegal possession
of arms or explosives or other Arm
property have. been made in the Nadi
district—almost entirely against Indians.
The police round-up is continuing and
each day brings its quota of black sheep.

Police officers in charge of the drive
are Superintendent Hooper and Assistant
Superintendent Spencer. In the first
week they recovered 10000 rounds of
ammunition, 27 rifies, 20 automatic pis-
tols, 278 § lb, tins of . 45 grenades,
and 23 smoke-bombs.

The present police clean-up is long
overdue, but is welcomed by the Euro-
pean residents of the Colony.

One has not got to be long in this
countyy before oming conscious of
persistent rumours of what the Indians
of the Tavua-Nadi districts are alleged
to have in the way of hidden arms. The
European residents of those districts
give the impression that they would not
be much surprised if red, raw revolution
broke out at any moment. Whether this
is the real intention of the Indians con-
cerned is open to doubt, but the fact
remains that they remain a potential
danger to the peace of the Colony while
such a state of affairs is allowed to exist.
To date, apparently, this danger has been
discounted by the authorities, whose task
in overcoming it certainly is no easy one.

ADI was (and still is, to a limited
degree) a large American base.
Amerlean Servicemen, moreover, are

apparently not held responsible for their
arms to the extent of British or Colonial
troops. It 1s stated freely here that
the whole arms racket started through a
dump of arms and ammunition being
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forgotten or abandoned the Ameri-
cans, and which the local Indians for
no other reason than acguisitiveness re-
moved piecemeal.

Later, some shrewd-heads saw the pos-
sibilities of thus being prepared, and a
brisk trade in emmunition and weapons
was carrled on with Servicemen, in ex-
change for varlous services rendered.
Possibly, in a large percentage of ciases
the Indians concerned thought ne further
than participation in their own gang
wars and faction differences which rage
interminably; others, again, may have an
eye to the future and see the day when
these preparations may be turned to good
account against the comparatively few
Britishers in the Colony.

Considering the interesting time the
Duteh and French are having with their
colonial subjects at present, it is per-
haps rather amazing that the Indians
have not been tempted to do likewise, if
they have any leanings that way—and
public opinion is that they have.

With the weapons have gone the
manuals for working them. Guns and
automatic weapons are usually found
sealed in tins and deposited in such safe
places as the canefields. It is presumed
that the people coneerned are hot keep-
ing these things as souvenirs, and that
they must envision a day when they will

be used.

Whether it is for plain gang war—and
there are young arrogant Indians around
the districts bordering on Lautoka who
make the Hollywood gangster look bul a

ale imitation—or faney revolutions, the
fime to do something about it is now. At
present New Zealand and American
troops are moving back home, and the
Fijl Military Forces are being dispersed.
Tt the Tndians contemplate mischief tms
could be the time for which they are
looking,

Fiji's Comptroller of Customs, Homn.
H. J. 8. Allen, retires next January. He
will be succeeded by Mr. S8mith, Colleetor
of Customs, Bermuda.

Photograph taken at
H W, ﬁ-:'n‘. Who with

BOWLING AT BA
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Thoughtful Help For NG Widows
CANBERRA, Nov. 1.

EW GUINEA, women, widowed by the
sinking of the prison-ship “Monte-
video Maru," are belnﬁ E;ant.ed free

holiday facilitles by a well-known Syd-
ney businessman, says the president of
the Sydney Branch of the New Guinea
Women's Club, Mrs. H. H. Page. The
businessman is Mr, F. J. Salisbury, of
Pennant Hills Road, Pennant Hills. He
is head of a company which manufac-
tures travel goods.

Mr. Salisbury offered his Palm Beach
home to the ladies soon after they offi-
cially learned of the disastrous sinking,
which resulted in the apparent loss of a
large proportion of the white men of
New Britain and New Ireland, He first
offered his house for a month; but, upon
seeing the results of his gesture, extended
the term,

One of the first to take advantage of
the offer was Mrs, Kath Blegnell, who
recently returned to Australin after more
than three years In Japanese prison
camps. She then learned that her son,
Ted, was one of the men on the sunken
ship.
“Mr. Salisbury was a stranger to most
of us, and that makes us appreciate his
attitude perhaps even more,” said Mrs.
Page. *‘The first I heard from him was
when he offered to store some luggage
for some returned nurses. Later, he con-
tacted the club and asked whether the
ladies, who had lost relatives on the boat,
would like to heoliday at his home, which
he was not using at the time,

“Club members have been suffe:ing
much anxiety over three years, and this
last terrible news has been a great blow
to them. Nothing could have been more
welcome than Mr. Sallsbury’s gesture.
The women are now ar ing to go to
Palm Beach in groups. Each groun stays
a fortnight. I should like very much to

0 there myself, later on, but I havent
E@ﬁrthe chance yet."

s. Page has been formally notified
that her husband, Mr, Harold Page, Gov-
ernment Secretary, was aboard the ill-
fated “"Montevideo Maru."

Pensions For ""Dependants”
THE jollowing was published in

some Australian newspapers on
November 4:

“Dependants of civilians lost on the
“Montevideo Maru” will be given com-
pensation by .the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, probably on the Army scale. It
is believed tliey will be given the choice
of an outright grant or of weekly

nf

pagne 5.

e have tried to find out whether this
lies to civilian officials only, or to all
ians lost in Rabaul, but Canberra is

elusive.

