NATIONAL LIBRARY OF AUSTRALIA

Vol. XV, No. 7 (17 Feb., 1945)

Date : 7/17/26, 5:10 AM

https://nla.gov.au:443/tarkine/nla.obj-315176323

Copyright varies by issue and article

Reason for copyright status: Serials have an open range of dates.

Copyright status was determined using the following information:

Material type: Literary, dramatic or musical work

Copyright status may not be correct if data in the record is incomplete or inaccurate. For
more information regarding Copyright in Library Collections visit http://copyright.org.au
and https://www.library.gov.au/services/copyright-library-collections

The National Library of Australia supports creativity, innovation and knowledge-exchange
but does not endorse any inappropriate or derogatory use. Please respect indigenous
cultural and ethical concerns.

T L

NATIONAL
LIBRARY

OF AUSTRALIA


https://nla.gov.au:443/tarkine/nla.obj-315176323
http://copyright.org.au

Pacific islands monthly : PIM.

m - - C o
= =mum¥£n

B il

VOL. XV. NO. %

"WiISLANDS |
Monthly

! |

i

N Mr. J. F. Nicol, Acting High Commissioner for the Western Pacific, visited
~ New Georgia, BSI, recently, he made a short speech to the natives assembled
at Hombu Hombu, the Government station.
Shown in the picture are Mr. Nicol; native interpreter; Major Clemens, MC
(District Officer); Major Wilson (Acting Resident Commissioner); and Captain
Cameron, AIF. -
J A remarkable story akout 1942 conditions in the Solomons, in which Major

DS is conspicuous, is published on page 17 of this issue.
"" 2 - F —Photo by Boh Wright.
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USEFUL ADDRESSES

The following are the addresses of
organisations sel up to deal with Pacific
Territories affairs,—

PAPUA, NEW GUINEA, NAURU,
NORFOLK I8

Territories  (Sydney

inea Trade Agencyl,

Sydoey.

Department of External
Hranch) (Lately the New G
Apstralis House, Carringto
Telephone: BW 1
|Dealing with all matters connected with the
Australinn  Facific Territories snd  alse  the
Sydney representative of the New Gulnes Copra
Control Commitiee.)

FIll, AND HIGH COMMISSION
FOR WESTERN PACIFIC
Bydney Office of Fiji and Assoclated
Administrations.

(In charge of Mr. B. F. Blackwell}
72 Pitt Street, Sydney.
Telephone: BW 7724,

BRITISH SOLOMON ISLANDS
Sydney Office of British Sclomon Islands
Government
{In charge of Mr. F. E. Johnson, Treasarer of
the Solamons Administration),

17 Castlereagh Street, Sydney.
Telephone: B 1710

FOR PACIFIC TERRITORIES
EVACUEES GENERALLY
Paclfic Territories Association
C M. Adeiskold, Seeretary),

e/o Hoberi Glllesple Pty,, Ltd.,
a Pitt Bireet, Sydney Telephone:

eet,

BW 4782

WAR DAMAGE COMMISSION
Sydoey Office: M.L.C. Buidling, Cor. Martln Place
and Castlereagh Strect, Sydney,
Telephone: BW 2861

FOR CLAIMS AGAINST ARMY

Mlr. H. Alderman, Darwin-Moresby Claims
section, Chlef Finance Office (Army), Vietoria
Barracks, Melbourne,
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FALL OF RABAUL Some Women May  ument exbence would at least have becn

Defenders Honoured in Three
States

third anniversary of the fall of
Rabaul on January 23, 1942, was
marked in Brisbane, Sydney and
Melbourne by appropriate ceremonies. |

In Sydney, ex-residents of the Terri-
tories and representatives of the AIF
units who fought in the action met at
the Centotaph at 8 am. Wreaths were
placed there by the following bodies: 22nd
Battallon ATF; NGVR: ew  Guinea
Women's Club; Returned Sailors, Sol-
diers and .Airmen's Imperial League of
Australia, New Guinea Branch; Country
Women's  Association, New  Guinea
Branch; W. R. Carpenter & Co.; 8th
AASC; Public Service Association of New
Guinea; Burns Philp & Co.; Pacific Ter-
ritories Association; Nelson and Robert-
son. Pty., Ltd.; "Pacific Islands Monthly":
and Anti-tank Battery, ATIF.

In Brisbane, a ceremony was held at
8 am. at the Anzac Memorial. Padre
Nelson, who was with the ATF at Buna
and elsewhere in New Guinea, conducted
the service, and Mrs. Doris Booth placed
the wreath. Fifty-five ex-residents of the
Territory were present.

In Melbournse, a pilgrimage to the
Shrine of Remembrance was organised by
the Women's Auxiliary of the 2/22nd Bat-
talion: ex-residents of the Territory took
part,

Among the several speakers at the cere-
mony was the Rev. F. G, Lewis, formerly’
of Rabaul. A guard of honour was pro-
vided by men who had escaped from
Rabaul and by veterans of the 22nd Bat-
talion, Ist ATF.

After the addresses, floral tributes
were laid in the Shrine by friends and
relatives of the men who had fought in
the action,

MEDICAL SCHOOL GRADUATES
FOR 1944

TUDENTS of the Central Medical
School in Suva, Fiji, who graduated
a5 Native Medical Practifioners at

the end of 1944, are as follows:

Fijl. —Ratu Seniloli Varani Komaisavai,
Wilisoni Tuiketel Malani, Asaeli Tovehi
Wainigolo, Enele Karury Ratumaitavuld,
Serupepeli Bulai Rokosawa.

Tonga.—Jione Siosioms lohi, Jiosifa Alu-
kuoulu.

Western  Samoa—Lealofi Tamasese,
Joselani Poues,
Gilbert and Ellice Islands.—Fanoa

Pine, Teleke Kofe,
Nauru—Calis Cain.
New Hebrides—Kaltaby Kaluat,

British  Solomon Islands. — Francis

Kikilo. ;

The following won special gold medals:
Ji?n%iggﬁgﬁéhi medal for surgery:
o 55 Sl e o
PBrAS R Kl 0
HE‘SW EEIuT' rr‘;vefilanli(}glro'diseasex in chil-
drg]l} g?nﬁ?usg??s&i:?:é‘;} for anatomy:
Inoke Buadromo, 3

—_—

The Anglican Mission is still endeavour-
int:g o secure passages to I;iji for the Revs.
it

have been a

Return to Papua

Certain Mandated Territory
_ Planters, Too

SE?ERAL women residents of Papua,
now living as evacuees in Australia,
have received letters from the De-
partment of External Territories stating
that consideration will be given their
applications to return to certain areas of
Papua in the near future,

Nothing official -has been received from
the Department by the Pacific Territories
Association or any of the bodies inter-
ested in Territories affairs, but it is
known that several women have received
these notifications, and that applications
will be considered only from women
whese husbands have already returned to
the Territory as planters under the con-
trol of the Production Board, or from
women who, prior to the evacuation,
were operatin® their own plantations
No children will. of course, be permitted
lo return: women will be required to pay
their own fare and they will also be
required to sign a set of “conditions.”

