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PACIFIC ISLANDS

MANGAIAN WAR
CASUALTIES

From Our Tahitl Correspondent

MANGAIA, October.
ESE photographs are of two former
Cook Islands residents who enlisted
with the New Zealand military
forces.

Lance-Sergeant R. 8. Aubin, whose
death has already been reported in
“PIM," died of wounds in Italy, last
Easter. Formerly, he was a trader at
Mangaia, Cook Islands. He enlisted at
the commencement of hostilities in 1939,
was twice wounded at El Alameiln, and

L.fggt. R. 5. Aubin. Li. €. 0. McGruther,
al the time of his death had served with
the NZEF for almost five years. His
mother lives in New Zealand. '

Lieutenant Colin MeGruther is the
younger son of Mr. J. G. McGruther, who
wis Resident Agent at Mangala between
1926 and 1838, Lieutenant MeGruther
was wounded in the North African cam-
paign that routed Rommel's forces, and
is at present on leave in New Zealand
with his parents. His brother, Lieutenant
Jock McGruther, was wounded earlier in
the desert fighting and, after a spell in
New Zealand, returned to overseas duty,

NEW POST FOR REV. H. L.
HURST

18 expected (hat the Rev. H. Leonard

Hurst, who has been Australian sec-

retary of the London Missionary
Society for a number of years, will leave
shortly for a new post in the mission's
secretariat in London., Mr, Hurst is a
man of ability and attractive personality,
a.;-ml he will be missed in Pacfﬁc mission
cireles.

His place in this area will be taken by
the Rev. Norman Cocks, of Tottenham,
Englafid, whose headquarters will also be
in Australia. The exchange will take

place as soon as passages can be arranged.

MONTHLY —JANUARTY,

1p4d

Loyalty of N. Guinea
Natives

AN old resident of Wau, New Guinea,

who was closely connected with
contract labour in pre-invasion days,
writes interestingly:

NEVER I travel in the Territories,
now, I am always struck with the
fealty and friendship of the many

natives whom I encounter when visiting
the ANGAU organisations,

I look up as many as I can—and I am
known to thousands of them—and all I
come in contact with show distinct ples-
sure in meeting me. This makes me feel
that, by and large, we shall get loyalty
from them -later on—if they are not
tampered with by the Canberra toughs.

It is good to my ears to hear: “Oh,
master, me like work long you one maore
time by'mby." Many of them say this
with, I believe, sincerity.

Miss Dilys Rowlands, of the Methodist
Mission, who has been apgrointed to n
teaching position at the Gir}s’ School in
Tonga, has now arranged for her passage
from New Zealand.

Mr. H. L. Freshwater, who ior some time
was a member of the Melanesian Mission
in the Sclomons, died recently in Sydney.
He did much valuable work for the
Mission.
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YORKSHIRE
INSURANGE

CO. LTD.

(Incorporated in England)

FIRE
ACCIDENT -
MARINE

FIRE POLICIES ISSUED
IN PAPUA

All information from—
E. A. JAMES,
Attorney for Papua,
14 Spring 5t., Sydney.

Tel. B6347.

— —

Inc. in Fijl

BURNS PHILP

(SOUTH SEA) CO. -LTD.

*
Reglstered

Cffice
S UV A

Code Address: Gilberts: Tarawa.
“Burnsouth”.

T A A
Island Traders and Shipowners R

Also Branches at:

Fiji: Levuka, lLautoka, Labasa, Ba, Sigatoka, Rotuma®
Tonga: Nukualofa, Haapai, Vavau.

Samoa: Apia, Pago Pago (American Samoal.
Solomons: Makambo, Gizo, Faisi.

New Hebrides: Vila.

Morfolk |s; MNiue. Wallis Is.  Futuna ls.

Ur

vital

war

As the Ultimate factory is engaged in
production,
Ultimate Commercial Receivers cannot
be maintained at present.

SERVICE: Ultimate cwners are assured

of continuity of service. Our Laboratory
is situated at 267 Clarence Street,

the supply of

Sydney.

Servicing of all kinds of radio sets or
amplifiers, as well as Rola Speakers, is
also undertaken at our laboratories.

Sole Australian Concessionaries:

GEORGE BROWN & CO. PTY. LTD.
267 Clarence Street, Sydney,
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Refreshing
as a plunge
into a lagoon !

Germicidal
and fragrant

TENAX TOILET SOAP is
a rapld safeguard agalnst
external skin infections,
yet it Is soothing and kind
to the most sensitive skin
—even a baby’s!

ORDER TENAX FROM
YOUR ISLAND SUP-

PLIERS. S8STOCKS ARE
PLENTIFULLY AVAIL-
ABLE.
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IN  NATIVE AFFAIRS?

Has Rev. J. W. Burton the Right to Speak
For All Missionaries ?

VEN New Guinea conformed to the
1844 war-pattern of political ideo-
logies; and the fight between

Theorists and Realists over the body of
the generally uncaring native (and his
Welfare) already has begun its 1845
session.

The Realists generally have been taken
to mean the much-maligned “commercial
interests"—the tough gentlemen with
axes to grind; the Theorists—the present
Australian Government, the scientists
and the Missions.

The Government is ephemeral: sooner
or later, for good or ill, another group of
golltleians. of different hue, will take the

elm. The anthropolgists, who do not
necessarily agree wholly with Mission or
Governmental policies, ve only a small
voice, through sheer lack of numbers. It
i5 the people who go broadly under the
heading of “Mission” who find the con-
tinued enthusiasm to fight the good fight,
as they see it,

Note the gualification “broadly.” When
we get down to tin-tacks it is found that
there is as much graded opinion within
the Mission group as without it. In other
words, there are as many Realists among
the missionaries as there are Theorists,

EADER of the Theorist group is the
Rev. J, W. Burton, General Secretary
of the Methodist Mission. For rea-

sons of his own, he has adopted what he

Jbelieves to be the cause of the New

Guinea native. He takes the stand that
there is no good in indentured (contract)
labour; and that the New Guinea Terri-
tories should be kept exclusively for the
natives, further European settlement pro-
hibited, and those settlers already there
compensated by the Government and
painlessly removed.