Unofficially, we are informed that Can-
berra’s view is that Canberra will take
responsibility for the dependants of men

sent by Canberra to the Territory's Ad-
ministration, but that the dependants of
all other men, who went there for “pur- THE
poses of profit,” must be taken care of

by their employers or by their estates.
This is n typical politician’s argument.
It ignores the fact that all those Rabaul

civilians were lost through the culpable

negligence of the Australian Government,
in falling to get the civillans away from
Rabaul when the Jap Iinvaders were
approaching, although there "was ample
opportunity for them to do so. C o LTD
Missionaries Died in Prison Ship = ‘
E entire Methodist misstonary staff (Incorporated .in England)

of New Guinea was lost when the
Jap prison ship was torpedoed. The —_
names of the ten missionaries are: Hevs.
L. A. MeArthur, W. D. Oakes, W. L. I. FIRE
Linggood, H. J. Pearson, J. W. Poole,

. V. Shel ik N v oY) 5 d J.
%B‘Xm.sn;;mﬂ“ms. E. b\i}lp}.‘}é}lr::.t and ACC ' D E NT
. C. Beasley. )
. The sinﬁsee tendent of the Seventh Day MARINE

Adventist New Guinea Misslon, stationed
at Rabaul, Pastor Edwin Abbott, and Mr. _—

Trevor Collett, are also presumed losi in
the “Montevideo Maru." One uhher SDA FIRE POLICIES ISSUED
missionary, Mr, Arthur Atkins, died in a IN PAPUA

Jap hospital after capture,

Another Fijl girl to marry an overseas

All imformation from—

Serviceman is Miss Margaret Willoughby, E. A. JAMES,
of Suva, who married Sgt. Frank Tel B6247. Altorney for Papua,
Godfrey, of the New Zealand Forces, on s St. Sydn
October 6. They will make their home in pring St., Sydney.
New Zealand.

BURNS: PHIE: "8

(SOUTH SEA) CO. LTD. ©°ffic*:

* Inc. in Pijt S UV A
— = = ——————— F_ I
Island Traders and Shipowners

[

Also Branches at:
Fi\}i: Levuka, Lautoka, Labasa, Ba, Sigatoka, Rotuma.
Tonga: Nukualofa, Haoapai, Vavau.
Samoa: Apia, Pago Pago (American Samoa) .
Solomons: Makambo, Gizo, Faisi.
New Hebrides: Vila.
Code Address: Gilberts: Tarawa.

.

u “Burnsouth.  Norfolk Is. " Niue. Wallis Is.  Futuna ls.

!
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Sole Australian Concessionaries:

GEORGE BROWN & CO. PTY. LTD. sets, amplifiers and Rola speakers will

i 267 Clarence Street, Sydney.

The Ultimate factory has made the
change-over from its wartime set-up.
Designs for the new models are now
completed and production is about to
commence.

These models should be available early
in 1946—they will be well worth waiting
for. Watch for further announcements.

SERVICE: Servicing of all kinds of radio

continue to be available.
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All over the British Empire, every minute of

every day, more and more smokers are

saying, ‘Better buy Capstan (tobacco and

cigarettes) —they're blended better.”

CAPSTAN

TOBACCO and CIGARETTES
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Modern Refrigeration for the South Sea Islands

The ELECTROLUX KEROSENE OPERATED
REFRIGERATOR

THE
MIRACLE
MA(I){;TEL OF
- ICE
MODERN e

NCE
S "HEAT

ELECTROLUX OFFERS ECONOMICAL, MODERN AND COMPLETELY EFFICIENT
REFRIGERATION FOR ISLANDS’ HOMES.

FREEZES CONTINUOUSLY WHILE SMALL LAMP BURNS.

mmmmmwmmmmmhetzhto:m. . Uses only § gallon of kerosene per week.
MOTORLESS . . . NO l'.lilli'l's T0 GET OUT OF ORDER.
MODEL L22 MODEL L380 e MODEL LK550
Capacity ® (a8 (lustrated) Capacity
23 cuble feet. Capacity 4 cubic feet. 5.5 cuble fest,

GUARANTEED FOR TWO YEARS.
® Write to your Local Distributor for prices and full detalls. 2

OBTAINABLE FROM ALL W. R. CARPENTER & CO. LTD.
BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE ISLANDS
Representation in Papua and New Hebrides,
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IN THE CANEFIELDS

Fiji Indians Still Dissatisfied

BUVA, Oct. 16.

LTHOUGH a meeting of the cane-
growers in the Lautoka district of
Fiji was called for September 23, to

discuss Dr. Shephard's report on the sugar
industry, and although that meeting
passed 14 lengthy resolutions to

passed on to the Government, the issue
is still about as clear as mud; and it is
by no means sure that the resolutions
represent the opinion of all cane-growers.

The Lautoka meeting was convened by
the five Indian members of the Fiji Legis-
lative Couneil, under the chatrmanship
of Mr. Vishnu Deo.

The conference was no sooner in ses-
sion, however, than Mr., B, D, Lakshman
(who claims to_represent 1500 cane-
growers) and 300 others present walked
out of the meeting, and proceeded to hold
another a few yards away, Representa-
tives of these two factions subseguently
indulged in wcrdi; battles in the loecal
press; but the whole sugar question is
by no means clarified thereby.

Mr. Lakshman claims that the whole
conference was a failure because M
Deo’s congregation were mostly “ring-ins™
—shoemalkers, tailors, mill employees, who
had never grown a stick of cane,

The 14 resolutions briefly were: That
the meeting disagreed with many of Dr,
Shephard’s figures concerning running
costs, ]ibroﬂt. depreciation, ete, of the
Colonial Sugar Refining Co.; that they
want a guaranteed price of 30/- per ten
on sugar — the Imperial Government to
subsidise the growers to the extent neces-
sary; that they agree to the establish-
ment of a Sugar Board, providing that
the cane-farmers have egual representa-
tlon with the company and the Govern-
ment;
be made in land tenure,

These resolutions, embodled in 14
points, were no doubt drawn up by the
“brains” behind the cane-growers, but it
is doubtful if the cane-growers them-
selves- would be wholeheartedly behind
any move to enforce them—not, at least,
for a season or two, or until such time
as they have time to forget the pain-
ful lessons that followed the strike
period.

seems evident, however, that growers

yearn after the higher price—namely,

30/- per ton—and that they might
finally unite on that score and demand it
for the 1944-45 and 1946 crops.

and that certain reforms should:

Fiji's cane-growers, in asking this,
apparently are unaware that there has
been a war on, but that now it is off;
and that sooner or later the old law of
supply and demand will operate in the
markets of the world, so that if Fiji does
not take & more realistic attitude, and
act accordingly, she will be left lament-
ing. Java dgrows sugar; so does the West
Indies—and it is hardly reasonable for
the British public to be expected to pay
through the nose for a commodity pro-
curable cheaper elsewhere, simply in order
to keep Indian malcontents in jobs in
Fiji. ¥

The present price which Indian cane-
growers receive is 22/6 per ton, of which
3/6 already is a British subsidy—that is,
the Brit taxpayer (who was bombed
and blitzed and is now partly starved
while the Fiji Indian lived in a land of
plenty) pays about-£175,000 for the privi-
lege of ealing Fiji sugar. If 30/- a ton
were pald, the British taxpayer would be
paying out 10/6 per ton in subsidy, or
something like three-quarters of a mil-
lion per annum towards the same noble

purpose,

The Indian farmer has apparently yet
to learn that political agitation in no
way compensates for hard work or im-
proved methods of production.