The conditions, it is understood, are
those under which planters returned in
1843 (they cover purchase of goods, stores,
plantation labour, the acknowledgment of
the supreme authority of the military
authorities, ete.).

There has been considerable agitation
on the part of planters for the return of
their wives—particularly in view of the
fact that women missionaries were per-
mitted to return and that there are, in
Papua, great numbers of nurses and other
female Army personnel. The reason for

‘keeping these women out of their own

Territory all these months is obscure: so
also is the reason behind the demand
that, should their applications be
approved, they pay their own return
fares. Whatever the technical rights and
privileges of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, to return these evacuees at Gov-

who have already lost so much.

Territorlans who have hoped that civil
administration in Papua could not now
be long delayed, may feel it wise to pause
and consider: as the Commonwealth is
embarking on the 1 ¥y Drocedure of
“receiving applications" "from a few
thosen women, perhaps the Government
does not even yet contemplate the refu=n
of Papua to eivilian control for a long
time to come,

LLATER: In response to a telegram &om
the PTA, the External Territories pt.
has verified the fact that applications to
return will be considered {rom ecertain
women from Papua.]

SOME NG PLANTERS MAY GO

I'l‘ is known also that some planters
irom the Mandated Territory have

received notificatlon from the Exter-
nal Territories Department that applica-
tions will be considered from planters in
accessible areas of the Territory for
return under similar conditions to those
under which Papuan planters retumed in
mid-1943,

It should be noted that in both the
case of the women evacuees of Papua
and the planters of the ex-Mandate,
there is no definite promise that any par-
ticular person can return at will—it s
merely stated that “applications will be
considered.”

FIJI SUGAR

TH:E British Ministry of Pood an-
nounced -in Januatry thai, subject to
a few minor adjustments at present
being discussed in London, the price for
raw sugar in 1945 would be inereased by
£2 per ton. This i because of a pro-
pdrtionate rise in production costs,

The increase will apply to all sugar-
broducing territories in the Caolonial
Empire, and the uniform wertime price
will be thus maintained,

BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR

PIONEER TERRITORIAN

‘the New Guines Women's Club visited her
roem. This photograph was tal §
Erai B S
T h 4 i 5§ T

Mrs, Nell Garlon, one of Rabaul's best lik a e L y £ 3 St o
birthday recently in Sydney. She has been Ly “ﬁmw“nmmmmw;
: il : to £l her
X en Just a year ago
ds gave hier & birthday pienfo
: 4

on

-
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Apart from a ready-cul education in
New Guinea ways provided by the pas-
sengers, 1 could see for myself what role
that ship played in the lives of many
isolated residents—grocer, butcher, post-
man, the one social impetus that kept
the outport revolving®uutil the ship called
again.

ACH one of those ships was an integral
part of Island life. The “Malaita”
was a “good little ship.” Some sort

of inverted pride was taken in the fact
that the “Montoro"” was “lapun finish";
it was mysteriously said that she was
“written down to £5 in the company's
books.” Everyvone knew that the “bottom
was full of concrete” from her various
mishaps on reefs and in rivers, but that
was thought to contribute to her sea-

worthiness. The “Macdhut,” in spite of*

her vibrations and spiral cavorting on
anything greater than a ripple (and
although she was not old) was aflection-
ately known as “the.Old Msac.”" Tears of
blood were shed over her last moments
in Port Moresby in mid-1842, when news-
reels of her sinking were shown to Terri-
torian audiences.

These ships brought all things to the
Territories—{rom brides to bicycles and
food, fashions and furnaces.

The “Bulole" made her maiden voyage in
November, 1838. Between then and the
coming of World War II, there was little
time for her to grow into an Islands niche
of her own. After years of complaint
that BP's cared nothing for the comfort
of passengers, and that they were in-
terested in cargo to the exclusion of all
else, strangely enough, the “Bulolo's”
modern luyxury was accepted with some
sort of suspicion.

“It's not like an Island ship at all”
more than one hard-bitten Territorian
complained from the enfolding softness
of a chair in the streamlined bar, or
while watching perambulating females
disport themselves in the glass-gided
swimming bath. “The whole place is
cluttered up with round-trippers.”

After five vears of war probably the
pristine beauty of this interior decorator's
masterpiece is a bit rubbed and dull in
places—and so are Territorians after three
years of evacuation or Army. When the
evacuation of Australia by Territorians
occurs there will be no quibbling; a barge
%r a battleship will look egually good to

1em.

ROBABLY, too, a5 New Guineaites
suspected, Burns Philp were not un-
mindful of the guickening pulse of

Pacific tourism when they planned the
“Bulelo.” But, whatever interest there
was in_the Pacific in pre-war days, it
was insignificant in comparison with that
which has been engendered since war
broke our ocean wide open.

Thousands of American and Australian
servicemen are buried there; and it wil
be strange indeed if the war graves of
New Guinea do not receive as much

11

attention as the war graves of France
received after World War L

Whatever Territorians feel about round- THE
trippers and tourists, they had better pre-
pare themselves for periodic inundations
of camera-carrying, perspiring gentlemen
in new white suits, and ladies with sun-
shades, and flappers in cruise clothes.

Nothing short of constant bubonic plague

in New Guinea is going to stop them. I N s u R A N G E

QUEEN SALOTE IN NEW
UEEN SALOTE, of Tonga, arrived in (Incorporated in England)

Auckland, NZ, on January 12, on a
short health trip. She was met by
representatives of the Governor-General, FlRE

the Prime Minister, the Navy, and the
agents for the Tongan Government. ACCIDENT

At the request of the British Ministry
of Information, Sir Harry Luke, a former MARINE
Governor of Flji, has written a booklet of
some 70 pages, entitled, “Britain and the —

South Seas.” Another pamphlet, which
he published in 1948, had sold 35000 FIRE POLICIES ISSUED
copies up to the end of last year. A book IN PAPUA

by 8ir Harry Luke, In which he describes
his four years in Fiji and the Western

Pacific, will be published by Nicholson & 4 tion

Watson, of London, in 1945, It may tell 4% fcrmation frovs

the interesting story of the scenes behind E. A. JAMES,
the scene in the Central Pacific in 1940, Tel. B6347. Attorney for Papua,
after France had surrendered and the 14 Spring St., Sydney.

Vichy-ites were trying to get control of
New Caledonia and Tahiti.

BURNS PHESE=R 8

(SOUTH SEA) CO. LTD. ©fttee:

Inc. in Fiji SUV A
FE 1 2 d

Island }ra&an -ﬁ_li_d Shi]:;ovmon

Also Branches at:

Fiji: Levuka, Lautoka, Labasa, Ba, Sigatoka, Rotuma.
Tonga: Nukualofa, Haapai, Vavau.