Mr. Burton knows quite well that he
has not a hope of achieving compleie
success for his plan; but he is obviously
working on the sound prineciple that by
agitating for a 100 per cent. wipe-off of
European activity in the Territories, he
may gain something. He has been known
to state, in effect, that “I want the thing

Island Traders.
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AUCKLAND

Telegraphic and Cable Address: “Grove”, Auckland.

Shippers of all classes of New Zealand products.
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Samoa, Niue, New Caledonia, New Guinea, etc.

In FUI as—W. H. Grove & Sons (Fiji) Ltd.

P.0. Box 490

talked about—never mind the abuse that
comes my way.”

Mr. Burton has what is called “a good
press™; and, through it, he has got across
the necks of Territorians more frequently
than any other individual or group, That
is probably a very good thing. There are
some  hide-bound Theorists among the
Realists who could do with a little Jeaven
in their ideas. But is Mr. Burton justified
in setting himself up as the spokesman
of every missionary, or Mission body?

In a recent issue of “Sydney Morning
Herald,” Mr. Burton stated that the
National Misslonary Council of Australia
wanted the “indentured" labour system
abolished. Later, in the same interview,
he sald that “a commission appointed”
agreed:

“{1) In urging the earliest possible return to
civil admini ti in New Gui and Papun,
Lhis ¢ommission considers that the adminfstration
should be based on the principles and affirma-
tions  of international agreements (o which
Australin  is  pledged—the Covenant of the
League of Nations, the Atlantie Charter, and
the Four Freedoms—and that notive welfare
should be regarded as the invielable eriterion
of judgment in the framing and carrying oul of
all administrative policy,

02y Although the impact of the indentured
system  upon mative life and welfare has mnot
heen, the same in all areas, the commission is
nnable to reconcile It with these principles and
affirmations, as il holds bsck the social, econo-
mic, and moral progress of the people. This
system  should therefore be abolished, and, at
the ulmest, no forther indeniure of native
lahourers should he permitted after a period of
five years from the re-establishment of eivil
administration.

“i3) To cnsure necessary productivity in the
Territories, the Administration should institute
a programme of practical education to prepare
the way for a sysiem of peasant proprietorship,
wherehy the people may be taught and encotr-
aged to use their own Iabour in the cultivation
of their own lands, and to qualify in arts and
crafls suiled to their present needs and to their
future developmeni, Only by such means can
ithe native inhabitanis move lowards economic
independence and io a seoure and satisfactory
tuture, The commission considers that all com-
mereial  and  industrial  undertakings  should,
after the five vears’ period referred to, be on
the basis of non-lndentured Iabour, but that the
Adminisiration should have “special regard to
the condilion and vital statistics of each dis-
trict econcerned, before any recruiting of labour
for distant service is permitted.

"id) The Issi also i that
natives who have served continuously for
period of twe or more years under a military
regime should not be re-engaged as labourers
until they bave spent at least two yeurs in their
own village, and g0 are given an opportunity to
rehabilitate their social and family life, to re-
store their homes and gardens, and to prodoce
children to help fo repair the positive and
negative wastage of human life esused @y the
war.”

NFORTUNATELY neither the “SMH"
or Mr. Burton made it clear who or
what constituted the “commission.”

Did they refer to some missionary con-
vGentigin?

to deal with the subject. In early
December, External ritories  Mini:

Ward, called & conference to discuss an
alternative to contract labour. But that
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Modern Refrigeration for the South Sea Islands

The ELECTROLUX KEROSENE_OPERATED
REFRIGERATOR

= gﬁ THE
MARVEL 2 st
OF
OF et
MODERN C '
SCIENCE FROM

HEAT

ELECTROLUX oFFERS ECONOMICAL, MODERN - AND COMPLETELY EFFICIENT
REFRIGERATION FOR ISLANDS’ HOMES,
FREEZES CONTINUOUSLY WHILE SMALL LAMP BURNS.
Freezing controlled by simply ‘regulating height of flame. Uses only § gallon of kerosene per week.
MOTORLESS . . . NO PARTS TO GET OUT OF ORDERE. )

MODEL L22 MODEL L380 MODEL LK550 !
Ospacity L (as ilustrated) . Capacity !
13 cuble feet, . Capacity 4 cuble feet, 8.5 cuble feet,

GUARANTEED FOR TWO YEARS.
® _Write to your Local Distributor for prices and full detalls.

OBTAINABLE FROM ALL W. R. CARPENTER & CO. LTD.
BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE ISLANDS
Representation in Papua and New Hebrides, | J l
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£22,000 for War Funds

Fine Effort of G. & E. People

E Gilberts were the first Group of

Pacific Islands to be entirely liber-

ated from the Japanese. It is signi-
ficant that the immediete reaction of the
inhabitants to their practical ecxperience
of the "East Asia Co-prosperity Sphere”
is to donate their savings in order to help
to keep the Japanecse away,

December “PIM” reported how G. & E.
people had bought an aircraft tender for
the Royal Navy. Subscriptions were still
coming in in December and as a resull
there is now sufficlent money to buy a
second tender. This will be presented to
the Roval Navy in the near future.