The present crushing season, just now
ending in Fijl, has lasted only about half
the normal time. If the cane-growers
again throw their bonnets over the wind-
mill and jeopardise the crops of the com-
ing season, for which they have got a
E.laranteecl market, then they are fools

' 2]

A 19-years-old lass, Jean Helen Fuicher,
who sald she was born of British paren-
tage in Tonga, was before a Police Court
in Brisbane on October 24 on a charge of
vagrancy. She had strolled along a Bris-
bane street clad only in the new “French
swim-suit"—which represents the ‘abso-
lute minimum between clothes and
nudity. The reporters sald she was “a
good-looking, slim brunette”: and the
puzzled Magistrate remanded her for
sentence.

Position Wanted

HOTEL MANAGER

Ex-Territorian, anxious re-
sume residence when normal
conditions prevail, seeks man-
agership Hotel, Club or Guest
House—anywhere. Health and
appearance good, accurate,
careful bookkeeper, wide know-
ledge Labour, Liquor and other
Ordinances, good mixer, widely
known, factful and would
capture trade from opposition.
Wife excellent supervisor
kitchen boys and domestics.
Write: —

“Islands Hotel Manager,”
Box 3408 G.P.0., SYDNEY.

Ship Chandlery — Hardware

Write for
Ship Cllllndlory]
Catalogue
Bpeclal “In Bond" Prices

for sll Isiands enquiries
quated on application

Bole Agents for:

BROOMFIELDS LIMITED

152 SUSSEX STREET H
Oables:

IRONMOI:IVQERY OF ALL KINDS, PAINTS,

P. H. MUNTZ & CO.'s 3-CROWN BRAND METAL SHEATHING.
PEACOCE & BUCHANB' ENGLIEH READY-MIXED PAINTS.

: SYDNEY.
¢ “Boom', Bydney,
Largs and Complete Btocks of

SHIP CHANDLERY
HITE LEAD AND OILS,

This Company supplies Aluminium and its Alloys to all specifications
and for every commercial application where these give better service
over other metals.

PLATE
BAR

STRIP SLABS
SECTIONS

SHEET
- WIRE .

FORGINGS .

CIRCLES . TUBING . ROD .

ALLOY INGOT.

_ Please Consult our Technical Service Department regarding your Light Metal Problems.

AUSTRALIAN ALUMINIUM COMPANY

PROPRIETARY LIMITED

'~ THE STAT Vi
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NOTES FROM NEW GUINEA

From a Private Letter

YRIL and Bernard Parer were in Lae
in mid-October, on their way to
Port Moresby. Other Territorles

men there were Jack Sedgers (just back
from Madang), Jim Leahy (expecting to
be on his way south for demobilisation
soon), Otto Rossiter, Ned Rowlands, Ned
Shields, Bill Mayo, Bob Franklin, and
John Murphy. .

Peter Swanson s in charge of native
labour at Lae, and Jack Sutherland at
headquarters (on the hill behind the old
‘drome)

There now are roads everywhere
around Lae—and military police are on
point duty in places, directing the traffic!

ANGAU men. with 1,000 native
labourers, recently rushed through =a
light traffic road, from the north-east
coast to Kokoda—and got it completed
before the native labour “blackout" on
October 15. To celebrate a splendid per-
formance, Captain Kienzle and Captain
Claude Champion put on a special party
for the ANGAU men.

PACIFIC ISLANDS SOCIETY

Visitors from the Islands to Sydney (or these
interested In Isfands affalrs), are advised to
communicate with the honorary secreiary of
the above Soeleity, which has been formed to
gtudy the history, traditions, economics, and
politioal developmenis of the Pacific Islands,
Regular monthly meelings are held st
History House, § Young Street, Sydney.

Address for Correspondence:
THE PACIFIC ISLANDS SOCIETY,
Box 2434 MM., G.P.0., Sydney.
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Effort to Restore Discipline to Pl Regiment
Colonel “Blue’ Allen Sent to Take Charge

AN interesting appointment was made
in September, when Colonel H. T.
Allen, OBE, who was in Australia
awaiting discharge after five years of dis-
tinguished service, was suddenly given
the command of the Pacific Islands Regi-
ment (consisting of three battalions of
Papuan and New Guinea natives).

The regiment was formed in the past
two years, It was quite a good idea.
Trained native soldiers could perform
most useful service in rooting the Japs
out of the tropical jungles—and it seemed,
for a long time, that this class of war-
fare would go en for a very long time.
The idea seemed even better when the
Japs surrendered, and it was seen that
we might have to keep tens of thousands
of them in eamps in the Islands for two
or three years, awaiting transport. It
was deemed better to use trained native
soldiers as camp guards than to keep
thousands of Australian soldiers unwill-
ingly in the Army on this uninteresting
and unprofitable duty.

Unfortunately, the everlasting “human
equation” threatened to destroy quite a
good plan., The trouble was not so much
fractious and ill-disciplined natives, as
the Army's apparent inabllity to find
officers with sufficient experience and
strength of character to control the
natives. Some incredibly stupid things
were done in the selection of officers.
High Armv officials, like high bureau-
crats, seldom can get it into their heads
that the handling of Melanesian ratives

:
B

THE COLEMAN LAMP

VE COMPANY LIMITED
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Colonel H. T. Allen.

