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A FERY

ittle port of Hollandia, on Humbeldt Bay, just
IN THE NEw E‘;]the rder, in Dutch New Guinea, became

: front-page DNeEWs th:_mlfhout the world in April,
when it was occupied b an forces, who drove out the Japs. The Americans
now are spreading mp‘lclfy westward, along the north coast of Dutch New Guinea e
The above photograph was taken 20 years ago, when Hollandia was a prospe
centre of the Bird-of-Paradise trade.

ansmission by post as @ newspaperl l /"
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USEFUL ADDRESSES

The {ollowing are the addresses of
organisations sel up to deal with Pacific

Territories affairs;—

PAFUA, NEW GUINEA,
NORFOLK IS.
Department of External Territories

Braneh) (Lately the New Guinea Trade Ageney),
Australia House, Carrington Sireet, Sydney.

Telephone: BW 1776,
{(Dealing with all
Australian  Pacifio
Sydney representative of the New Guir

Control Committee.)

Fiji, and High Commission
for Western Pacific.

Sydney Office of Fiji and Associated

Administrations,

(In charge of Mr. B. F. Blackwell.)

72 Pilt Street, Sydney,
Telephone: BW 7724.

BRITISH BOLOMON ISLANDS
Sydney Office of British Sclomon Islands

Government

(In charge of Mr. F. E, Johnson, Treasurer of
th I Admint ion),

e
17 Castlereagh Street, Sydney.
Telephone: B 1710,

FOR PACIFIC TERRITORIES

EVACUEES GENERALLY
Pacifie Territories Association

(C. A. M., Adelskold, Secretary),

e/o Robert Glllespie Pty., Lt
Bda Pitt Street, Sydney.

and Castlereagh Street, Sydney.
Telephone: BW 2361,

FOR CLAIMS AGAINST ARMY

Mr. H. AMerman, Darwin-Meresby

Bection, Chlef Finance Ofee (Army), Vieteria

Barracks, Melbourne.

NAURU,

matiers connected with
Territories and  also

d.,
Telephone: BW 4782

WAR DAMAGE COMMISSION
Bydney Office: M.L.C. Buidling, Cnr. Martin Place

MAY,
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TROPICALITIES
(Continued from Page 9)

part you have taken in introducing this
measure, You {ramed it; you Jlooked
after it in its early stages; you are greatly
interested in it, I have to thank you,
too, sir, for the trust you are placing in
the chiefs and for your faith in the
devotion and loyalty 'qr our people.”

HEN the Governor of Fiji, Sir Philip
Mitchell, was in New Zealand, in
mid-April, he told Press :representa-

tives that the patriotism of the native
Fijilans had been so intense that the
Government had had to go into “reverse-
conscription” and further enlist-
ments, after they had formed a brigade
and a labour corps. :

"One of the best stories of the recruit-
ing period,” said Sir Philip, “concerned
three grey-haired residents of an
some miles to the south of Fiji. One day
they arrived on my doorstep, demanded
lo see me, and indignantly inquired why
they had not been asked to join the
labour corps. They pointed out that they
had been members of the Fiji labour
corps in France in the last war. They
made light of their grey hairs, and
pointedly suggested that the corps could
not function without them. They were
duly enlisted.” .

LL Territorians of late thirties vin-
tage, in the Wewak area knew
Dr. and Mrs. C. M, Deland and
their fine brood of young sons. European
children in that part of the Territory
were rare, and of educational facilities

were none; so Mrs. Deland held
"school” for her children each day. It
Is interesting to note therefore, that
Raymond Deland—mow 16 years old—
appears to be on the threshold of a bril-
liant scholastic career. He was recently
awarded a bursary for four years at the
University Adelaide; a year ago he was
awarded the Angas Engineering Exhibi-
tion; and in the Intermediate, Leaving
and Leaving Honours examinations he
obtained honours in mathematics and
physics.

¥ IEUT.-COLONEL G. WARNER
NICHOLAS, provost marshal with
the US forees in Fiji since Novem-
ber, 1942, has received from members of
the Fiji Police Department the “tabua"
or whale's tooth, as a mark of esteem.

The presentation was made by th-
Inspector Raiu Bosl, who fought with
the Fijians on Guadalcanal, and in the
presence of Fiji Police Commissioner Col.
E. J, Workman, European, Indian and
Fijian members of the Force, and US
Army and Navy officers. Following the
presentation, a Fijian dance was executed.

According to ancient Fijian lore, the
“tabua” was used on all special occasions
such as the acq of property, win-
ning the hand of a girl of high birth, at
the birth of a chﬂd and fto honour noted
visitors. It was also used at the installa-
tion of Fijlan chiefs and was somelimes
thrown at a certain
entrance to the spirit world.