These gifts from the Gilbert and Ellice
Islands represent only a part of the con-
tributiond made by the people of the Col-
ony towards the war effort. Altogether
nearly £A22000 has been givenn. The
natives of Oceny Jsland early in {he war
gave £13500 to buy anti-aircraft guns
European and native civilians of Fanning
Island contributed £250 te buy a Fanning
Island Mobile Canteen, European and
native members of the Governmenl Ser-
vice of the Colony gave another £398,
Nearly £1,600 has been given to the Bri-
tish Red Cross and to the St. John of
Jerusalem Fund,

Considering the small population of the
Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony and the
fact that the average income of a Gil-
bertese family was estimated, before the
war, to be sbout 30/- a year. the record
ol the Colony is a very fine one,

ISLANDS

RABAUL GIRL WEDS
AMERICAN
E marriage of Miss Norma Gweh-
doline Bischoff, daughter of Mr. and

Mrs. . R. Bischoff, formerly of
Rabaul, NG, to Lieut. William H. Schwick-

Lieut, and Mrs. W. Schwickhard.
hard, of the US }er{ was celebrated at

8t. John's, Darlinghurst, Sydney, on
August 9.

The bride was given away by Mr. L.
Armit, of Pﬁ":{oranhy. and attended by
Miss Joan i

MONTHLY —JANUARY,

1945

NEWS OF IVAN TAIT

NY news of Mr, Ivan H. Tait, for

many years in the employ of W. R.

ter & Company, Ltrl., in New

Guinea, would be gladly received by Mr.
W. Tait, Box 89, PO, Timaru, NZ.

At the time of the Japanese occupa-
tion of New Ireland in January, 1941, Mr
Ivan Tait was employed as WRC's Branch
Inspector in Kavieng, and nothing has
been heard of him since the Japs landed

Mons, and Madame E. M. Jocteur are
visitors to Sydney at present. M. Jooteur
has been a planter in the New Hebrides
for over 40 years, He saw Sydney last in
1898: and, after seeking vainly in Cicu-
lar Quay for Central Station, he remarked
bittetly that the city has changed con-
siderably.

19

The death of Mrs, M. G. Williams
occurred in early December, in Suva, She
was formerly Miss Irls Anderson, and a
member of an old Fiji family. She had
been seriously ill for many months.

Mr. H. St. Clair Stronge, who formerly
managed Berande Plantation on Guadal-
canal, BSI, and who for the 18 months
previous to 1941 was successfully gold-
mining on the island, is at present serv-

ing with the American forces in tae
Pacific.
Tt was announced in Suva, Fiji, on

December 7, that Mr. J. D, Rankine, who
has  been Assistant Colonial Secretary
(War) in the Colony since December,
1942, has been appointed Colonial Secre-
tary, Barbados, West Indies. He will
leave Fiji soon after the arrival of the
new Governor, Mr, Alexander Willlam
Grantham, from Nigeria,

POSTERS
LAGER

BREWED

CARLTON & UNITED BREWERIES LTD.

BY i
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Tribute to the Memory
of Mrs. Carrie Rich

[Contributed]

LINK in the narrowing circle of
Papuan old-timers was snapped in

the passing of Mrs. Carrie Rich.
When the Papua of to-day was still a
Britlsh possession, and known as British
New Guinea, she came out from Eng-
land to join her husband on the staff
of the London Missionary Soclefy, In
those early days there was a close bond
of sympathetic interest between the LMS
and the “Sydney Morning Herald,” for
the writer remembers a garden party
given at the Fairfax home, at which Rey,
Dr, Geo, Lawes was an honoured guest.
Those were the days, too, when the
names of Chalmers and Lawes were well
known in the Southern eities, for both
had played an importantly useful part in
proclaiming the annexation of the New
Guinea Territory, Alas, the very first
news from outside to reach Mrs. Rich
and her husband, after they had settled
on their station at Fife Bay (near the
eastern-end of Papua) was the death of
Chalmers and of his colleague Tomkins,
at the hands of the cannibal people of
the Aird River Delta, With them a num-
ber of Papuans also met martyrs' deaths,
A fTew weeks before this tragic happen-
ing, Mr, Rich hagd been with Chalmers
at the annual commitiee meetings of the
mission, held that vear at Daru, the head
station of the Fly River district. Since
Chalmers, prior to coming to Papua, had
lived for many years on Rarofonga, anrd
Mr. Rich had some Rarotonga mission
teachers on his staff, he prevailed on
Chalmers to send a spoken inessage to
these teachers by means of a small re-
cording phonograph.

JANUARY,

Duly arrived back at his own station,
Mr. Rich called these people io listen to
the geetlngs from their old friend, To
his shoeked surprise, no sooner had the
waxen cylinder been set revolving, and
the resounding voice of Chalmers rang
out, than all the Rarotongans burst into
uncontrolled weeping,

“Why the tears?” he asked them.

It was to be told that they were sure
that Chalmers was dead since he was
able to speak to them without any bodily
presence. Thelr belief was prophetic, for,
shortly after that, word came down the
coast of the massacre at Goaribari.

There had been other instances where
South Seas members of the mission staff
had met their deaths at the hands of the
Papuans they had come to teach and
heal; but the tragedy of the Aird Delta
wrote is to that chapter of mission
history in Papua,

R. and Mrs. Rich had the happy

experience of continuity in work

throughout their lives as mission-
aries. While others of their colleagues
were called at times to work in other
distriets than that to which they had
been at first appointed, it was permitted
to the Rich couple to remain always al
the station of their first appointment.

The first couple of years were spent in
a semi-native house. later to be replaced
by a framed house brought up to Papua
by the mission steamer, “John Williams "
With the ready-to-erect material also
went an artisan lo erect the building,

In connection with this building job,
there was a funny incident that did not
appeal to any sense of humour in the
artisan, By careful planning, the latter
had made provision (overlooked in the
original house plan) for carrying the
kitchen stove away from and outside of
the kitchen floor space.