—especially in masses—requires not only
experience, but considerable strength of
character and a quite unusual under-
standing of the native mind. Natives are
unconscious psychologists. They un-
erringly sense and exploit the tempera-
mental weaknesses of the white man.

Very disturbing stories of restlessness,
riots and even murders, by men of the
native battalions. reached Australia, and
opinion was general that the sooner the
battalions were hroken up and the natives
sent back to their villages, the better for
all concerned.

appointment of Colonel Allen re-

presents an attempt by the authori-

ties to restore discipline to the regi-

ment so that it may be used instead of
European soldiers for ecuard duties.

No better man than “Blue” Allen
could have been selected for the task.
He knows the Territory intimately, and
is respected by all classes of Europeans
and natives. He employed hundreds of
natives on his goldmine, near Wau, prior
to 1939, and was regarded by the natives
as a first-class “Master.” He understands
and likes natives, and is a firm dis-
ciplinarian, vet he always holds their
liking and respect. His friends, on this
oceasion, however, agree that he has
“taken on a man-size headache” De-
moralisation and  indiscipline  have
reached an acute stage in the PI Regl-
ment.

Colonel Allen left Sydney for Lae in
October, and already is on the job. If
he can restore order to the regiment, his
work will profoundly benefit the Terri-
tory later on, when full peacetime condi-
tions return.

Colonel Allen, a veteran of World War
1, was an early volunteer for World War
11. He had some difficulty in getting a
job—but eventually he got away with the
oth Division. He saw much active ser-
vice in Tobruk, the Middle East and
New Guinea, and was promoted and
decorated.

Under charter to 322 Troop Carrier
Wming. el e ﬁ?;ﬁx from Brisbane bbg
- are now )
Mnﬁnl?’:. uln the Philippines. This is an
e e o e

Mar w or many months

has been operated by Qantas captains,
with second pilots and radio c tors
seconded from 'th&_w_. Oum‘ia;e IS per-

on
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left without the necessary labour to com-
plete his urgent work; and, in many
cases, being unable to procure other lab-
our, faces heavy losses. The planter, of
course, can rely on Chinese labourers to
be always available when needed.

E Samoans realise that this draw-

back constitutes a serious obstacle

to the employment of Samoans on
Eurcpean plantations and some way has
to be fourd to remedy this. They have
suggested that a Labour Office be set up
by Samoan leaders, with authority from
the Administration to regulate and
organise the supply of Samoan labour to
the European planters, as well as to other
employers of labour, and that all labour
be engaged and controlled through this
Labour Office.

It is also planned to compel any.
Samoan labourer who wants to leave his
employment or change his work, for any
reason, to give sufficient notice to en-
able the employer to replace him without
serious inconvenience,

The Labour Office would also, in con-
sultation with employers and the Ad-
ministration, fix wages and conditions
for Samoan labourers and undertake to
supply to planters the required labourers
from districts where there is a surplus
of native labour.

It is reported that the New Zealand
Government has already agreed to such
an arrangement and that this Labour
Office is to be started in the near future.

It will be interesting to watch this
development, which is something wun-
precedented in the history of Samoa,

and which, if successful, would un-
doubtedly benefit all parties concerned,
employers as well as workers,
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NOTABLE NMP’s
Award of “PIM” Annual Prize

order to assist the excellent work of

the Central Medieal School, Suva,

Fijl—where selected young native
men from all the South Pacific Terri-
tories, except New Guinea and Papua,
receive a four years' course in medical
training and qualify as Native Medical
Practitioners—the proprietor of the “Paci-
fic Islands Monthly" has arranged to send
copies of “The Practitioner” (well-known
Jjournal of the medieai profession) to out-
*standing graduates of the Central Medi-

cal School, on the nomination of the
Director of the School.
Each year the “Pacific Islands

Monthly"” will donate £4/4/- for this pur-
pose. It will pay two subscriptions for
one year to “The Practitioner,” on behalf
of two NMP's, or one subgcription for
two years to one NMP—according to
the Director's recommendation. The two
NMP's who this year have been awarded
this modest prize are:
Theodore Dainirob, of the Medical
nl?epart-ment. Nauru Island, Central Paci-

e,

Alohikau Eva, of the Medical Depart-
ment, Nukualofa, Tonga.

The. reports on these two voung men
are most favourable:

“NMP Theodore Dainirob qualified in
December, 1942, and since that time has
been compelled by war to carry out his
duties here in Fifi. He is a man of
charming personality—not a prize-winner
at examinations, but a quiet, reliable and
steady worker. All the medical students
and other NMP's hold Dainirob in high
esteem. During the last few days I have

27

been able to make arrangements so that
Dainirob can proceed by air to Auckland,
and then travel by a British Phosphate
Co's steamer direct to Nawru Island,
NMP Calis Cain, also of Nauru, who
qualified in December, 1944, will retwrn
to Nauru along with NMP Dainirob.”

“NMP Alohikau Eva qualified in
December, 1834. During his medieal
training in Fifi he carried off nearly all
the prizes he could possibly win. He has
been stationed in several centres in
Tonga, where his medical work has been
of a high standard, During the war he
was commissioned as captain in  the
Tongan Military Forces. In 1944 he re-
turned to Suva for a period of post-
graduate training, including three
months' special training in leprosy work
at Makogai Island. He is now back in
Tonga,”

Koitaki Rubber Closes
Down

Effect of Ward’s Decree

RODUCTION of Koitaki Para Rubber
Estates, Ltd., Papua, for the year
ended June 30, was 857,283 1b., com-

pared with about 500,000 lb. in pre-war
years.,

Yields for the first three months of
the current year were: July, 78,984 1b.;
August, 70,754 1b.; September, 68256 lb.

But production has now ceased, because
practically all the native labourers have
left the plantation following the Aus-
tralian vernment’s never-to-be-for-
gotten announcement that all indentured"
labour contracts were cancelled as on
October 15.