Samoa: Apia, Pago Pago (American Samoa).
Solomons: Makambo, Gizo, Faisi.

New Hebrides: Vila.

Code Address: Gilberts: Tarawa.

"Burnsouth”. Norfolk Is, Niue. Wallis Is. Futuna s,

Sole Australinn Concessionaries:

GEORGE BROWN & CO. PTY. LTD. amplifiers, as well as Rola Speakers, is
267 Clarence Street, Sydney. also undertaken at our laboratories.

As the Ultimate factory is engaged in

of continuity of service. Our Laboratory
is situated at 267 Clarence Street,

Sydney. _
Servicing of all kinds of radio sets or

vital war production, the supply of
Ultimate Commercial Receivers cannot
be maintained at present.

E SERVICE: Ultimate owners are assured
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and research agencies which might be

brought within its framework.

The establishment of this South
Seas Regional Commission is one of
the specific objectives of the Austra-
lian-New Zealand Agreement which
we have endeavoured to further by
our discussions.

In the Australian-New Zealand
Buy
RiGgHT

IN
ALL
LINES

WINES A SPECIALITY

VIN ROUGE DE TABLE DE
QUALITY SUPERIEUR
ALSO :

Brandy, Gin, Beer, Cordials,
Salami, Mortadelle, Conserves,
Powdered Milk, Condensed Milk,
Leathergoods, Paints.
Indian Printed Cotton Piecegoods.

And EVERYTHING YOU MAY .
REQUIRE.
Enquirles through your usual channels

appreciated,

E. J. BRIAL

528 Collins. Street, Melbourne,

Agreement we proposed that in addi-
fion 6 representatives of Australia
and New Zealand, there might be on
the Commission representatives of the
Governments of the United Kingdom
and the United States of America,
and of France. We are ready for our
part to enter into early consultation
with the other Governments concerned
and to exchange views upon the form
of the Commission.

FlJI NATIVE AFFAIRS

ORDINANCE NOW LAW

E Fijian Native Affairs Ordinance

11944) wich was passed by Legisla-

tive Assembly ‘and received the Gov-
ernor’s assent on March 3, 1944, was
gazetted on January 2, 1945, It will take
effect from January 1, 1945,

This Ordinance fakes the place of the
Native Affairs Ordinance 1876 and the

egulations made thereunder, and pro-
vides for the corstitution of the Fijian
Affairs Board, The purpose of e
Ordinance is to give the Fijian Affairs
Board more power than existed under
the old Regulations for the conduct of
matters affecting the Fijian people.

The old office of Adviser on Native
Affairs is now styled Secretary for Fijian
Affairs, and the office is held by the Hon,
Ratu J. L. V. Sukuna, MLC.

Rev, E. L. and Mrs. Sykes, of the Pres-
byterlan Mission, have returned from the
New Hebrides for a short furlough, and
are in Vietorin with their three children.
It is expected that they will return to
their station at the end of March,

G.P.O., Box 314,
Suva, Fiji.

Suva's

S. P. PAREKH & BROS.

Leading

Cable Address:
“PAREKH.”

Jewellers

MANUFACTURERS OF: Tortoise-shell Ware (including Neck-
laces, Bracelets, Hinged Watch-bands and Brooches, etc.); Silver
Filigreeware, Ivoryware, Brassware, Coconut and Ebony Curios . . .

ALSO: "

Tortoise-shell Ware with Silver and Cats-eyes Inlaid

ALL ENQUIRIES WILL RECEIVE PROMPT ATTENTION

I T

PEBRUARY, 1945—PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY

No Action Yet
Will N. Zealand’s Promises
Be Honoured ?

From Qur Own Correspondent

. . APIA, Jan, 6.
O practieal results of the wvisit of the
Dominion's  Prime Minister (M,

Fraser) and his party have so far
beeri announced, apart from matters of
minor importance. It seems unfortunate
that the European representatives made
the prohibition of lguor their major
ncmxie nt, when there are many other
problems (land shortage, produce prices,
and Administration expenditure amongst
others! which seem to be of far greater
importance—although the prohibition as
imposed in the Territory is admittedly
unsatisfactory,

The political future of the Territory
gives rise to considerable speculation.
New Zealand realises that her record of
administration has been far from perfect
and has not contented either Samoans
or Europeans, v

Mr. Fraser expressed the sincere con-
cern and good intentions of New Zealand;
he also promised full and favourable con-
slderation of the New Zealand Cabinet
on the more important requests submit-
ted to him by the Samoans and Euro-
peans, It remains to be seen, however,
how far his promises will be translated
into action.

There is a lot of rcom for agricultural
and industrial development and encour-
agement of private enterprise to the
mutual benefit of New Zealand and
Western Samoa. Agriculture and industry
have not been developed in step with the
large natural ingrease of the Samoan
population during the past 30 years
tfrom some 30,000 to about 68,000 in 1944,
A far-reaching and liberal Government
policy would have made Samoa a great
supply base for tropical products like
copra, cocoa, rubber and bananas. This
would have been of greal benefit to New
Zealand during the difficult war years hy
helping to supply war needs of essential
raw inaterials.

A fact which is tfenerally overlooked is
that fthe population of Western and
Eastern Samoa combined is over 80,000,
and thus represents the strongest branech
of the Polynesian race. Many believe
that the Samoans of Western and East-
ern Samoa should he united under one
Government, as the division into West-
ern and Eastérn Samoa is purely a
“divorce of convenience” for the pur-
poses of the big nations and not justified
by reasons of logic or nature.

Wing-Commander Donald Donaldson is
now stationed in Australia, He is chief
pilot to the Duke of Gloucester, Australia's
new Governor - General.  Wing - Com-
mander Donaldson was formerly of the
Phosphate Commission on Nauru, He was
reported m.ls&in%uon air operations over

but presumab!

Franee in June, he escaped
or was released France was
liberated.

WESTERN SAMOA
ll!.lm Daﬂgi:ltlf;ul Holiday Resort

 Write for Details to
~ The Casino Hotel

o
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Modern Refrigeration for the South Sea Islands

The ELECTROLUX KEROSENE OPERATED
REFRIGERATOR

THE
i MIRACLE
OF
or ICE
MODERN
SCIENCE FROM

HEAT

ELECTROLUX OFFERS ECONOMICAL, MODERN AND COMPLETELY EFFICIENT
REFRIGERATION FOR ISLANDS' HOMES. :

FREEZES CONTINUOUSLY WHILE SMALL LAMP BURNS.