The “tabua” presented to the Ameri-
can colonel was approximately five by
two inches and suspended from a decora-
tive rope made of coconut fibre.

Americans consider that they have hndt-

splendid co-operation from  the
Police Department, and this was referyrzjd

toby emlone!inhmmechnfthmks
Harold Cooper, of Fiji, has been
appoimied Act Assistant  Colonial

(War) the Colony. As a
tion Officer, he also becomes a
mnmher of the War Pensions Board.

MAY,

WHERE ARE COPRA
POOL FUNDS?

OME New Guinea planters are com-
E_Dmmg that they have received
m the “New Guinea Copr:
tbrought. into operation in 1941, s.nd
out of business by the Japanese invas li::m
early in 1942) no paz)ment for their copra
beyond originally allowed

tham

It will be remembered that the Man-
dated Territory planters were forced into
the Pool by the Federal authority, but
the Papuan planters were not., The
Federal authority has paid at least
£8/10/- per ton to all Papuan planters
from whom copra was taken over in that
1941-42 period; but the New Guinea
planters, although definitely promised
some further payment (which they
anticipated would at least bring the total
up to £8 or £9 per ton) have received

nothing.

Immediately prlur to Pearl Harbour,
copra was a drug in the market; but,
{rom the moment the Pacific war broke
out, copra became exceedingly valuable.
It is known that the copra in that Aus-
tralian-New Guinea Pool in December,
1941, and afterwards, was sold at h.xgh
prices; but neither the interested plant-
ers nor their representatives have been
able to get any statement of accounts,
al more than twa years have
passed. It appears to be the usual story
of a Government Department engaged in
commerce: dilatoriness, and the utmost
reluctance to distribute moneys,

One Australian firm says that it sold
to the Pool copra from its own planta-
tions at £4 per ton, and later bought
copra from the Pool, in Australia, at a
price more than twice that fisure; but
it never has had any further dividend
from the Pool. Probably, like most Gov-
ernment-controlled funds, all the balance
has been eaten up in expenses.

MEMORIES

RE was an Islands world I imaw.
and loved,
Where shadows flirted shyly with the
And ﬂli%reed through palms, to dance
ani
In trembllng traceries, as day begun.
There was the murmuring laughter
when boys swam,
The Elt;auntinz jests of “Maries” on the
And through the surf’s song stole a sense
of peace
(A Iullaby to haunt one evermore).
There were a hundred pleasant daily
5,
No haste nor speed of traffic smote my
Those lotus years in which I garnered

much, ]
From village lore to native humour
droll,

That Ish.ndx world we knew and loved

"Iwasﬁthanonthewlndsor North

and 1
Yet now and | in ﬁ-send]r gatherings
Come wind-blown leaves, on which our
emories feast.

mi
Vaucluse.
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HENRY NOTT CENTENARY

From Our Own Correspondent

PAPEETE, April 20.
AY 2 wﬂl be the one hundzet?bh anni-

Henry Nott;
whose work as a historian is well knuwn,
has taken measures to have a fitting
service of remembrance.

The late Mr, J, L. Phillips, in his time,
and now Mr. Bolton and myself, have
striven to hold in honour and remem-
brance this great architect of South Sea
missionary achievement, and to remind the
younger generation of Tahitians of the
measureless debt they owe him. In this
undertaking we have the hearty support
of the R:: esent head of the French Pro-
testant Mission in French Oceania,

In earlier times, some of our friends
among the clergy were inclined to—let us
say—a rather provincial attitude toward
Henry Nott, and we did not enjoy the
cordial undersmndmg accorded us to-day.

DEATH ON OPERATIONS
PRESUMED

NE’WS has recently been received of
the death., while on

Flying-Officer Bryan
ler, formerly of the Post Office staff in
Rabaul, New Guinea. This voung man
was well known to many Territorians and
took a prominent part in the sporting
and social life of the town, Early in the

war he came South to enlist in the
and was serving in the Mediterranean
theatre of operations when he died.
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} two hours away from where we were muffled in a black velvet curtain, and - the coconuts and only an occasional
l':lﬁfnd came in with eight followers, and the small noises of the night stood out word came from the 5.
consented to help us on our way. The but momentarily, fading quickly into the We were on our way again soon after
Tul-Tul wore his official peaked cap tee- blackness of our mountain eyrie. Fire- daybreak. Down the side of the moun-
tering on top of his mat of hair, a filthy files flittered by, but no wind disturbed tain we had climbed so bitterly the pre-
vious evening, then for hours along the
1 : ridges and spurs, up and down, down and
U]

I walked myself into a state of blind-
plodding, Nine steps to the accompani-
ment of Borry~-I-was-rude-to-the-man-
at-Boram. Nine more on the same
theme, Again and again, until at last
the last g saddle, the last “top,”
and the last “down” inta the cool -
ing River, aijxft%gtliﬂ.t' “é’ir 1]313 our shorts tl?;
waler, over e 5 ing Nagum;
last little dpinch up the soggy track. We
were mud-spattered, sweat soaked and
oozed water—but we had arrived.