IMPORTERS
EXPORTERS
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Sawmilling Industry in New Guinea

NDER arrangement with the New
Guinea Administration, Mr. Tom
Flower, with four European assist-
ants, left Australia in October, for
Papua, where he will enter into sawmill-
ing operations on a considerable and
growing scale.

In the beginning he will operate two
sawmills at Galley Reach, not far from
Port Moresby, where there seems to be
an ample supply of timber to take care
of present demands. There are about two
fathoms of depth on the bar at Galley
Reach, so it will be necessary to punt
gut the sawn timber, either to a ship

that may be loaded in the calm water
within the reef, or by making use of the
calm lagoon water, to Port Moresby
itself.

Mr. Flower, who gave evidence recently
before the authority which controls
Customs duties in Australia, is confident
that the duty on the import of sawn
timber to Australin will be lifted at an
early date—so far as Australia’s Pacific
Territories are coneerned, at any rate, If
that is done, there is not to prevent
the establishment of a highly profitable
sawmilling industry in Papua and New
Guinea, from which to supply the Aus-
tralian market.

1945 —PACIFIC

The Most Extensive Manufacturers
in the British Empire of
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ACME STAMP PADS
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a Complete Line of

LIMEWASHING AND
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WRITE FOR OUR GENERAL CATALOGUE

Limewashing Machine

EXCELSIOR SUPPLY CO. PTY. LTD.
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ROBERT GIBBINGS

Famous lllustrator-Author Goes to
Samoa

WELLINGTON, Oct. 6.
1G, bearded, jovial Robert Gibbings,
artist, author, and sculptor, called in
at Wellington (NZ) the other day

en route to Samoa, where, under contract

to his English publishers, he will prepare
materinl for still another book. Irish-
born, he has all the wit of his race, the
industry of the Englishman, and the flair
for living of the Continental  Fifteen
years have passed since he went to
Tahiti, and there compiled his “Iacrana,”
g journal illustrated by his own wood-
cuts, now in much demand among col-
lectors.

Robert Glbbings  established the
“Giolden Cockerel” Press, famous for its
rare editions. He has illustrated more
than 40 books; and in recent years has
been engaged in floating down several of
the English rivers. Books on the
Thames, Wye, and Lee, he told me, have
sold more than 130,000 copies. “The
British public like to get richt away from
the war, There is nothing about war
in my books."

He will spend the best part of a year
in Samoa; then he will return to New
Zealand to write his material. Reference
librarfes for such a work are essential.

Mr. Gibbings was the first artist to
secure pencil drawings under the sea,
Anvone acquainted with his Pacific books
will appreciate the quality and the
authentieity of his woodcuts of the multi-
shaved and eaily-hued fish that fre-
npligeﬁt Polyneslan waters—ERIC RAMS-

RECOGNITION OF BRAVERY OF
FlJI GIRL

TESTIMONIAL is to be presented to

Miss Eileen Austin, at Hamilton, NZ.

by the Governor-General (Sir Cyril
Newall) on November 23. Miss Austin is
a nurse at the Waikato Hospital, and is a
daughter of Dr. Austin, the medical
officer in charge of Mokogai leper settle-
ment, Fiji. The testimonial is in recog-
nition of Miss Austin’s action in saving
four children from drowning in Tonga in
December, 1943,

It will be remembered that at that time
a party of children were returning to
Fiji from school in New Zealan ¥
while the ship was in Nukualofa, Tonga,
a pienic was arranged for them. The
children went s and, because of
the strong current, got into difficulties.
Several of them were drowned, and the
rest rescued—four of them by Miss Austin,
herself returning to Pifi on leave.

A similar award has been made to Miss
I M. L. Bogle, stepdaughter of Colonel

WESTERN SAMOA
Delightful Holiday Resort
i in Pnlyn:sh g
WHY NOT SPEND THE WINTER
MONTHS AT THIS SPACIOUS AND
BEAUTIFULLY-SITUATED HOTEL?
Write for Details to
MRS. ANNIE M. JONES, Proprietress
The Casino Hotel
Apia - - - Western Samoa
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worker and causes little irritation in
comparison.

Many thousands have been spent ‘on
mosquito control in Fiji, yet, in what
mieht be called the suburban districts of
Suva, there are many acres of stagnant
water where the Indians are still per-
mitted to orow their rice.

® ® *

1,000 Tons of Candlenuts Wanted

N I visited Mr, H. A. Mitchell in

his candlenut factory, near Suva's

waterfront, he showed me the re-
sult of a trial pressing of the nuts—three
small bottles of clear, almost odourless,
golden oil which he said had cost his
company about £2,000 to produce,

The candlenuts are rolling in from out-
lyine districts but at the moment the
factory is strewn with pieces of
machinery and resounding to much
hammering on wood and sheet-metal, All
the plant has now arrived from Aus-
tralia, however, and it is only a matter
of assembling elevators, huskers, dryers
and pressers before operations are in
full swing.

Mr. Mitchell calculates that with the
present machinery working one eight-
hour shift, about 1,000 tons of nuts can
be crushed in a year with a yield of about
40,000 gallons of oil.

From what I know of Fiji social habits
I imagine “old-hands” will sit back on
their haunches and howl that there is
nothing like that quantity of nuts in the
Colony; but Mr. Mitchell believes that
there will be sufficient to carry his com-
pany on untll such time as they can
establish plantations themselves or, al-
ternatively, encourage Fijians to do so.
Only time will prove who is right. Candle-
nut trees begin to bear after three vears.

L] L L]

Plurals Baffle Them

T.H'E GPH in Suva is belng refurbished;
and, alonrside some fresh paint-

work, some Indian painter has writ-
ten, “Wait pant.”

Indian signs are invariably odd. They
use no plurals, and eating-places bristle
with such invitations as “Ice-cream and
soft drink.” An Indian temple at Lautoka
has a notice on the fence: “Please remove
your boot before entering.”

In a slightly different category is the
Tongan shopkeeper's notice: “For sale:
Pacific Island Yearbooks—three dollars,
or one carton of cigarettes.”