Freezing controlled by slmply regulating height ot fiame. - Uses only ] gallon of kerosene per week.
MOTORLESS . . . NO PAETS TO GET OUT OF ORDER.
MODEL L22 MODEL L380 ° MODEL LK550
Ompacity ® (as Ulustrated) Capacity
3.1 cuble fest. Capacity 4 cublc feet. B.5 cuble feet.

GUARANTEED FOR TWO YEARS,
® Write to your Local Distributor for prices and full details.

OBTAINABLE FROM ALL W. R. CARPENTER & CO. LTD.
BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE ISLANDS
Representation in Papua and New Hebrides,
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greeting and drop a canister containing
ammunition and food. This gift from
heaven they gratefully accepted and later
handed over to the Marines.

When Clemens reached the American
lines he responded to the challenge of a
somewhat bewildered sentry by introduc-
ing himself as the District Officer of the
island, adding that he had come to see if
there was any way in which he could be
of service to the Marine Commander.

His appearance scarcely accorded with
the descriptionl he gave of his standing
in the community. He was bearded, bare-
foot and clad only in a grimy shirt and
a ragged pair of shorts. Buf the sentry
took him at his word and let him in.
General Vandergrift was delighted to see
him. He and the new arrival had plenty
to talk about.

islanders continued to distinguish
themselves as one-man patrols.
There was the creditable adventure of
Corporal Jaku, who was sent into the
bush to endeavour to locate a gun Knowin
as “Plecolo Pete,” which was inter-
mittently shelling Henderson Field.

Jaku found the gun, but decided that
he could not deal with the crew single-
handed. He did what he thought was
the next best thing by following a tele-
phone wire to an ammunition hut and
killing the three Japanese who were in-
side it. He then made a two-day trek to
the nearest American oufpost to report
the position of the gun.

The Americans gave him a smoke-pot,
which he was told to ignite alongside the
gun at noon on a certain day, so that the
troublesome Pete could be dealt with by
dive bombers. !

Jaku returned to the site of the gun,
only to discover that it had been moved—
doubtless to preserve the crew from the
f_]m:e of their comrades in the ammunition

ut.

Jaku, ashamed at the thought of hav-
ing to report the fallure of his mission,
lay in wait in the bush until a Japanese
patrol went by. He followed it to a fair-
sized camp. Promptly al noon on the
appointed day Jaku lit the smoke-pot a
few yards from the Jap tents and walked
back to his base happy in the know-

. ledge that he had at least provided the

dive bombers with & worth-while target.

Nor were the civilian islanders lack-
ing in initiative,

Consider the unhappy experience of the
two surviving members of a Japanese
plane which erashed on Guadalcanal in
the closing days of 1942. They met a
party of natives and asked to be guided
to the nearest Jap post. Although there
was a bivouac area only two miles dis-
tant, the natives blandly walked the
Japanese forty miles in the opposite
direction and delivered them, too weary
to be indignant, into the hands of the
Marines.

MENS'S men had adventures al sea,
a5 well as by land, although they
could not compare in scope with the
amphibious operations which Kennedy
undertook in the Western Solomons.
There was, for instance, the narrow
escape of the schooner “Kokorana," which
one night wasﬂlfing in a bay on the north
coast of Guadaleanal—most of which was
then No Man's Land—when machine-guns
brought up by a Jap patrol opened fire
on her from the beach at point-blank
range. The bo'sun hastily turned his ship
about and took her out to sea, leaving

‘the dinghy floating in the bay.

On shore, three men from the “Koko-
rana” had been stranded and two of them,
both Europeans, were casualties after the
first burst of enemy fire. The third—a
jer—crageed them to a hid-
the mangroves, out of sight
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of the Jap 15, then swam out into
the bay and brought in the dinghy. Under
sporadic fire from the enemy ambush he
hauled the wounded men into the dinghy
and rowed them round the point to
safety.

Travel Restrictions in Fiji
From Our Own Cortrespondent
SUVA, Jan. 17
OME time back a Movement Control
Commitiee was appointed to issue
permits to persons wishing to pro-

ceed by sea between Fiji and New
Zealand.
The vessel normally plying between

Auckland and Suva has had its accommo-
dation strained for the past several years,

21
owing largely to military requirements,
and much difficulty has been experienced
by people travelling between these
countries,

It is understood that members of the
Committee are dissatisfied with their
difficult job and it is generally felt that
ilhe public is not altogether pleased with
the members,

Direct sea transport to Australia is
equally difficult.

Mr. C. Harvey has been appointed Dir-
ector of Agriculture in succession to Dr.
H. W. Jack. Mr. Harvey came to Fiji
in 1938 as Senior Agricultural Officer,
following service from 1827 to 1838 in
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FlJI COPRA COMMITTEE

From QOur Own Correspondent
SUVA, Jan. 17,
COMMITTEE, which will probably
be ealled the Copra Committee, has
been appointed “to investigate, and
make recommendations on the copra
industry in the Colony and in particular
to indicate the means by which the

FEBRUARY,
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THE LOSS OF THE COOLIE SHIP “"SYRIA"
Story Out of Fiji's Past

BY R. C. MACPHERSON

the early 80's Indian immigrants
first came into Fiji te work on the

fquarantineg measures saved Fiji from the
disease,

qnnu?}lityv d[-l-f Stprs pRdtuded s anayiRi sugar plantations of the Colony, and. Bkm::l £ 0t thiat cmual s t‘;‘rhm '
roved. - : ' from the commencement of this coolie T2BEdY was nol that of pestilence, but ot
The Committee is comprised of the . : ; dands,  Shipwreck almost within sight of her des-
toHlawing: ade between Caloutta and the Islands, tiniaon;, And  ATtel WHAT her. Tahatis

The Hon, Mr. C. Harvey, MLC, Diree-
tor of Agriculture, chairman, the Hon,
Mr. H, B. Gibson, MLC; the Hon. Mr. W.
G. Johnson, MLC; the Hon, Ratu G, W.
Lalgbalavu, MLC; Mr. A Robinson,
planter, of Vanua Levu; Mr. H, E. Snell;
Mr. J. B. Tarte, planter, of Taveuni.

the ships which carried them from the
swarming bazaars of old India to the
new land of promise in the south went
through many vicissitudes. Spme bof them
had tragic vovages, with outbreaks of
cholera on board—in one such instance
only rough and ready, but efTective,

GILLESIPIE’S

B

The
Flour
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Islands

— SYDNEY -

Powder for you.

over 70 years,

AUNT
MARY'S

BAKING POWDER

® SUPPLIES ARE NOW AVAILABLE,

is out of stock he will readily obtain Aunt Mary’s Baking
: After all, quality is worth waiting for,
especially when it is Aunt Mary’s Baking Powder, which
maintains the high quality which has stood the test for

If your local supplier

described as “a most prosperous voyage,
experiencing nothing but fine weather
and lght winds and having no serious
sickness.”