He came across to the house, one day,
cheerfully announcing that he had bren
able to get sufficient overhang on three

1545 —PACIFI1ILC
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of the floor-joists to support the stove.
Imagine his horror, on returning to the
job after lunch, when he discovered that
some willing-to-be-helnful native boy had
carefully cut off the overhanging timbers
“hecause they did not look right”

The late Mra. Carrie Rich.

That was not the only little upset the
good man had on the job. One day, after
laying the bearers on stump caps, so that
they would be kept in place by the sheer
weight of the building, he was shocked
to find one of the teachers cheerfully
balting down the bearers with six-inch
spikes that pierced the stump caps, and
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Board of Missiong), and Rev. Gordon
Robertson. The LMS was represented by
Rev. Leonard Hurst and Mrs. Henry
Pratt. The service was conducted by
Rev, W. G. Sands, of the North Sydney
Congregational Church, with which Mr,
and Mrs. Rich were always identified
when in Sydney.

Mrs. Rich and her husband were
pioneers of whom Friedlaender speaks:

JANUARY, 1845 —PACIFIC

For them, the shade of trees which now
we ;

1 B '
The safe, smooth journey and the cer-
tain Iioalﬁ ,
Yea, birthright in the land of Covenant,
For us, day labour, travail of the soul

And yet, the road is ours as never theirs.
Is not one gift on us alone bestowed?

Far us the joys of joys. O pioneers!
‘We shall not travel—but we make the

T8LANDS MONTHLY

Isolation is Now No
More
First Plane on Rarotongan Soil
From Our Own Correspondent
A RAROTONGA, Nov. 30.

NEW era began in Rarotonga on
November 24: While the population

- " o i B danced with excitement, the first
We shall not travel by the road we make. Toad 4 ¥
Fre, day by day, the sound of many PIB?E to Iafndt Sy dliia;imtangan mj.lt e
feet Mr. K, V. Macguire, of .the Fijian [ 'S,® Pepect landing on thg just-com-

Ts heard upon the stones that now we  Administration, has been acting for three € Bk
brealk, months as British Resident Commissioner | No longer can we call these the
We shall be come to where the cross- in the New Hebrides, during the absence remote” South Sea Islands. The airmen
roads meet, on vacation of Mr. R. W. Blandy. in their silver ships have conquered dis-
tance and tlme. Rarotonga is now only

GILLESPIE’S

The
Flour

of the
Islands

— SYDNEY -

Powder for you, After

AUNT
MARY'S

BAKING POWDER

® SUPPLIES ARE NOW AVAILABLE.

is out of stock he will readily obtain Aunt Mary's Baking
: all, quality is worth waiting for,
especially when it is Aunt Mary's Baking Powder, which

1 your local supplier

10 hours away from Auckland,

There have been a number of headline
dates in the history of Rarotonga which
commemorated the courageous spirit of
adventure in both brown and white men.

According to Maori legend, the god
Tonga-"iti first discovered this beautiful
island with its green mountains, misty
valleys, calm lagoons, golden reefs and
silver surf, floating on the great ocean.
His wife, Ari, dived down to anchor it
to the sep-floor so that men might find
it.

We do not know when humans first set
foot on the island, but it is certain that
it was visited from the earliest days of
Polynesian wanderings in the Central
Pacific. About the middle of the 13th
century, the Polynesian sea-rovers, Tan-

iia gnd Karika, with their followers,
anded at Neatangiia to commence the
first real settlement.

In 1823 came the missionary, John
Williams, and with him began transition
from stone-age to Europeanisation, It is
not certain that the English misslonaries
were the first white men to visit Raro-
tonga, for there are stories of gold and
silver Spanish coins and fragments of a
vessel of the 17th century found on the
reef; and of black-bearded white men
who came from the sea and lived on the
island in the reign of Rau, 300 years ago.

In April, 1890, Queen Makea broke out
the home-made Union Jack from the
flagstaff at Avarua, to proclaim to the
approaching French warship that the
people of the Cook Islands preferred to
be British.

In 1901, Rarotonga and the rest of the
Cook TIslands became n territoty of New
Zealand,

inaugural flight was made in a
plane manned by a RNZAF crew. It
carried Mr. C. McKay, Secretary for

the NZ Island Territories Department,
and Mr, D, O, Haskell, Chief Aerodromes
Engineer.of the NZ Public Works Depart-
ment, “Fhe purpose of the flizght was to
survey the route from Auckland to Raro-
tonga and to test the facilities of the
airstrip,

Brief ealls were made at Tonga and
Aitutald, and the Resldent Commissloner
of Rarotonga, Mr. W. Tailby, was picked
up at Aitutaki,

In Avarua the visitors were accorded a
traditional welcome; later, a reception
was held in the Court Room,

Although street lighting on Apia roads
has not yvet been restored, the curfew has
now been completely abolished. Curfew
for. daf;ue time past has not been enforced
rigidly.

maintains the high quality which has stood the test for A committee is to be set up in Fijl to
over 70 years. qUens : : mvwm tfahfae mmm of thenfmt;g
ittee will be Messrs, H. H. Rage,

Vishnu Deo, E. C. Woodward, J. L. Brown

and Captain Ra  Cakobaw,

e
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STILL DOLLAR-PROSPERITY
NEW CALEDONIA

NOUMEA, Dec. 13.

EPOSITS in the New Caledonian Post

Office Bavings Bank, which pays a

low rate of interest (1.25 per cent.),
now - amount to well over a hundred
million [rancs,

Prior to the srrival of American troops
in the eountry, they amounted to about
twenty-five millions. The number of
depositors, formerly between 16,000 and
17,000, is to-day 20,203; this is virtual
saturation point, considering the small
population of New Caledonia.