Down below, a scattering of native-
built houses, planked down without
design or plan, dwarfed by the moun-
tains, hemmed in by thick jungle, But,
oh Lerd, just then, so very, very good.

- L]

T was 18 months before I did the “for-
ward" journey again. In that time
we had moved five days further

inland from our Nagum camp; planes
hzm1 cnnie i,aoutthe mgepiﬁ ar}u:i l.nréclied Svmﬂ;

ously  al i pr on e Sepik
Wiewak; dicy. plain) and Wom; but not Wewak, where

lap-lap and a leather belt. He had a.
mutilated ear, a flattened nose, lips like
young stega and a general, all-over, low-
heeled ok, Subsequent experience
proved that he could be pressed into
most services by the judicious use of a
few well-chosen words and the greasing
of his dirty paw with a couple of shillings.

‘We spent an hour pulling down beds
and making ready for the road, then
crossed the river, and down the winding
path through the coconuts, over the
lgeegghln.nd at Wewak, and on along the

“We'll eat at Yarabos,” they said. Well,
so far so good—a dozen miles of easy
going. Who wanted to be carried?

By noon, we were in the middle of the
coastal swamp—and Yarabos. We ate in
the rickety rest-house. More crackers—
and tinned butter curdled on top—a paw-
paw from a deserted plantation, and a
gallon of tea. On we went. About three,
they said: “We turn off here, and go
inland. We climb now.”

“fE climbed. Up and up and always
up, slipping and sliding on the damp
track, dragging one's feet out of the
sc{uelchlng- bogs, sending down a rubble
of stones in the dry patches. From tree-
roof to tree-root. helped by a stick, along
Bl % borr ol o Jeoces. ARG
& - rn off some leeches.
1 it o Bl el ppronch osker elEigs
age, e village itself, :
Typical of the small scattered villages PROD
of that region—a few houses built on the % CREME DE MENTHE o
semi-flat of the mountain-top, coconut CHERRY BRANDY % %
trees around the rim, paw-paw groves * %
Ja Taihe o & Snall gxroen plof Toe ORANGE & WHITE CURACAO
we ollowed wound § v
from the sea-fall, and another went CREME DE CACAD + ADVOCAAT

g?wtg even more sheerly on the other side APRICOT BRANDY %  GILBEDENE
Wo Bad our.Jast glimpse of the séa ORANGE & LEMON GIN

from the rest-house that ewv

glimpse that had to suffice for more % % % GIN SLING % % %

12 long months—a soft, opalescent glim- BRONX & MARTINI COCKTAIL
mer in the settinglmm; Oinmtllilg other * * % RUM * * o
%g;p;uf‘rm ﬂnu?'.dark ‘and ominous in SPEY ROYAL SCOTCH AND
T e v N o , GAUNTLET WHISKY
the other. '
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the 'drome had yet to be built. There
was a W. R. Carpenter store at But, and
on this trip I travelled like a lady. From
Boram to But, eight hours in the plan-
tation schooner; But to Maprik, half an
hour by plane; and the last four hours
over the range by boot.

At Boram, perched on top of a pile of
gear, painfully, slowly against the mak-
ing tide, we were rowed out and hauled
ourselves on hoard this typical Islands
schooner: a clayed-in stove, two camp
stretchers under an awning, a seniry-
box dangling over the stern, half-zized
and ominous. I reconnoitred this last
contrivance from afar and decided that,
come what may, it was not for me.

1t was on this trip that I committed
the soclal faux pas of sleeping with “good
old —" (he shall be nameless). It was
in this fashion: I kicked off my shoes and
crawled into the one unoccupied bed as
soon as we gol aboard and, hours later,
when we salled out on a full tide, =il-
vered with moonlight, I went to sleep.

Came the dawn! I awoke, turned,
siretched. My arms encountered a
strange pair of feet. My feet were in
someone's armpit, T opened one eye and
Eeercd over the edge of the cotton blan-
el, kindly provided by the regular occu-
pant of the bed. Behold—a bed-mate.

At some time in the semi-darkness of
the night, and in an aftermath of a
Boram celebration., he must have spied
an unoccupled chunk of bed; and, not
knoewing who used the top half, he
crawled in at the bottom.