That vessel was the iron, full-rigged
ship “Syria,” of 1,010 tons, built at Sun-
derland in 1868, and owned by Mr, James
Nourse, of 530 Lime Street, London. (Inei-
dentally, James Nourse Line vessels were
still the Immigrant trade between
Caleutta and Fijl up to the outbreak of
the present war.) She salled from Cal-
cutta on  March 13, 1884—surely an
onminous date to any superstitious sailor
—with a crew of 43 and 493 Indian

immigrants.

The ship arrived off Kadavu, the south-
erly landfall for the port of Suva, on the
morning of May 11; by 5 pm. the same
day she was head-reaching off the Astro-
labe reef, about 10 miles to the north-
east,. Then at 8,30 pm, came the ery of:
"Breakers to loo'ard.”

Swift orders saw the hands making all
sail in an endeavour to ‘bout ship and
claw off to get sea-room to windward, but
it ‘was too late, and the “Syria" went
broadside on to the exireme point of
Naselai reef, amid a flurry of broken
water.

When the ship struck things happened
quickly. The shock of drove the
weather-quarter boat out of its davits
and smashed it to matchwood. In fran-
tic attempts to launch the remaining
boats, all except one were similarly
smashed, The one boat saved was later
sent off in charge of the chief officer
in search of assistance, and eventually
reached Levuka. And no sooner was it
clear of the ship’s side than the main-
mast went by the board., With great diffi-
culty, those in the boat got about flve
miles from the wreck through the shoal
on a falling tide, and then had to anchor
for the night. They arrived at Levue.
about noon the next day.

N the meantime, calm had been main-
tained on board, a matter of no little
credit to those in charge, in view of

the type of passenger the “Syria” was
carrying. The immigrants retired below
in good order and the ship's position was
examined.

When the ship struck, a very heavy sea
had been runnine and the vessel was
carried up over the edge of the reef, the
breakers erashing over her and smash-
ing loose gear. When the carpenter
sounded the well soon after, there was
four feet of water in the hold, and it
was obvigus that the case of the vessel
was hopeless. -

The arrival of the “Syria’s” boal in
Levuka caused no little excitement in that
then-important port. The “Fiji Times,"”
then published ce weekly at Levuka,
reported that “Conslderable commotion
was caused in the town on Monday,
shortly after moon, when it was known
that a boat had arrived from the coolie
ship ‘Syria, then lyine stranded in the
neiglihourhood of Naselai Point.”

The “Times’ then goes on to tell the
of the Lrip of the ship's boal to
with the mate, the engineer, the

Levuka took no risks with regard to
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Election Skirmishes in
New Caledonia

From Our Own Correspondent

NOUMEA, Jan, 1,
SENSATION of the election c¢am-
paien for the General Council has
been the charee, published in the
local press above the signatures of 11
members of the Comite Caledoniam Party,
that four of the eandidates nominated by
the so-called “Union" Party (representing
financial and commercial - interests
largely) were avowed Petainists at
time the Colony rallied to General de
faulle. Two of the candidates so charged
are mentioned by name—M. Lafleur, a
mining contractor working in association
with the Secciete le Nickel, and also asso-
ciated with Maison Ballande, of Bordeaux
(the biggest French commercial concern
in New Caledonia and the New Hebrides),
and M. Marc Bourrade, one of Noumea's
three practising lawyers.
The “Union"” Party has been dubbed

. FEBERUARY,

“Parti Ballande" by ils opponents, It has
a more conservative programme than the
Comite, which asks for financial, cconomic
and stoms autonomy and a free hand
to encourage International airways and
shippings to use New Caledonia’s airfields
and ports,

There is also a “Social Progress"” Party
with a somewhat similar programme of
modernisation and socialisation, which
urges administrative reorganisation, bet-
ter opportunities for Caledonian-horn
vitizens, and the breaking up of large
estates now run as cattle stations by
Maison Ballande and a few other com-
Ppanies or individuals,

There are, as well, a few independent
candidates expressing no party allegiance.

Some candidates claim that mining con-
cerns like the Societe le Nickel, should ke
nationalised, a5 similar concerns are
eing nationalised in France. One elec-
tion campaicner draws attention to the
diserepancy between the Colony's Budget
In 1938-39 (50 million francs) and the
profit of the nickel company for the same
year (150 millions).

STRD

CER._LIGHTER

.. LONCER—LASTING l

Undor war condi.
tions, only occasional
manufacture ie  po:
sible, but Globiles
will be supplied
whenever availahls,

TRAVEL
CASES

00000 A AR

Asthma

In 3 M

Bince the discovery ot Mendaco by a2
famous physician sufferere can Eet relief
from Asthmse. Mendaco does awny with
expenslve injections and offensive smokes,
All you do is to tpke 2 tazicless tablets.
with meals and Mendaco starts circulating
through the bload |n 1p minutes. You
breathe ecaslly and freely. Your nerves
relnX, you get good, fresh, pure air into
Your lungs, and vigour returng,

Sleep Like a Baby

Theusands of former sufferers from Asthma
SaY that the wery fArst dose of M:::dam
brought them  slorious ease and comfort,
znd that they slspt soundly the very first
fight. Then their wvigour returned and
they felt healthier and stronger, and & to
10 yEars younger. The Teason for this is

that Mendaco acts in natural ways to
overcome the effects of Asthma, (1) Tt
Temoves the ‘mueus gr nphlegm; (2) It

Telaxes thousand: of tiny

{Tndandiaut of f‘lcmr lungs; (31 It
ody vigour, and stimulates the b f
rich, revitalised biood. = S MRS

No Asthma for Fiye Years

Mendaco not only brings almast § inte
results, free breathing ung ::m}"c'rrntna;‘nt;
enables yau to sleep, but alzo bullds up the
s¥stem to ward of future altacks. Mr.
J. R writes: 1 wag almost dead with
Had Jost 40 Ths. In welght, suf-

Page 30
nla.obj-315199240
National Library of Australia
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inutes

fered coughing every night—conldn't sleep,
Mendaco stopped spasms first night. 1 have
had no Asthma since in over 2 years."
Mre. A, W. writes: “I had Asthma for 25
years, After using Mendaco I can sl
all night and have not had an attack sinee
taking it."" Mrs, G. BE. C. writes: T bless
the day T first heard of Mendaco. What a
godsend It is o a poor woman like me who
for 35 years never knew what it was to
have a good night's rest. The constant
fight between Asthma and sleep wns wear-
ing me down, bot I feel now I want to
forget my past suffering.”