IN

American banknotes bearing the in-
seription  “Hawaii”—the ecirculation of
which has hitherto beend prohibited in

made legal
the

New Caledonin—have been
tender here in the same Wway as
usual American dollar bills,

JANUARY, 1345 —PA

FATAL ROAD SMASH IN

W. SAMOA

From Our Own Correspondent

: APIA, Dec. 9.
SERIOUS motor ear accident occur-
red in the early hours of Sunday,
November 26, when a motor car

driven by Mr. €. P. SBlaven, crashed into
the diteli on the Apia-Taufusi Road. The
driver swerved to aveid a horse obstruet-
ing the road.

There were six people in the car. Mrs.
Mary Akers, of Pago Pago, 4 widow and
mother of three children, was wedged
under the car, and died of internal
injuries shortly after being admitted to
Apia Government Hospital. Two women,
Mrs. E. Katlerns, of Saleimoa Plantation,
the owner of the car, and Miss Annie
Mann, suffered severe head injuries and
were taken to the hospital. The driver
and itwo other passengers escaped with
minor injuries, cuts and abrasions,

P.O. Box 1509.

A. B. DONALD Lrp.

AUCKLAND

ISLAND TRADERS & GENERAL MERCHANTS

Cables & Telegrams, “Kingdom”, Auckland,

CHIVER

FAMOUS ENGLISH PRODUCTS

CANNED ENGLISH VEGETABLES
CANNED ENGLISH FRUITS
uOLDE ENGLISH MARMALADE
GOLD MEDAL JAMS

JELLY CRYSTALS, ETC.

Obtainable from all leading Grocery Stores

WRITE TO DEPARTMENT “A"

CHIVERS & SONS LTD.

Histon, Cambs., Eng.

FOR ATTRACTIVE RECIFE BOOK
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FROM AFRICA

"“"PIM" Man Finds Tahiti
in Western Desert

SELWYN HUGHES, of the “Pacific

Islands Monthly,” and more
recently of the RAAF, now attached
to the Royal Air Force in the Middle
East, writes interestingly from Cairo:

TWO items in the September “PIM™
stirred my fading memories of the
Pacific.

There is an article about the Yanks
being charged for coconut trees cut down
in military operations in the Paeific.
When I was at an Ameriean mess in
Italy recently, waitine for the weather
to clear up for take-off, T glanced through
some of the top-rank magazines that were
scattered around. Came across the fol-
lowing lugubripus, somewhat stretehed
item in August issue of “Esquire’'s” small
sister, “Coronet”:

“Family Tree: On a French-owned
island In the Solomons Group, the US
Army chopped down a number of palm
trees to build an airfleld. The Prench-
men promptly submitted a bill for dam-
ages for exactly twice the number of
trees destroyed. Asked why, they pointed
ouf that coconut palms are said to be
either male or female, and added ‘So for
every palm free cul down, Messleurs,
another dies of a broken heart!'*

TAH‘ITI Contingent, page 9, also re-
minds me. Midway across North
Afriea, on the borders of his two
Libyan colonles, Tripolitania and Cyre-
naica, Mussolini erected a huge barogue
archway to mark the boundary. A eclossal
thing, visible for miles across the sandv
wastes, 1t straddles the ribbon of road-
way running fo the frontiers of Egypt,

They say Benito planned to link this
road with a proposed hichway across
Italian Somaliland and Ethiopia, when
Hitler eventually would allow him to
expand the Roman Empire, if and when!
The Eighth Army was all through this
Libyan country, and, in the course of
time, the British Tommies naturally came
to call the monument “Marble Arch,”
after their own in London. just as thev
christened other spots “Knightshridge”
{where g disastrous tank battle was
fought), “Oxford Circus” and half-a-
dozen other familiar names that figure
on to-day's maps.

You can enter either side of the arch’s
pylons and climb up a series of iron runas
to the landing at the top of the arch,
where reclines a giant metal statue of a
nude male; then you can elaw up another
flight to reach the very top of the edifice.

It became the practice of troops pass-
ing through that way to write, serateh or
paint their names, ete, all over the
interlor walls. The place is absolutely

‘ covered with them—every name in a tele-

phone book!

While this pile stands, it will never be

forgotten by all those who look over it
that the native Tahitlans, from their
Free French islands on the other zide of
the world, played an active part in the
African campaign, the first sten along
the road back to victory: for, hitting you
smack in the eye as you pause for breath
on the first landing. are the foot-high
letters “TAHITI." in tar on a white-erey
concrete background. for all to see. Above
is the name of the Tahitian soldier whn
verpetuated the name of his homeland.
but his name has been partly obliterated
now by others, with their rank and
anpellation,

T've come across all sorts of odd things
in my Bavels which have brovent hack

e |
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Mr. A, Batchelor, of the Anglican Mis-
slon, s on his way fo England, where he
will represent the Bishop of New Guinea
I the London Office.

In the Suva Grammar School examina-
tlons at the end of 1944, Peter Sellers and
Jennine Tarte were Dux of the boys and
girls respectively; John Paige and Bar-
bara Leak were runners-up. Alee Gas-
pard won the Rodwell Cup for leadership.

KANGAROO BRAND
Ropes,
Cordage,

and Twines for every
purpose

Backed by

86 years of service

Manufactured by:
M. DONAGHY AND SONS,
Pty. Ltd., Geelong and Sydney.

Fiji Representatives:

PEARCE AND- CO.