T had disturbed him, and he woke,
lifted his head, and automatically sur-
veyed the scene. Then his eyes met mine,
Sleep melted miraculously; amazement
gave place to horrified embarrassment.
His head flopped back for a moment,
while he digested this strange thing, then
it popped up again for another look.

This time, sure that I was no part of
& hang-over, he cautiously disentangled
himself from the blanket, groped for his
shoes on the deck and heat a retreat.

MAY,

The whole drama, occupying in all about
two minutes, had been carried out in
complete and heavy silence,

We were off But at eight. But, like
the whole of that northern coast, is open
to the full blast of the north-west sea-
son; but on that morning there was little
but a lacy frill of white on the reef, and
the mountains behind, standing like
green sentinels between us and home,
were clear of their early mists. The yel-
low beach, bordered by a thick fringe of
coconuts, was swept clean by the tide,

Inland from Aitspe the mountains rise
again to towering peaks, but along this
Wewak-Aitape coast, the formidable
mountain glants do not stand perpen-
dicularly up from the sea in seven or
eight thousand feet peaks, as they do
further south. It is bad enough coun-
try to negotiate, but its probléems of ter-
rain and transport are less in degree if
not in number,

-DAY, as this is being written, Aus-

tralian units are pressing along the

coast from Madang and Alexishafen,
Allied forces have oceupled Hollandia and
Aitape, and RAAP units are using Tadji
airstrip, close to Aitape, from which to
bomb  Jap posts between there and
Madang. If 1s obvious that the hours of
the Japanese are numbered in that
locality.

Not so strange now, perhaps, to view
this northern distriet as a great poten-
tial Allied base—a hopping-off place for
some other milestone nearer Tokio. But
viewed in the cold light of their pre-war
isolation, it is strange indeed to see these
backwaters assuming world-wide import-
ance, A

Wewak and its hinterland mustered a
population of perhaps a couple of hun-
dred Europeans, Aitape fAuctuated around
the half-dozen mark. Wewak had a gold
industry, but Aitape, with a bad anchor-
age, thin native population, soil too poor
and transport teo difficult to make it a
profitable copra producing centre, was on

1944 —PACIFIC
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the map merely as a hopping-off place
for recruiters, who found a fertile field
for their labours in the well-populated
districts over on the landward fall of the
TRNEgEes.

The coastal natives eertainly, and
probably many from the hinterland, have
had 16 months of Jap “co-prosperity” in
this area. Here, then, will be a job for
the men of ANGAU. But what of the
future?

As the Americans and Australians have
progressed in New Guinea, so have the
publie, through the Press, become anware
of country’s *vast potentialities. ™
Rubker for Papua; coffee, tea, quinine for
the Upper Ramu. What is in store for
the Sepik-Aitape district? Before the
war, hundreds of thousands of pounds
had been spent on oil-search In that
area, and residents had hlgh hopes that
petroleum would be found. It will he
strange, indeed, if the Army, and the
newshounds who have done some preity
sizable discovering in New Guinea in the
last two years. do not re-orientate Aitape
a5 a “vast potential ofl-producer.”

And with the Army’'s amazing capacity
for producing vast quantities of money
and equipment at will—a trick beyond the
powers of peacetime private enterprise or
Territories - Administrations—there may
be a great deal in the idea, at that.

A skipper well known in the Pacific
over a number of years, Captain D, H.
Cambridge, has retired ' from the sen
because of ill-health and will live per-
manently at Rarotonga. Captain Cam-
bridge was formerly master of the Mela-
nesian Mission ship, "“Southern Cross,”
and has commanded three schooners in
Cook Islands waters during recent years.

Under a new contract, made recently,
the French Colony of Tahiti has agreed
to sell the United States a further 10,000
tons of copra at the maximum price of
67.5¢ dollars per ton f.o.b. Papeete,

r—————— . .
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" UNSATISFACTORY

Rarotongan Food Production
From Our ©wn Correspondent
RAROTONGA, April 11.

IN view of the unsatisfactory state of

food production in Rarotonga, the

Island Council has decided to revive
the old law regarding the planting of
domestic crops. This compels each family
to plant a certain amount of food each

ISLANDS

ear.

W At a meeting of the Council on Feb-
ruary 4th concern was expressed at the
lack of food planting on the island since
the hurricane last year. For several
months after the hurrieane the people
were occupled in repairing or re-building
their homes. Then the hula skirt in-
dustry got into full swine. and most of
the island busied itself with this work to
the detriment of crop cultivation,

The prices of kumaras and taro, which
used to be 1/- and 2/- per kit, respec-
tively, has risen to 2/- and 4/- in Avarua.
The people in Avaruas now rush the
buggies coming in from the outer villages
with native foods.