- L] *

Boxing Match

I. WHO had never seen a European box-
ing match, and have no desire to,

went to the boxing in Ba with Mr.
Pat Costello. Outside the theatre, where
the bouts were held, was a seething mass
of Fijians and Indians and, as far as I
could see, that is where most of them
remained all evenin=. There, they could
hear the barracking from the hall, and
results could be passed out to them. A
cheaper if less excitine method of seeing
the show, entrance to which cost five or
six shillings.

Both Indians and Fijians participated,
but prineipally Fijians, who have adopted
:rﬁosé of ul_:f:h sports with fgatica.l en-

usiasm, e inary bouters were
simple. unso hhﬁ&t?d souls; they wore
cute little pants, but had bare feet;
ot e 8, S o e

Tce ure 8. over
at rioht angies, take & swift sivet To
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the agonised expression of a prisoner af
the bar. Fi ¥y, their boxing was a
great deal of sparring and little fighting.

But, as the evening progressed, there
were more and more fancy embellish-
ments; and, with them, a sort of hazy

They wore boots
now, and occasionally a gaudy dressing-
they strutted into the ring and

they reelined in the respective corners
while quite three seconds f(or seconds,
thirds and fourths) supplied them with
ice-water, advice, fans and a good deal
of tummy-rubbing.

The barracking was loud and continu-
ous and, strangely, almost entirely in
English. “That's it, Vato,” yelled a fran-
tlc Fijlan just behind my head. “Keep
at it, Vato—that's the way to success!”

35

(Must have been to a good school, that

lad.) Then: "Bang him down, Vato—
bang him down!"
Chief event was between someone

called Marika, from Ba, and Sam, from
Nadi, Sam was #4s big round as the
gas-works, with arms lilke hams and
thighs like pversize balloon tyres. Marika
looked as frail as a young blade of grass,
in comparison, Sam, I thought, has
nnl_vlgut to fall on Marika, and that will
be that,

For approximately eight of the 10
rounds they fiddled and fincodled and
chased each other round the ring, each
occagionally landing a good thump on
the other fellow, Then, with the dew
of honest endeavour thick upon both,
Marika hauled off and with a good, clean
wallop knocked Sam completely off his
feet. Sam lay there with the bemused

FOSTERS
LAGER

BREWED

CARLTON & UNITED BREWERIES LTD.

BY

circle on one bare heel and beat it to
el R
rassment); and they cau-
tionary instructions of the referee with
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think that this insatiable demand for
tortoiseshell, cat's-eyes, shells and fila-
gree will go on Indefinitely and that there
will always be an overseas demand for
such things!

But this is doubtful. The dull brown
and green of tortoiseshell and ecat's-eyes
is something of which one easily tires;
much of the workmanship is extra-
ordinarily erude, and most of the “sil-
ver” filagree work is made of any white
metal but silver.

None of this stuff is in any way com-
parable with the exquisite, and echeap,
costume jewellery which, before the war,
came from Czechoslovakia, other central
European Countries or from the Tinited
States.

The only really good “buys” in Fiji at
present are hats, ivory and silver from
Ceylon, mats, baskets and purses from

After taking Pinkettes you should
feel brighter, happier, and free
bilious

from sick headaches,

attacks and liverishness. For

PINKETTES

are tiny laxative and liver pills,

which painlessly exercise the

digestive system.
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Samoa and other islands; and the newly-
arrived “paua" shell jewellery from New
Zealand.  Called the New Zealand
marine opal, this “paua” shell is inade
into all manner of ornaments, mounted
expertly on solid silver and sold in this
Colony for little more, if any, than the
New Zealand price.

REEF TRAGEDY

What Happened to a Fijian Turtle-
Hunter

By KAI VATA

A GRIM story of the sea, of disappear-
ance and death, comes to us in Fiji,
to remind us who regard tortoise-
shell as a not-particularly-interesting
article of commerce—and personal adorn-
ment—that the search for even this
humhble article can be, and often Iis,
fraught with grave peril

On Saturday, September 14, two boats,
gach manned by three Fijians, left their
Ba River village of Votua to go turtle-
fishing on the huge coral reefs off
Natauarau, a few miles down the coast
to the south-west. In one boat were
Samuela Nawai, Turaga Ni Koro, of
Votua, his son Ulaiasi, and big Joni,

They made their way far out, to a less-
frequented aren, hoping to find there the
lordly parrot-billed turtle, their “Vonu
ni Taku,” which alone among turtles is
blessed tor cursed) with that valuable
overcoat known as tortoise-shell. Their
ill-fated destination was a huge cavern-
ous hole in the reef, some 12 miles off-
shore—a gigantic, crater-like pit of blue
water in the midst of shallows, where
the bottom les full 24 fathoms deep. It
is a spot where, to the imaginative mind,
unnamed horrors lurk, but which to the
phlegmatic “Bulas” was just a jolly good
place for Vonu.

ND their luck was in. Af about 2
pan. a regular old grandfather Taku
incautiously eased his 200 Ib. bulk

to the sparkling surface nearby, doubt-
less with the intention of basking a while
in the warm sunshine, whilst his age-old
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enemlies, the sharks, were lying doggo
in_the reef-caverns below.

Little basking he did! The excited but
wily hunters paddled their craft softly
to within striking distance. Then,
Wham!—and the heavy, steel-lined spear
went home, and down went the sorely-
wounded Taku, seeking sanctuary in his
narrow reef-holes.

But the firmly-embedded 12-foot spear
denled him entry. Twice he rose to the
surface for air, but each time sounded
before the vigilant Fijians could get to
him, leaving a crimson trail to mark his
poing—and to serve as a clamorous
“pption Stations!” to those ferocious sea-
monsters, the sharks, to which the scent
g{ntu:ue-hluod iz a maddening urge to

Tl

THIRD time he rose, this time close

to the boat, and obviously weak;

and, as he suunded again, into the
water and down after him dived Ulaiasi,
brave, foolhardy wyouth who truthfully
boasted that he feared no shark.