LIMITED
P.0. BOX 237, SUVA

JANUARY,

TO "THE
Cruising in Northern
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ISLAND OF POTT

ISLANDS MONTHLY

Caledonian Waters

BY H. E. L. PRIDAY

ULD anyone in this war-torn world
ecare. to lease g Pacific island-—the
lovely island of Pott? -

For health reasons, that adventurous
Frenchman, Monsieur Albert Pagnotte,
who many many years ago threw up @
safe business job in Noumea to exploit
Poit—the northernmost of the Belep
Group to the north of New Caledonia—is
retiving when he can find a suitable sue-
cessor fo take over his farm and his eattle
and his copra production, and the ledise
of the island from the New Caledonian
Government, The proposition is neces-
sarily one that would appeal only (o a
man not afrald of his own company and
that of the six or eight Javanese employ-
ees needed to work the place,

I paid a visit to the island (then gar-
risoned By US troops) last year, going via
several of the islands to the north of the
{Jaledonlan mainland on the MV “Tama-
ea.”

The northern islands are seldom
visited, though an official French party
was up there in early 1940, They and
the seas around them remind one of the
Bay of, Islands reglon of North Auckland
Province, NZ, except that there are sev-
eral Great and Little Barrier islands and
the North and South Dao rocks repeat
the Hen and Chickens group of NZ twice
over.

On the mainland, the Diahot, the Col-
ony’s largest river, runs out into the sea
at Pam, whére copper from two hig mines,
the Balade and the Meretrice, formerly
were smelted under (he direction of
Capt. Warren, who later became one of

fhe first directors of Australia’s Broken
Hill Company.

That was in the '80's, long after the
brothers Guerin and others had arrived
from the New Zealand goldfields to pros-
pect the northern creeks.

Off Pam is the biggish isle of Balabio,
which produces copra and cattle, It was
leased o returned soldiers after the last
war. A smaller isle is Yenguibane, where
the massacre of a French naval erew
contributed to the reasons for French
annexation of New Caledonia in 1853,

Then there is Tle Baaba, to which you
can walk from the mainland at low tide,
This was one pf the Colony's first plan-
tations to be worked commerclally, As
there were but few ships calling to carry
copra away in those early days, the
settlers installed presses and loaded eoco-
nut oll into drums. The fsle also pro-
duced coir (fibre) rope, It was then (in
the B0's or 70's) owned by an English-
man named Henry, second only to Pad-
don in early history, who finally settled
on the east coast of New Caledonia,
where the natives tried to slaughter him
and his family,

Henry leased his Baaba property to
auvother British sailor named Morzan,
who planted most of the existing coco-
nuts, the condition of the lease being that
he was to plant so many trees a year,

The plantations were afterwards taken
over by a French company, but later
reverted to private ownership,

WEST of Baaba are the picturesque
istes ecalled Neba, with a village on

the .inner side: then Paaba and four

order

Also Corned Beef in

Choice

TRADE MEATS FOR THE.

“COLONIAL” BRAND

Roast, Corned and Boiled Beef ‘
Packed in 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 Ib. and 12 oz. tins.
12 oz. Taper Tins.
Roast, Corned and Boiled Mutton.
1 1b. and 12 oz, tins.

Dri
36 1b., 2 1b, 1 Ib. tins, ':ﬁﬁ 1b. packets. -

Equal to the World’s Best

Throughout Australic and Overseas there is an
ever-increasing demand for

"GOLONIAL" & “BRONTE"
HIGH-GRADE CANNED MEATS

There is no better quality—none more
wholesome. .

ISLANDS

“BRONTE” HOT MEALS |
e o e R

DELICIOUS

Lamb and Greem Pess.
Corned Beet and Bosten
Beans with Tomate

Under present conditions it is wise to ensure that you have ample stocks of all our lines.

The Colonial Wholesale Meat Coy. Pty.

GROSVENOR STREET, SYDNEY

Ltd.
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or five tinier islets of dark red colour;
Yande, seven miles west of Paaba, which
is over 1,000 feet high, bold and steep-to,
facing the channel between the reef and
the mainland.

Here our course was changed for the
Beleps, the southernmost point of which
lies 20 miles north-north-westward of the
most northerly tip of New Caledonia.
The Group itself extends north and south
for 23 miles.

The Dao islets are the southernmost of
the Group; then, a high bare rock named
Nienane, then the isle of Art, and finally,
Pott.

The coastline of Art 1is pleasing.
Anchoring in lovely Uala Bay, two or
three of us pulled ashore, This bay is
three-quarters of a mile wide at the
entrance, widening into a great circle
inside.  Here there is an abundance of
coconut  trees half hiding picturesgque
native dwellings, somé of them of the old
round style.

The main village is Baleo; its most out-
standing and dominating feature, the fine
mission church on a knoll reached by a
pebbly track, and backed by an amphi-
theatre of hills, We wvisited the priest,
Father Puech, who has been tending this
island flock for the past 39 years, We
were touched by his kindly hospitality,
and when we had to go, in spite of our
protests, he insisted on lighting his lan-
{:Jemmsnd accompanying us down to the
each,

OTT is much smaller than Art. The
harbour where M. Pagnotte has his
farm is only a quarter-mile wide atl

the entrance, and gets the full force of
the Westerlies, though it is sheltered from
the Trades,

M. Pagnotte once described to me how
he had lost his eutter in a cyclone there,
It lay at the bottom of the bay for three
months before he located it and sent to
Art for help to raise It.

M. Pagriotte was away at Poum, on the
mainland, during our visit to Pott. I
spent most of my time there with the
American soldiers who had thelr camp on
]L;ﬂ.e flats by the creek back of Uonbuan

ay.

They took me in a jeep to the top of
Ueta Lemukilik, theé highest mountain,
where you get a ‘magnificent view in
every direction across the Cook and
French Reefs and northwards towards
the Huon Group. The wind hlew cease-
lessly up there, giving one a feeling of
denfriess; and the Coral Sea, stretehing
away towards the Solomons, rippled by
that endless wind, looked limitless, for-
bidding and melancholy, in contrast to
the smiline island below.