The “wandering pig” problem was also
tackled by the Council, which proposes to
enforce a local ordinance requiring all pigs
to be in pens or styes by August 1.
Hitherto plegs have been a menace to
plantations or were tethered by means of
a rope attached to the lég of the un-
fortunate animal, If this new law is
enforced a real step towards increased
planting will have been made.

Assistance for the reparation of banana,
plantations after the recent hurricane was
also considered. A recommendation (sub-
sequently approved) was made to the New
Zealand Government.

COMMITTEE has been set up to

delve into the wexed question of

eitrus re-planting, which has made
very slow progress. due mainlv to the
fact that the hasis of the Administration’s
re-planting scheme is not broad enough
to cope with the land title problem.
Hitherto only sole owners of a section of
land have been allowed assistance under
the scheme, but as most native lands are
held by the family and not by the in-
dividual, only 45 growers have been able
to take advantage of the scheme during
the past four years.

Tt is evident that whereas land is still
held communally, initiative has become,
most definitely. individual. As it Is
highly improbable that the Rarotongan
Maoris could, even if they wished to.
revert to their original basis of communal
production it follows that dn adjustment
of the system of land tenure to suit
changed conditions must take place be-
fore real development of the agricultural
resources of the island can he under-
taken.

METHODIST MISSIONARIES TO
RETURN TO THE SOLOMONS

SINCE stating in the April issue of
“PTM"” that Methodist Mission per-
sonnel had not, to that date, been
permitted to return to the Solomons, we

following communication
from the Rev. J. F. Goldie, at present in

Melbourne:

“You will be interested to learn that I
now have the assurance of Sir Philip
Mitchell, the High Commissioner for the
Western Pacific, that he will get me to
within the next two or
three weeks. and that others of our
Mission staff will be able to follow in a
few months,

“This is zood news for me. and will he
welcomed by the native Eeopleinthe
western part of the Group.

MONTHLY —MAY,
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New Guinea Assn. of Queensland—
Annual Meeting

first annual meeting of the Queens-

land New Guinea Assoclation was

held on March 11, in Brisbane.
Seventy-five members were present, and
the following office-bearers were elected
for the year 1944:

President, Capiain R. Kendall, RNR;
vice-president, Mr, F. O. Moody; secretary
and treasurer, Mrs. W. M. Haslam; com-
mittee, Mrs. D. Booth, Mrs. G. Thorn-
thwaite, Miss M. Byron, Mr. E. P. Holmes,
and Mr. F. H, Conroy.

Meetings are held (as previously) on
the second Saturday in each month at
the Lyceum Club, 270 Queen Street, Bris-
bane, and visitors who may be passing
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through Brisbane are always welcome,
This Assoeiation is unique in that both
men and women are admitted to member-
ship, whereas all the other clubs are
essentially “women's” clubs. The Queens-
land association recently affiliated with
the Pacific Territories Assoclation, and its
representative on the Executive of that
body is Captain EKendall, who attends
meetings on his periodical visits to
Sydney.

There have been recent inquiries for
the addresses of Mr. J. S. Reid, formerly

of Asanamba Plantation, New Guinea;
and Mr. E. J. Symthe of Ulamba Plan-
tation. Should any Territorian know the
whereabouts of these two men would they
communicate with the Secretary of the
Queensland New Guinea Association, 160
Bowen Terrace, New Farm, Brisbane.

FOSTERS
LAGER

BHIRI.TOII & UNITED BREWERIES LTD.

BY
i
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Modern Refrigeration for the South Sea Islands

The ELECTROLUX KEROSENE OPERATED
REFRIGERATOR

THE
A BV MIRACLE
OF
OF ICE
MODERN
SCIENCE FROM

HEAT

ELECTROLUX OFFERS ECONOMICAL, «MODERN AND COMPLETELY EFFICIENT
REFRIGERATION FOR ISLANDS’ HOMES.

FREFEZES CONTINUQUSLY WHILE SMALL LAMP BURNS.

Freezing controlled by simply regulating height of flame. Uses only ] gallon of kerosene per week.
MOTORLESS . . . NO PARTS TO GET OUT OF ORDER."
MODEL L22 MODEL L380 ° MODEL LK550
Capacity ) @ (ag illustrated) Capaalty
2.3 cuble feet. Cupacity 4 cuble feet:s 5.5 cuble feet.

GUARANTEED FOR TWO YEARS,
® Write to your Local Distributor for prices and full details,

OBTAINABLE FROM ALL W. R. CARPENTER & CO. LTD.
BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE ISLANDS
Representation in Papua and New Hebrides.
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UNILEVER MENACE

Can it Be Controlled
in Peacetime?
Letter to the Editor

CONFERENCE in the Atlantie

framed the famous Atlantic Char-

ter—Freedom from Want, Freedom
from Fear, and so on.