Benefits Immediate

The very first dose of Mendaco goes right
to work eirculating through your blood and
helping nature rid you of the effects of

. Try Mendaco under an frcn-clad
money back guarantes, You be the Judge.
If you don't feel fully satisfled after taking
Mendaco just return the package and the
purchase price will be refunded. Get
Mendaco from your chemist to-day and
see how well you sleep to-night and how
muth better you will feel,

'RELIEVES ASTHMA

Now in 2 sizes .. .. .. 6/- and 12/-
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Apology to Lutheran

Missionaries

Australian Publishers Correct an
Injustice

TEREIT_ORIANS temporarily in Aus-

tralia have no doubt recently
noticed in the metropolitan news-
papers an “apology and correction”
Jrom publishers Angus & Robertson,
Ltd., conecerning a book written by
George H. Johnston—“New Guinea
Diary.” i

In his book, Johnston alleged thatl
the Lutheran Missionaries in the
Salamaua district of New Guinea
aided the Japanese on their march up
the Markham Valley.

The following note has been re-
ceived from the Brisbane headguarters
of the Lutheran Mission which ex-
plains both Mr. Johnston’s allegations
and the subsequent apology of his
publishers:

March, 1942, after the Japanese had

invaded the mainland of New Guinea

Territory and had established them-
selves ellat Salamaua md.dén éafﬁ th.L vgﬁs
alleged WAI' CcoIrespon at Luth-
m'ag ml{sionarles of Australian and
American nationality were aiding the
enemy in guiding him up the Markham
Valley. In sensational manner, the daily
press branded these missionaries as
traitors and no end of calumny was
heaped on them, and the whole Lutheran
Church of Australia and America was dis-
credifed and placed under suspicion,
which caused heartache and injustice.

One of the war correspondents, George
J. Johnson, later compiled a book, “New
Guinea Diary,” in which he repeated the
slanders in a form that was even more
objectionable than the original. On page
55 of his book he states: “The most inter-
esting feature of the (Japanese) advance
is that certain Lutheran missionaries—
of Australian, British and American
nationality—have been acting as guides
for the Japs, and our guerillas on the
other side are very anxious to meet some
of the white traitors.” :

The book was published by Messrs.
Angus & Robertson, of Sydney. In an
m’cﬂ"axour to clear the names of the mis-
sionaries and to rehabilitate the mission,
steps were taken to cause the publishers
to apologise and to correct that h];emrtlnn
of the book that was objectionable.

The company was immediately willing
to offer as much redress g5 was possible.
In addition to publishing an apology in
all the capital cities of the Common-
wealth and of New Zealand, it has under-

libraries

also  un
objected to from any further on of
'uig book, and they have paid all costs
which have arisen.
A collection of Fiji native
llected bymcaptamn& M. Donochue,

handicrafts,
of

service, was on ex-
A,
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PACIFIC ITSLANDS
Anti-Filariasis Drive

Gets Under Way in Fiji

E campaign to eliminate filariasis
l from Fiji is making good progress

in its initial stages. Fijian youths,
trained by the Mosquito Control Organi-
sation, will be sent to various parts of
the Colony to work among their own
people—one team has already completed
a course and iz to start work almost
immediately on the Lau Province.

A team consists of five inspectors, each
af whom has g specific area under his
control and who has been frained to
recognise the various breeds of mosquito,
to understand the nature of filarinsis and
the technique of bandaging to reduce
elephantiasis swellings, These Fijians
will also co-operate in making blood sur-
vevs to ascertain the ineidence of filaria-
sls in their areas,

To help the campaign along, a eircular
letter has been sent to each Roko and
Fijian leader, setting out the aims of the
campaign and asking for the sympathy
and help of the natives in the good cause.
An extract from the letter says: “These
lads ean show your people how the mos-
quitoes that cause filariasis can be eradi-
eated from your towns. We cannot hope
to kill all the mosquitoes in Fiji, but it
is possible to destroy and prevent fur-
ther breeding of those which cause
filariasis and the inevitable elephantiasis

“If this campaign is welcomed and
assisted by your people there is every
reason to believe that in a few years' time
filariasis will be stamped right out.”

To Mr, D. W. Amos, Senior Mosquito
Inspector. must go the eredit for the
organisation of the anti-filarial drive. In
this he has had the full co-operation of
the Director of Medical Services and the
Secretary of Native Affairs,

The technique of bandaging elephantia-
sis swellings has been developed by an
American doctor, Major James I. Knott
Major Knoft was in Fiji last vear and
his pamphlet on fllariasis has been
printed in both English and Fijian and
has been widely circulated in the Colony.

Landing-craft, Groceries

HE London “Daily Telegraph” recently
suggested an  interesting post-war
conversion of a wartime invention—

landing-craft. Landing-craft which put
down men, guns and heavy equipment on
open beaches will, it believes, revolutionise
transport in areas (particularly the Paci-
fie) which lack port facilities.

One Australian shipping firm is re-
ported to have already offered to buy
from the British Admiralty, as soon as
the war is over, a number of tank-land-
ing ships and small craft. It intends fo
use them for its Pacific Islands service,
Cargoes can be picked up or set down
with equal
approachable beaches.

ne US naval officer plans to operate

landing-craft in the Caribbean. He says
that the great beauty of this way of land-
ing cargo will be ifs extreme economy—
stripved of their military gear a craft
capable of carrying several hundred tons
tgﬂcargu could be run for about 1/- per
2.

Roger Frey, a New Caledonian sub-
lieutenant in the Prench Army, has been
awarded the Croix de Guerre.

Charles Devaux, a New Caledonian
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Fiji's New Governor
“Drunk In" -

Native Kava Ceremony

new Governor of Fiji, Mr., A. W.
G. H, Grantham, was welcomed in
traditional fashion by representa-
tives of the Fijian people, on January 9
The usual ceremonies were performed
but the central feature was the drinking
by the Governor of @ cup of ceremonially-
prepared yagona (kava). Traditionally,
this “drinking in" is an essential part
of the ceremony of installing a Fijian
Chiefy and from the time of the cession
of the Colony to Queen Victorla ln 1874,
it has heen performed for successive
Governors. It i1s a symbol of the renewsl
of the pledge of loyalty to the British
Crown first given hy the Chiefs of Fiji
when the Deed of Cession was signed
_—

Mr. Albert Drysdale, formerly leader of
the Unevangelised Fields Mission in the
Western Division of Papua, has been
reported POW in Thailand,

The Hon, Mr, H. H. Ragg, MLC, to-
gether with Mrs, Ragg, is leaving Fiji
shortly for New Zealand and Australia,
on holiday.

KANGAROO BRAND
~ Ropes,
Cordage,

and Twines for every
purpose

Backed by
86 years of service
Manufactured by:
M. DONAGHY AND SONS,
Pty. Ltd., Geelong and Sydney.

Fiji Representatives:

PEARCE AND CO.

LIMITED
P.0. BOX 237, SUVA

Ship Chandlery — Hé_fdware

Write for
Ship Chandlery
Catalogue

Bpecial *In Bond" Prices
fors all Islands enquiries
queted on application.

Bole Agents for:

BROOMFIELDS LIMITED

152 SUSSEX STREET B

Large nnd Complete Btocks of

SHIP CHANDLERY
IRONMONGERY OF ALL KINDS, PAINTS, |k
WHITE LEAD AND OILS.