The pale soles of his feet fiashed
hriefly as he swam down, then vanished.
and that brief flashing was a courageous
boy's farewell to life. He was mnever
seen again.

For the first minute or so his father
and friend waited expectantly, But their
expectancy rapidly changed to fear, and
then to a sickening anxiety as they
peered frantically into the suddenly
inimical blue deoths, ejaculating ques-
tions which neither dared answer. Theyv
urgently hailed the other boat, more In
the common human craving for com-
panionshin and svmpathy in disaster
than with any hope of succour, for they
now knew with a dreadful certainty that
Ulaiasi was beyond all human afd.

No sign disturbed the blue depths nor
marred the sparkling beauty of the sur-
face, but after a short time the thick-
shafted turtle-spear floated slowly to the
surface, mute testimony to the swift and
savage destruction that had overtaken
both pursuer and pursued.

The grief-stricken father and his
friends hovered over the spot until dark,
reluctant to leave lest by some miracle
the lost boy's body should reappear.
Then, as hope and daylicht faded,
Samuela sent the other boat back to
Votua with the sad tidings, whilst he
and Joni went to Na Tawarau to report
the tragedy.

The next day, with eight boats and a
big launch, the vain and pitiful search
was resumed, but the sea held its secret
—and holds it still.

YOUNG COCOA PLANTATIONS

Survive Three Years’ Invasion in
New Guinea

ONE of the interesting things that
have been noticed by the planters
who have returned to New Guinea
is the effect of 3% years’ war upon cocod
plantations. :

Tt has been observed that young, well-
grown cocoa trees, on Karkar Island, and
along the north coast of New Britain,
are bigger and befter than ever, ite
the fact that, since the invasion, they
have had no expert plantation attentior.
Tt is necessary to chop away quite

tantial growth, in order to reach them;
;etnther- are found to be in excellenf

sub-

- —g—— e by
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C. SULLIVAN P'y. Ltd" Sdeﬁy PRODUCE OF AUSTRALIA

PABST
BLUE RIBBON BEER

33 Fine Brews Blended into
ONE GREAT BEER

BURB" '
@ C. SULLIVAN PTY. I.T;im;‘;; Kent Street, Sydney
C. SULLIVAN Pty. Ltd.

GENERAL MERCHANTS . . . . . ISLANDS AGENTS

REPRESENTING LEADING FIRMS IN THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

Islands Produce sold on Shippers’ Account—Liberal Advances against Consignments.
Buyers of all Islands’ Requirements on Commission—Original Invoices Furnished.

Bankers: Bank of New South Wales .. Bank of New Zealand .. Comptoir National d’Escompte de Paris.
Wartime Cable Address: Sullivan, Kentstreet, Sydney.

379 KENT STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W.
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ESCAPE FROM
RABAUL

Jim Peterson’s Account
of Tol Massacre

NE by one, stories of miraculous
escapes from the Japanase mur-
derers and beasts who invaded New

Glinea in January, 1942, are becoming
known. Here is the story of how James
Peterson got away from Rabaul, and how
he escaped the Tol massacre by a few
minutes.

Mr. Peterson and his wife, Helen, are
well-known in the South Seas. He is a
Burns Philp man; and he and his wile
have lived in the Ellice Islands iat Funa-
futd), in Fiji (for 15 years—the last of
which were at Sigatoka) and at Rabaul,
Mr., Peterson was transferred to Rabaul
in August, 1941—but Mrs. Peterson was
not allowed fo accompany him. In
Rabaul he became a carporal in the New
Guinea Volunteer Rifles, of unforgettable
renown.

When the Japs came, early on January
23, 1042, Peterson was in a mortar de-
tachment on the beach near Mount
Vulean. The defenders fought as long
as they could, but the invaders were in
and, by the aftermoon,
the men of the Australian 22nd Battalion,
and the NGVR, had abandoned the de-
fence, and it was every man for himself
in the jungle, Peterson -~ot away with
his rifle, ammunition and the clothes he
wore, >

With an officer, Peterson set off along
an inland track, for a large native vil-
lage, Lemingi. Hundreds of men were

NOVEMBER,

straggling along the track, abandoning
arms and equipment as the going got
tougher, Five days later, they reached
Lemingi, got some food, and rested. Then
Peterson and three others headed south-
westward. They struggled through broken
Jungle and mountains for days—they

- were lucky In finding rice and tinned

food in an abandoned Chinese trade
store. There were parties of fugitives all
over this region.

EVENTUAILY. they came out on to
Tol Plantation, which is spread

along Zungen Point, in Wide Bay.
They found only a few men there, with
plenty of pigs, goats and fowls, and they
decided to walt there for rescue. But
within 24 hours, some 300 fugitive men
had arrived on Tol.

Peterson's party decided that such a
congregation almost certainly would bring
Japs down upon them. They collected
some food, and left early the following
morning.

Assisted by food Irom another aban-
doned store, they moved steadily around
Wide Bay towards Kiep. Jap forces had
come into the bay, and in the following
week they had two exceedingly narrow
escapes.

Near Kiep, they were overtaken by
natives who told them, in general terms,
about the massacre at Tol; and, later,
they were joined by a party of Austra-
lians from Tol, some of them badly
wounded. This is the exact account they
gave to Peterson, who repeated it to
John Quinn, who published it in “Sydney
Sun” on September 16:

minutes ailer Peferson’s

party left Tol, five Jap barges loaded
with troops came into Wide Bay,

and the Japs began to wade ashore, on to
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Capiain Jim Peterson,

the plantation. The 300 Australians scat-

tered into the plantation and jungle;
but the Japs pursued them, and 120 were
taken prisoner.

The Japs stripped them down to their
trousers and then burnt their equip-
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' TYPE DB2
“HANDYBILLY” 9 H.P. HEAVY DUTY

MARINE ENGINE

SIMPLE,

Write for full particulars to—

Thornycroft (Aust.) Pty., Ltd.

Cables; THORNMOTOR, Sydney.

RELIABLE & ECONOMICAL

Avaiable for immediate delivery.

Requisite Stern Gear Made to Order.