Another day, I crossed to lhe old
deserted mission at Demuan. Scars on
the hills I passed, looked as though pros-
vectors had been at work. I have been
informed that mining rights here were
sold by a Noumea citizen to the Japan-
ese shortly before the present war.

In the early days, Pott was run by
Lynn. a Dane, whose history was told me
by Dick Underwood, half-caste grandson
of Capt. Willlam Underwood, a contem-
porary of , old Paddon, the sandalwood
trader and whaler at Anatom, at the
Isle of Pines.

Underwood and Lynn were partners in
a schooner named “Laura Lynn' engaged
in beche-de-mer fishing and copra. The
two of them discovered guano at the
%e_frt-e_rﬂelds.l_a long way to the nor%]h;

eir guano lease there was subsegquens
sold to the Austral Guano Co. of Mel-
bourne. This company worked it for a
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‘We spent two or three days on this fine
island of Potl. Our southward course for
Noumesn, and home, was through reel
passages that are difficult in a bad light,
past Cape Tonnere and Nehoue Bay, the
Tiebaghi Done, Ouaco and Cape Deverde,
St. Vincent's Bay and finally to the
fumiliar outline of Ile Neu.

The Rev. H, Thompson, of the Angllean
Mission, has arrived In Sydney and 1s at
present acting as deputationist on behalf
of Melanesia.

The Gilbert and Ellice Islands Adminis-
tration has issued loeal Commendations
fo~ Special War Service to: Frank High-
land, of Tarawa; Fiatau Penitala Teo, of
Funafuti: Muliava, First Class Constable,
of Vaitupu; Reta, of Arorae; Tabuna-
wati, of Beru; Tato, First Class Constable,
of Tarawa; Toma, Third Class Constable,
of Little Makin.

27

INCREASED PRICES FOR
COOK IS. FRUIT

From Our Own Correspondent

RAROTONGA, Dec. 1.

NCREASED prices for Rarotongan fruit

were announced by the Secretary of

the Island Territories Department of
New Zealand, Mr, €, McKay, when he
visited Rarotonga by the first plane in
November.

The price paid for Cook Island bananas
would in future be increased 6d. per
case; and it has been decided to pay a
bonus of 1/- per case on all aranges
shipped during 1944,

A second party of 13 Germans, all
former residents of Samoa, were returned
to the Territory from a New Zealand
internment camp, In November,

-
|

PRODUCING UNIFORM GOOD RESULTS SINCE

3

ALWAYS ASK FOR IT

1868

AUSTRALIAN FOODSTUFFS.

..PHARMACEUTICAL LINES

WINES AND SPIRITS ... MANUFACTURED GOODS
PRIMARY PRODUCTS ... PATENT MEDICINES

We Still Can Ship. .

GIN and WHISKY

(Produce of Australia)
Orders will be accepted and shipped
while stocks last. . -

Wartime Cable Address:
DARVAS COMPANY, SYDNEY.

Bankers: Bank of _Australasis,
Comptoir Nationsl D'Escompte

de:- Purls.

number of years. Lynn and Underwood
later discovered the Walpole Island depo-
sits south of the Isle of Pines, of which
Conrad has written in one of his novels.
These they sold for about £200, These
deposits were exploited by New Zealand.

(Proprietors: R, Darvas, E. Klugman).

Head Office: 35 PITT ST, SYDNEY. 'Phones: BW 4696, BW 6384,
Codes: Bent. AB.C. (6th).
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HILL’S CHATEAU D'OR|

FINE ENGLISHE
CIGARETTES

o SPINET

e SUNRIPE

¢ GOLD-FLAKE
e AIR MAIL

HIGH-GRADE

TOBACCOS

[ COGNAC VIEUX |

- BADMINTO N—= y [ NET CONTENTS 36 FLUID OUNCES |
—SPINET =
C. SULLIVAN & CO.
Pacifie Islands Distributors: SYDNEY
C. SULLIVAN Pfy. L'l'd., SYdI'Iey _ " PRODUCE OF AUSTRALIA o

PABST
BLUE RIBBON BEER

_33____Fi_ne' Brews Blended ke
ONME GREAT BEER

Agents:
C. SULLIVAN PTY. LTD., 379 Kent Street, Sydney

C. SULLIVAN Pty. Ltd.

GENERAL MERCHANTS . . . . . ISLANDS AGENTS
’
REPRESENTING LEADING FIRMS IN THE PACIFIC ISLANDS.

Islands Produce sold on Shippers’ Account—Liberal Advances against Consignments.
Buyers of all Islands’ f:equlrementaon Commission—Original Invoices Furnished.

Bankers: Bank of New South Wales .. Bank of New Zealand -.. Comptoir National d’'Escompte de Paris.
Wartime Cable Address: Sullivan, Kentstreet, Sydney.

379 KENT STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W. l
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DE NOUVEAU, LE CONTINENT AUSTRALIEN ASSI.IRE
A ¥ LE GONFORT DES ILES

Le fournegu o pétrale Aladdin o5 becs
uveous membresede la. famille

putation mondiale. - Elégamment -
namique o I'instor des fourneous
us modernes, d'un rendement excel-

wuie lompe de table o pétrole,
une billante lumiére blanche'de
avail de-pompe ou de presion,
a o 2 heuwres d'écloroge powr un

penny n |uilurv~e aussi facilement que la lam)
Ecriver pour obtenir E!

erre, los prn, ete.
pete Aladdin, équ!!mnnl
onstivite - pour atre trés
une vive lomiére blanche de
isant du pétrole ordinaive: ow
enny |'heure. - L'Armés ot lo
en font grond usoge en temps de gueme.
ez pour obtenir los détails.