P. H. MUNTZ & CO.'s 3-CROWN BRAND METAL SHEATHINO
PEACOCK & BUCHANS' ENGLISH READY-MIXED PAINTS.

SYDNEY.
Cuables: "Boom®, Sydney

AUSTRALIAN FOODSTUFES...PHARMACEUTICAL LINES
WINES AND SPIRITS ... MANUFACTURED GOODS

PRIMARY PRODUCTS ... PATENT MEDICINES

=
=
—
.
=

We Still Can Ship. .

GIN and WHISKY

(Produce of Australia)
Orders will be accepted and shipped
while stocks last.

Wartlme COable Address:

> DARVAS COMPANY, SYDNEY. Copai

Bank of
1

de Paris.

Australasia,
D

{Proprietors: R. Darvas, E. Klugman), E E

Head Office: 35 PITT ST., SYDNEY. 'Phones: BW 4696, BW 6384.
Codes: Bent. AB.C. (6th).

volunteer who has officially been consld-
ered dead since the baftle of Bir Hacheim
in Libya. in 1942 has been able to inform
his family in Noumea that he is a
prisoner in Germany.
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TOBACCO
“NAILROD"—For Native Trade

EXCELLENT QUALITY
GOOD SMOKING
THORQUGHLY MATURED

Packed in racks of four 28lb. wooden boxes.

Indent through your Sydney Agent, or direct through
the Sole Export Distributors :

C. SULLIVAN Pty. L.

379 Kent Street, Sydney, N.S.W.

C. SULLIVAN Pty. Ltd.

GENERAL MERCHANTS . . . . . ISLANDS AGENTS

REPRESENTING LEADING FIRMS IN THE PACIFIC ISLANDS.

Islands Produce sold on Shippers’ Account—Liberal Advances against Consignments.
Buyers of all Islands’ Requirements on Commission—Original Invoices Furnished.

Bankers: Bank of New South Wales .. Bank of New Zealand . - Comptoir National d'Escompte de Paris.
Wartime Cable Address: Sullivan, Eentstreet, Sydney.

379 KENT STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W.

——
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WHY NO RETURN TO
BSI?

Probably Due to Lack of Both Ships
and War Damage Compensation

ALL except the most northern coasts
of the British Solomons have been
clear of Japs for a long time. The
Territory, for many months, has been
under what is practically civil adminis-
tration—although with a strong military
flavour. 3

Therefore, there Is bewilderment in
places outside the Islands at the refusal
of the authorities to allow civilians to re-
turn to their homes in the Solomons.
Planters, traders and missionarles are
eager to go back; but only a very few
have been allowed to go—and those under
conditions which give little freedom to
individuals or to enterprise.

The explanation probably will be found
in the following note in a private letier
from an experienced BSI official: “I think
the return of clvilians is held up until
we can get a civil shipping and supply
service; and also beecause the economic
situation seems to be walting on London
for m decision. In the meantime, we are
doing our best to get the natives back on
to & sound basis, so that when production
starts we can devote all our time to it.”

It must be remembered that a large
part of the British Sclomon islands were
fought over very savagely in 1942-43, and
the resulting extreme disruption of native
life will need much repair. On the other
hand, the return of experienced givilians
would help, rather than hinder, the work
of restoration.

There is much In that hint of a London
decision, however. Britain, unlike Aus-
tralia, has done nothing as yet tn assist
rehabilltation of Pacific Islands residents.
Australians in Papua and New Guinea
now are assured of substantial war dam-
age compensation; but the residents of
the Solomons, where enormous damage
was done by war, have had no promise of
assistance of any kind. Until they get it,

rehabilitation cannot very well be planned

or attempted.

War has struck Britain’s colonies in
many places; and discrimination is un-
likely, Britain cannot very well promise
wair damage compensation to the Solonfon
Islands, and ignore the plight of former
residents of Malaya or Hongkong. It may
take some time to establish a principle
and a plan.

WORLD-WIDE PUBLICITY FOR
FUJI'S SOLDIERS

VE pages of brilliant photographs,
some of them coloured, and several
pages of letterpress, are devoted by

the “National Geographiec Magazine" of
January, 1945, to the exploits of the
Fliﬁlan soldiers in the jungles of Bougain-
ville.

It is a remarkable story. The scene of
most of the incidents is the outpost estab-
lished by the Fijians at Ibu, in the moun-
tains overlooking Numa Numa, on the
east coast of Bougalnville. Ibu was
reached in 20 minutes' flying in a Tiger
Cub from the American. beach-head at
Empress Augusta Bay. The Cub flew
: : canyons in the central

mountains. The TIbu alr-strip, which
f;unf to the erest of a ridge, was 350 fee

and to
the New Guinea police boys, who,
as scouts, led them Paost dimentt
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may be some who enjoy weed-
“ing, -but their numbers must be very
few. Every now and then, however,
it becomes grimly necessary to lry and
clear away some of nature's efforts to
hide one's garden soil
At last the dismal lmbour had been
done and from our verandah we locked
down on a nice clean space,.a sight that
we had not revelled in for many a moon.
It was Hugo who frst spoited what
appeared to be p large brown stone with
a smooth, shiny surface, somewhat caked

with dry earth but managing to reflect

the sun's rays, He drew our attention
to it and expressed the opinion that it
was probably iron ore.

“Tron or what?” asked Enid.

“Tron or nothine.” replied Hugo.
iron ore.”

“Oh, that sort of ore,” said Enid.

Toby thought it was bauxite, about
which all of us were a little vague, though
Melville recalled how when the British
blockade had prevented a neutral ship
taking a cargo of bauxite to Germany.
great had been the lamentation in the
Reich. Others hazarded a guess that it
was wolfram or pyrethrum,

Now, once an idea is planted in Toby's
head it expands in a big way, and his

“It's

35

MYSTERY MINERAL

thoughts gallop ahead, We gathered that
we should immediately form a syndicate
with Toby as chairman and commence
minin~ operations. But we had barely
time to grasp this idea before Toby had
led us on to visualise a vast mining eamp
with hundreds of happy natives enjoying
high wages, ideal housin~ and regular
plcture shows. Then we were hustled into
the Board Room, where Toby, as chalr-
man, had announced a record dividend.
Camera-men  swarmed round; Toby's
biography was featured in illustrated
magazines; he was sent on trade missions
to Moscow Rio de Janeiro and Teheran,
and finally created a Viscount.

Then Melville said that it might be
worth having a dekko at this wonderful
stone,

He deseended to the garden and held
up for our inspection a portion of broken
olass from an ancient and, slas, empty
Lrown bottle —"HIEREUS."”

The Rt. Rev. W. H. Baddeley, Bishop of
Melanesla, who has been in England, has
left for his mission field, via the United
States. He expects to be back in the
Solomons before Enster.