Lately, a conference in Canberra (New
Zealand and Australian Ministers) dealt
with many Pacific problems.

But was the great international Com-
bine, Unilever, even mentioned as the
holders of a pre-war Pacific Charter?

This Combine, pre-war, was free of
fear, free from want, and free from all
competition. Unilever had a strangle-
hold on most of the Pacific insofar as
copra production and marketing went.
Unilever called the price of copra, and
the producers were never free from want
or fear.

In the last couple of years, the Minis-
try of Food in Britain has controlled the
prices of both the raw product (copra)
and the manufactured article (mar-
garine); and only since then have the
copra producers been getting a living and
a orofit out of their copra.

What is to hapnen after the war? Is
the Ministry of Food tc hand back to
Unilever Its control over copra? That
auestion is not answerable at the present
moment; and so the Pacific copra pro-
ducers are not free from fear.

If the Ministry of Food can control raw
produet prices and can control Tnilever
activities in wartime, why not take con-
trol for all time of things like Tnilever?
Surelv If it can be done in war, it should
be_easv in peace,

Until Unilever is wiped off the map.
there pever will be freedom from want
or freedom from fear in the Pacific.

I am, etc.,,
GANIBULL.
Fiji, 15/2/44.

EDITORIAL NOTE

Unilever, and similar intsrnational
combines, can be controlled only by far-
reaching international action They
defled Governments in the past, and they
expect to do so in the future.

Unilever is typical of many. It gained
—hy efficlency and bv brilliant orzanisa-
tion—so complete a control over the pro-
duce of the whole world's oil-seed grow-
ers that it conld do with them a5 it liked
—and especially could it play off coconut
oil aeainst sova oil. or cottonseed oil
acainst whale oil or tallow, Tt flourished
enormouslv: but it partially erushed
individualism (private enterprise and
initiative) among small producers in a
variety of industries throughout the
world.

And this ereedv and ruthless monster
grew out of Port Sunlight—that model
settlement established by the mild and
benevolent Lever Brothers!

= e —— ——3

Mr, H. Larsen, formerly private secre-
tary to the Resident Commissioner of
 Rarotonea and lately Assistant Secrefary
to the Administration of Western Samoa,
has been appointed dent Commis-
sioner of Niue Tsland. Mr. J. P. McMahon-
Box, the late Resident Commissioner, was
compelled to return to New Zealand
because of ill-health,

. Fritz Krueger, formerly of ‘Wesi-
ﬂz‘rmf.Amenﬂ? sold gl:‘dsa&akﬁ
ess at Avarua, Rarofonga, eft
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FATE OF TWO NEW BRITAIN
MISSIONARIES

HEN the Japanese invaded WNew
Britain in January, 1942, two mem-
bers of the Melanesian Mission, the

Rev, J. F. Barge and the Rev. W. Bernard
Moore, were reported missing. No news
had been heard from them, but it was
hoped that they were safe in the
mountains,

Now the Bishop of Melanesia has been
advised by the military authorities that
natlve reports seem conclusive in that
Mr. Moore died at Kumbun, on the coast,
during the Japanese occupation. Reports

8 23

concerning Mr. Barge vary. Several defi-
nitely state that he was killed by the
Japanese; but at least one re states
that he was removed to Rabaul as a
prisoner.

Mr. C. R. Pennefather who, until he
retired recently, was Advisor on Native
Affairs in Fiji, has been appointed tem-
porarily to the District Commissionership
%Eﬂthe Central and Western Districts,

The Fiji Scholarship for 1944-1946 has
been awarded to Miss Judith Reay, of
the Suva Girls' Grammar School. Miss
Reay is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Stuart Reay, of Suva.

app VARIETY 1o Your

HOT-WEATHER MEALS

Typical of the tasty, tempting, quick-serve foods offered by
“Imperial” is “Meatreat.” This canned corned beef is prepared
by the special “Imperial” process which seals in all the natural
flavour, colour and rich nourishing juices of the meat. Served
with salads, “Meatreat” makes an ideal hot-day dish.

Other “Imperial” products which will help you add variety to

your hot-weather meals are:

“Imperial’”’ Camp Pie.

“Imperial’’ Beef & Pork Sausages
“Imperial” Sheep's Tongues.

“"Imperial’’ Hampe—the meal-in-a-moment.

Every one of these “Imperial” products offers you the delightful
flavour of )'zcsh meats at their very best. Ask for them to-day.