6/10 Wattle Street,
PYRMONT, N.S.W.
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PTY.
LTD.

MADE FROM THE FINEST
AUSTRALIAN WOOLS

By using the most scientific methods
of manufacture, John Vicars Pty. Ltd.
produce these outstanding materials.

Fine wools and fine workmanship have
produced quality cloths. They are
designed to give satisfaction

in any climate.

HARRY J.YOUNG PTY.LID.
Posal Addsess 379 KENT STREET, SYDNEY _ = codes

C.P.O, Sydney. Bankers: Bank of N.S.W. Bentley’s 2nd Phrase
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Mrs. C. H. V. Hodgess, wife of the pre-
sent commandant of the Solomon Islands
received permission to
return to her home in the Protectorate
lately, and she left Sydney in November

Labour Corps,

by the “Montoro,” for Bougainville,

will change to another vessel at Torokina,

and theénce proceed to Guadaleanal,

—— -

Purchasers at Full Market
Prices on Assay Value of

GOLD

SILVER
PLATINUM

SOME OF QUR SERVICES

ASSAYERS & ANALYSTS—
Assays of Bullion, Ores, eic.

ete,

SCIENTIFIC & INDUSTRIAL
METALLURGISTS—

factures covers all

And Platinum Group Metals

Analyses of Metals, Minerals, Alloys,

Our range of preclous metal manu-
industries—Gold
snd Stlversmiths, Electrical Trades,

Bcrap, Mining

currying Precious Metals.
GARRETT & DAVIDSON
PTY. LTD.
B24 Bt., Bydney W
Surry Hills and Chippendale, N.8.W.

Official Assayers to the
Bouth Wales.

the Gold R of the

Dental ¥Pr Glass

Electro-Platers, etc., ete,
REFINERS—

Purchasers and Reflners of Bullion,

By-Products, and
Trade Resldues of every description

Bank of New
Guazetted Agents of the
Commonwealth Bank of Australls, u.udn::

Security Act

“
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Radio Men’s Part in the
Pacific War

“MYUR permanent stations in New
CGuinea econtinued to serve the
public until that country was in-

vaded by the Japanese, and all the stafl

but one managed successfully to make
their escape under difficult and exeiting
conditions, The one exceptlon was Mr.

Holland, the OIC, who remained too lale

to leave, and I am sorry to say, that u

to now we have received no news of his

whereabouts,” sald the managing director
of Amalgamated Wireless, in his recent
annual report.

“The service at Port Moresby, in Papua,
continued throughout the war although,
due to enemy aection, it was necessary to
move the station to another site, and al-
together the station survived more than
100 enemy air attacks. Commercial com-
munication was suspended and the station
operated for the Army and, later, the
Navy, and still later, when the Japanecse
were pressed back, it became a centre
for press transmisslon to Australia and
the world.

“As the war moved north, so did our
staff — first to Hollandia and then to
Leyte, from where many - millions of
words were sent to Australia. Our officers
worked under great difficulties, with
short staff, and, in many cases, with im-
provised apparatus.

“The company's coastal station at
Darwin, in common with other stations,
rendered valuable assistance to the
Forces, and became the direct target of
Japanese bombing attacks, Eventually
the building and some equipment were
damaged, but the station continued to
carry on under conditions reflecting the
highest eredit on the staff”

Miss Betty Nicholson, daughter of Mrs.
W. T. A. Nicholson, of Suva, Fiji, was
married to Captain K, W. MacFarlane,
of the Fiji Military Forces, in Suva, on
October 3.
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storekeeper,

ALL STOREKEEPERS HAVE—

AUNT
MARYS

owder is now obtainable from your

@ Aunt Mary’s Baking P i
d news for you, especially as Aunt

That's goo
Mary's Baking Powder maintains
has stood the test of housewives for over 70 years. -

There is no substitute for Aunt Mary's—There never will be.

the high quality which
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CAPT. J. H. EDWARDS, MC,
DCM, MM

THERE were few more popular men in
MNew Guinea than Captain John
Harcold Edwards, MO, M, MM,
Mentioned is Despatches, who was Burns
Philps' supervisor of native labour in
New Britain, and who was among the
men lost on the “Montevideo Maru.,” He

Capt. J. H, Edwards.

had been 17 vears with BP;: and he was
closely associated with the life of Rabaul
—as head of the Returned Soldiers’ Sub-
RBranch, a5 Master ol the Masonic Lodge,
and (in the Iatter days) as one of the
heads of the NG Volunteer Rifles.

Captain Edwards was a _distinguished
veteran of World War I. He rose from
the ranks, won all the decorations avail-
able, was especially congratulated by
General Sir Willlam Birdwood on his
remarkable record, and was invested with
the Military Cross by the King at
Buckingham Palace in February,
After that war, he went to Rabaul as
instructor of Native Constabulary; spent
a few f','ea:s chasing gold on the main-
land of New Guinea; and then settled
down in Rabaul in the BP service. His
wife now is a resident of Sydney.

SOLOMON ISLANDS ESTATE

OLOMON Islands Rubber Plantations,
| Lid., which is 35 years old, and has
£75,000 invested on ¥Ysabel Island, in
60,500 coconut palms and 8356 rubber
trees, reported, at the annual meeting In
Brisbane, that the property is believed
to be in good shape, but the planta-
tions are covered with undergrowth.
Little information has been received
from the BSI Government; b
hoped soon to resume pOSSesSIOn of the
property—which was abandoned 3% vears
ago.

Mrs. A, J. Peadon, president of the New
Guinen Branch of the Country Women's
Association, recently underwent a severs

tion at the Lewisham Private Hos-
Eim. Sydney, and it is believed that it
will be some time before she is fully
recovered.
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A Tropical Thirst

demands a Satisfying Drink

that’s why KB is so popular
south of ““the Line’’

All through the tropics,
wherever there are men
who like good beer, you'll
always find KB. It’s the
drink that men appreciate
—a drink just made to
satisfy a tropical thirst!

TH“' arTiel v
& co. LIMI
SYDMEY. AUSTRALI
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