Othrer GILBEy Bk
CREME de MENTHE cf.r..
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Address all enguiries to:

W. & A, GILBEY LTD. 33 ROSSLYN STREET, WEST MELBOURNE
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FACIFIC ISTLANDS
LATE FIJI NEWS
SUVA, Feb, 7,

E Victoria Cross, awarded to,the late

Corporal Sefanaia Sukanaivalu, of

the Fiji Military Forces, was
presented by the Governor of Fiji, Mr.
A. W. G. H, Grantham, at a ceremonial
parade of the Fijl Military Forees, in Suva,
on February 6, to Lote Vulakoro, the
father of the deceased soldier.

There was a very large public gather-
ing, and a deep Impression was made as
the Governor read the official account of
the deed which won for the young Fijian
the world’s highest award for bravery,
and then handed the Vietoria Cross to
the dead soldier's father. His Excellency
then shook hands with the dead soldier's
father and mother, who were beside him
on the official stand.

Preparations are afoot to say farwell,
in adequate fashion, to two of Fiji's most
highly respected public servants, now on
the eve of retirement—Dr, V. W. T.
MeQGutsy (Secretary for Indian Affairs),
who has given the Colony 33 consecutive
vears of service; and Mr. A. L. Armstrong
(Commissioner for Reconstruction), who
has held many important posts since he
entered the Fiji service in 1915

8ir Henry and Lady Scott have been
informed that thelr son Maurice had been
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross.
Maurice, who has lately been on active
service in Italy with the RAF, flew with
the Desert Air Force in North Africa from
El Alamein, onwards, and has a fine re-
cord of service. -

Lieutenant Harrowby Ryder, of 9th
Division, AIF, son of Mrs, 8. Nelson, of
Suva, after long and distinguished mili-
tary service, was accidentally killed re-
cently while on active service in the
Pagcific,

The deaths have oceurred of Mr. R. F.
Freeman (76) and Mrs, C. H, H. Irvine
tabout 80)—both early settlers in Fiji.

The next meeting of Fiji Leglslative
Counieil is to be held on February 16.
Mr. H. H. Ragg, a member of both Execu-
tive and Legislative Councils, is tempor-
arily absent, and his place will be taken
by Mr. W, G. Johnson.

My, Alport Barker's place as chairman
of Movement Control Committee has been
taken by Mr. A, A. Ragg. Mr. R. V. O,
Bentley and Mr, K. V. Macqire have
been appointed members of the Commit-
tee during the absence from Fiji of M,
D. Butler and Mr. Harold Cooper.

The United States Consul, Mr. T. Horn,
is at present away from Fiji, on leave, and
his place has been taken by Mr. Robert
Grinnell,

Commissions as Justices of the Peace
have been granted to Mr, George Thomp-
son (headmaster of Levuka public school)
and Mr. M, L. Verma.

Lieut.-Colonel J. B, K. Taylor, who has
been away on sick-leave in New Zea-
land, has returned, to become Rehabilita-
tion Officer.

A number of new leachers for Fiji
schools have arrived from New Zealand
—Mr, H. G, Warburton, Mr. D. W. Strong
and Miss E. M. Creedon (Suva Grammar
School). Miss I. M. Bowman (infant mis-
tress, Leyuka), and Mrs, Warburton
imatron of the Suva Boys' Grammar
School hostel). :

Mr. Bill Lee, who played a big part in
Fiji's early aerodrome construction, went

recently on his wav to Apia, to take
charge of public works in Western
Samoa.

Mr. W. H. B. Buckhurst has been

appointed Director of Lands, Mines and
Survevs inﬁg'l%l %eacame to Piji from
New Zealand 8 as a surveyor on
the staff of the Native Lands mm{gm
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BSI Woman Writes
First-class Thriller

NEW thriller novel, “Bring Another

Glass,” by -Mrs, Georgina Seton,

recently published by Angus and
Robertson, Ltd., Sydney, is in many
respects unigue.

In the frst place, very few novels worth
eading are published south of the Line,

. Seton’s story is not only written
with the hand of a craftsman: it is also
cunningly and cleverly constructed, and
characterisation is so good that it is hard
to believe that this is the young woman's
first effort.

In the second place, writers in the
Antipodes rarely, if ever, attempt thrill-
ers—the strain of story-telling is as much
as they can stand up to. But Mrs. Seton's
story is not only a thriller—it is one of
those mystery tales so quick-moving and
ingenious that the reader can't lie down.
This reader did his best to pick the killer
—but had to confess in the end that the
authoress beat him—he should have
guessed, early in the piece, the identity
of the bloody-handed snake, but he was
neatly side-tracked.

In the third place, this probably is the
first time in lterary history that a thriller
novel has been based wholly on life in a
South Seas Territory. Mrs. Seton is the
wife of a well-known Solomon Islands
planter; and the scene of her novel is a
small, typiecal, copra centre in the Solo-
mons. Types familiar to every one of us
walk across her lively and readable pages
—there is the District Officer, the
store manager, the coconut planter, the
recruiter, the medical officer, the itinerant
trader, the Chinaman, and (claverly
woven inte The very structure of the
thriller) a couple of native chiefs and a
witch-doctor, &Mrs. Seton lived many
years in the Solomons, and knows all the
social answers; and it is evident that
actual people are the prototypes of the
characters she has convineingly limned in
her book, and made us laugh at, or
admire, or hate. One even suspects that
Mrs, Seton—being woman as well as
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writer—may have done a little bit of cat-
ting—but only Solomons residents can
tell us that.

The Islands background and the local
colour are so clear and correct that—after
the endless muck written about the South
Seas—it is a real pleasure to commend
this book, not only as a novel, of such
merit that it deserves British and Amer|-
can publication, but also as a first-class
Pacific Islands story—RWR.

Nurse E. M. Kennedy, of the BSI
Medical Department, has terminated her
period of secondment to the Fijl Serviee,
She is at present on leave, which will be
{ollowed by a period of special “study”
cave. :

The National Arbitration Tribunal of
Fiji has awarded and determined that
the eost of lving bonus payable to the
employees of the Colonial Sugar Refining
Co,, Ltd., on the island of Vitl Levu, whn
receive wages of £2 or less per week shall
remain at 1/9 per day as from January 1
to April 1, 1945,

PACIFIC ISLANDS SOCIETY

Visitors from the Islands to Sydney (or those
interested in Island: » are advh to
communieate with the honorary seeretary of
the above Boclety, which has been formed to
study the history, traditions, economiecs, and
political developments of the Pacific Tslands,
Regular monthly meetings are held at
History House, 8 Young Sireet, Sydney.

Address for Correspondence:
THE PACIFIC ISLANDS SOCIETY.
Blox 2434 MM., G.P.0., Sydney.
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