Les lampes de table a
petrole, Aladdin, se font

Aladdin est un nouvecu
venu dans les iles. Les

détaillants peuvent saisir
I'occasion d'en devenir
vendeurs attitrés ce qui

entraine un décompte’

spécial certains ovant-
ages, ete. Ecrivez aujourd’
hui pour obtenir tous les
renseignements.

également en appliques
murales et en grocieuses
lampes-a-pied. Nous
serons heureux de vous
envoyer un prospectus
vous donnant des renseig-
nements complets sur
toute la gamme de nos
articles.

ALADDIN INDUSTRIES Pty. Ltd. — 61-71 Bourke Street, WATERLOO — SYDNEY

AT
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Link With Early
Papua

Death of Mrs. Emily Leigh

THE name of Armit is indelibly etched
into the early pioneering history of
Papua. True daughter of the fam-
ily was Mrs. Emily Mary Yeldham Leigh,
who died “in exile” in St. Vincent's Pri-
vate Hospital, Sydney, on December 21.

She was the daughter of the late Cap-
tain Willlam and Mrs. Armit, of Port
Moresby and Samarai Her father arrived
in Papua in 1883, going from Cooktown,
Queensland, as leader of the exploration
expedition sent out by the proprietors of
the Melbourne “Arzus,” Based on Port
Moresby, Captain Armit and his party
were the first Europeans to cross the
Owen Stanley Range.

After the return of the expedition, he
spent many years around Papua and its
eastern islands, but the Armit family
remained in Cooktown. However, in 1885,
Captain Armit, who was now serving in
the Territory as an administrative offi-
cer under BSir William MacGregor,
brought his wife and children. to live near
Port Moresby. So bad were their suffer-
ings {rom malaria that one child died
and the rest of the family were, after
eight weeks, forced to return to Queens-
land to recuperate. - Later in the same
year, the family again went to Papua—

this time to Samaral. They remained
there for six years.
Captain Armit was then Resident

"Magistrate of the Northern Division, and
while his duties kept him for ever on the
move,-his family lived on the island, then
in its virgin state, apart from the RM's
office and house, Emily Armit there
helped her mother in the education of
the younger children.

The task of pacifying the wvast, un-
touched Northern Division was intense,
and after he had got the warring tribes
around Kokoda and the Yodda Valley
under some sort of control, Captain Armit
was worn and {ll. At Tamata, on Janu-
ary 3, 1901, he collapsed and died.

Mrs. Armit, Emily and thé wounger
children then refurned to Sydney, and
Emily later married Mr. P. H Leigh, of
Port Moresby. After some years in New
Zealand, the couple returned to Port
Moresby in 1908, where they lived until
the evacuation in 1941,

Mrs. Leigh inherited from her father
a great love of natural history. She bred,
for the purpose of study, moths, mos-
quitoes and other inseets, and as a young
girl helped the other Armit children to
collect specimens for overseas institutions,
She had no social aspirations, preferring
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to live a quiet life in the country that
she loved, She was an enthusiastic church
worker and took a particular interest in
the children of the Territory. She is sur-
vived by heg husband, by her brother,
Mr. L. Armit, well-known resident of
Port Moreshy, and Mrs. V. C. Gabriel and
Captain E, F. Armit, cousins, residing in
Sydney.

Mr. L. Armit was in possession of his
father's complete diaries of his life in
Papua: and had himsell kepl diaries
since going to Papua as a youth. These
priceless pioneering documents were
destroyed In the early months of the
Army's occupation of Port Moresby, in
1842,

SOUTH SEA SUNDOWNER

OM tall smoke-belching factories, or
from the tiring loom,
Come city folk, lke frightened
shadows, in the purple gloom;
Whilst here, behind a paling fence, I'm
dreamin’ of old times,
Of South Seas, in my rovin' youth:; of
many loves and climes,

With smirks these neighbours hear my
varns. Their talk is not for me!
What could they ken of strange wild
days on many a far-off sea?

They never sought that “myslery star,’
or creak of a jib-boom;

I dis-remember things like
white magnolias bloom.

that—till

Then comes the hint of Islands, where
the great white blossoms blow

The scent of Hainese's lei, where little
fireflies glow;

And Tepo, from Samoa,
haunting memory, too,

(And those days. out from Tonga, when
we cussed a missing crew)

comes with

A Sari seems to flutter- by, with trill of
silver beads,

As graceful Munisami walked, a flower
among the weeds.

Then Hobart Town, that felt like home,
and every pretty lass,

Seemed fair to make a bonny wife—bhut
one let those moods pass.

This night-wind’s like a chanty, sailing
out from Cooktown Bay:

It's warmish, like Levuka nights, when
<CODrR CAme our way.

This deck-chalr takes me down the vears,
away from age and gloom,

To =ail the Islands seas again,
white magnolias bloom.

~ALICE ALLEN INNES

when
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Roy MacGregor, of Ma.dnng., TNG, has
been spending a few weeks' leave in Aus-
tralia. He returns north next week.

RADIANT

STORMPROOF
PRESSURE LANTERN

SAFE AND RELIABLE
Chromium plated throughout

“OUTSHINES “
ALL OTHER LAMPS

Please ask your Island Trader
to show you the RADIANT—
you will like it.

O. F. MASSCHELEIN
Andrews Building, 40 King
Street, Sydney.

Exporter of Quality Products
Only,

ALUMINIUM

AND

ITS

ALLOYS

This company supplies Aluminium and its Alloys to all

specifications and for every commercial application

where these give better service over other metals.

Please consult us regarding your alwminium requirements for all purposes.

AUSTRALIAN ALUMINIUM COMPANY

PROPRIETARY

THE

STATE

RANVILLE

LIMITED

SYDNEY,
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