PRODUCTS OF

RIVERSTONE MEAT CO. i}

Fiji Representatives: Pearce & Co. Ltd., Suva.
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EDGELL

QUALITY CANNED

Vegetables & Soups

AUSTRALIA’S BEST

only a small proportion of civilian needs is occasionally made available by the Austra-
lian Defence Foodstuffs Control and exports are heavily restricted.
As soon as possible, Island consumers can rely on Edgell high quality products being made
available to them once more.

. Meanwhile, to take advantage of the limited quantities periodically released, please send
your inquiries either through your usual channels or direct to the Island distributors . . .

D EFENCE requirements take up the whole of the Edgell production to-day—consequently

C- SULLIVAN & CO. 379 Kent Street, Sydney, Australia.

“EDGELL QUALITY CANNED GOODS“

C. SULLIVAN 8 CO.

GENERAL MERCHANTS . . . . . ISLANDS AGENTS
REPRESENTING LEADING FIRMS IN THE PACIFIC ISLANDS.

Islands Produce sold on Shippers’ Account—Liberal Advances against Consignments.
Buyers of all Islands’ Requirements on Commission—Original Invoices Furnished.

Bankers: Bank of New South Wales .. Bank of New Zealand .. Comptoir National d'Escompte de Paris.
| Wartime Cable Address: Sullivan, Kentstreet, Sydney.

379 KENT STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W.
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TARAWA WAS A GRIM LESSON
FOR TOJO

By Harold Cooper

battle of the Gilberts in

November was, for the Japanese,

one of the most significant of the

war, for it demolished a theory on

which their whole Pacific strategy
had been based.

Until Tarawa fell, the master minds
of Tojo's High Command had be-
lieved that it was possible to fortify
small islands so strongly as to make
them virtually impregnable, and had
conjured up gratifying pictures of the
American foe squandering his superior
strength in a series of costly and vain
assaults against positions on the
outermost fringe of the Japanese de-
fences.

HERE is ample eyidence that the
Jap Admiral in command at
Tarawa expected to hold out against
all-comers. And he had some ex-
cuse for being cocksure.

The tiny islet of Betio, which was
the key to the enemy's defence system
in this area and on which the most
sayage fighting of the brief but
bloody campaign took place, was quite
literally a floating fortress. Not a
single device prescribed by the text-
bcdgks of modern warfare had been
overlooked.

On the seaward side its shores were
protected by row after row of barbed
wire and behind the wire was a
thickly sown minefield. The island
was trisected by two colossal anti-
tank ditches and between them,
built on a site which was obviously
regarded as being one of the safest
spots in the Central Pacific, stood the
Jap battle headquarters, a massive
concrete structure looking as though
it might have been borrowed from
the Maginot Line.

Betio is roughly triangular in shape
and at its three corners were formid-
able batteries of six and eight inch
guns—two of them made by Vickers,
though whether they were acquired
by pre-war purchase or salvaged from

some fallen Asiatic bastion such as
Singapore is not known.

defend this miniature Gibraltar
(though that is perhaps a false
comparison, since Betlo is as flat as
a billiard table) the Japs had a gar-
rison of more than 4,000 picked men,
with between a thousand and 2,000
Korean labourers available as some-
what dubious reserves. This meant a
population of nearly ten to the acre,
so that wherever the Marines landed
they were bound to find the Japs
getting underfoot before very long.
The garrison was well supplied with
ammunition and food — including
many thousands of tins of British
emergency rations captured in
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Malaya. They were ready for a long
siege and were confident of their
ability to survive it.

This supposedly shell-proof, bomb-
proof, invasion-proof citadel, on the
fortification of which such particular
care and such generous expenditure
of resources of all kinds had been
lavished, was brought under complete
American control after a battle last-
ing only five days. Whatever else
Betio might claim te be, events have
certainly shown that it was not
Marine-proof.

important feature of the Betio
vietory is that the circumstances
in which it was achieved justify the
assumption that it can be and will be
repeated over and over again. There
was no fluke about it, no lucky break
which could be said to have swayed
the teetering fortunes of battle and
decided the issue in favour of the
Marines.
The Marines won on their merits;

B. DAVID Trading Co.

ISLAND TRADERS —
EXPORT MERCHANTS

SHIPPERS OF ALL KINDS OF MERCHANDISE.
EXPORT REPRESENTATIVES OF LEADING :
AUSTRALIAN  MANUFACTURERS

Head Office: '
31 Queen Street, Melbourne, Vic.

Branches and Agents in All Ports.

Direct Enquiries to Bankers: Cable Address:
Head Office. National Bank of “DAVID TRADING
Austral MELBOURNE"

OPEN TO APPOINT AGENCIES WHERE NOT REPRESENTED

ALUMINIUM Now for Defence Purposes

After Victory . . . for Civilian requirements

ARRICATION pitiaN GRANFLE N
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and, indeed, what mischances oe-
curred were to the benefit of the
defenders.

Thus, at the end of the first day’s
fighting, two out of the three Marine
bridgeheads had been lost and the
third was held so thinly that the J aps
may well have calculated that one
last spirited counter-attack would
suffice to fling the remnants of the
invasion force back into the sea.

That night there prevailed on the
corpse-strewn beaches of Betio a
crisis, precisely similar in nature
though not comparable in scale to
that which General Mark Clark’s 5th
Army had to live through at Salerno.

MAY,

By all the rules of warfare that last
flimsy toe-hold was doomed to swift
effacement.

But the Marines have rules of their
own and those rules required that
there should be no further retreat.
That final perimeter, buckling at half
a dozen points and exposed to every
concelvable variety of crossfire from
a murderous concatenation of Japa-
nese guns, had to be held. And held
it was, until tight-lipped reinforee-
ments came ashore in the half light
of dawn to plug the gaps in a line
that sagged and swayed but never
broke.

AU

Powder for you.

over 70 years,

MARY'S

BAKING POWDER

e SUPPLIES ARE NOW AVAILABLE,

is out of stock he will readily obtain Aunt Mary's Baking
After all, quality is worth waiting for,
especially when it is Aunt Mary’s Baking Powder, which
maintains the high quality which has stood the test for

NT

If your local supplier
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CANNED ENGLISH VEGETABLES
CANNED ENGLISH FRUITS
OLDE ENGLISH MARMALADE
GOLD MEDAL JAMS

JELLY CRYSTALS, ETC.

Obtainable from all leading Grocery Stores

WRITE TO DEPARTMENT “A"

CHIVERS & SONS LTD.

Histon, Cambs., Eng.

FOR ATTRACTIVE RECIPE BOOE
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TH:E crisis had passed, but the battle
had yet to be won. According to
Japanese anticipations, that battle
was to have been a long-drawn-out
affair, with the defenders exacting
such a sickening toll of the attackers
that the assault would at length be
broken off from sheer exhaustion.

But, in the event the {frenzied
fanaticism of soldiers who believed
that death in action would earn for
them rare privileges in some warriors’
Valhalla proved no match for the
cold-blooded courage of boys who
hated to die, but who were serenely
determined that nothing should dis-
tract them from the fulfillment of
their sombre duty.

In four days of furious carnage on
Betio the Japs learned the fateful
lesson that fanaticism is not enough
and that a nation which is collec-
tively prepared to disembowel itself
should its Emperor give the signal is
not thereby necessarily qualified for
the role of conqueror of the world.

In a bloody, slogging contest with
grenades, knives, bayonets and tommy
guns as the chief weapons, the
Marines gave nearly 4,000 Japs their
passports to Valhalla and would have
issued more had not the supply of
applicants run out.

Five days after the ramp of the
first American landing barge touched
Betio’s shining coral beach the im-
pregnable fortress had been subdued;
and, inside his concrete batile head-
quarters, the Japanese Admiral lay
dead, with the bodies of 300 of his
countrymen sprawled round him.

booty seized was fascinating in

its wvariety, and included im-
pressive stacks of paper money which
the paymaster had accumulated in
anticipation of cemmitments which
were destined never to be incurred.

The story is told of one Marine
who, the day after the battle had
ended, was asked by an officer: “How
are things going?”

“Fine,” he replied. “I won 10,000
ven at poker last night.”

The Japanese war-lords can have
no illusions left, confronted as they
now are by these two disturbing facts:
the fortresses with which they have
ringed their eastern Empire are vul-
nerable, and the soldiers who garrison
those fortresses are very, very mortal.

RECONDITIONING COPRA
Decision of Fiji Production Board

_Fiji Supply and Production Board

I has decided that, in future, all

copra graded at 40 points or less,

under the grading system now in“opera-

tion, will be reconditioned at the expense
of the owner and then re-graded.

Reconditioning is estimated to cost not
more than 12/- a ton and the re-grading
fee will be £1 a ton. Reconditioning
includes drying, sieving, dli);aking over and
re-bagging after re-grading. Any copra
which the grader considers cannot be re-
conditioned will be rejected as unsale-
able.

This procedure has the approval of the
majority of the cﬂpm—Advgory Commit-
tee and the scheme came into operation
on March 31, 1944 There has been evi-
dence, rec the Production Board
Copr

Page 32
nla.obj-315109333
National Library of Australia



Pacific islands monthly : PIM.

Page 33
nla.obj-315109461
National Library of Au




Pacific islands monthly : PIM.

Page 34
nla.obj-315109602
National Library of Australia




Pacific islands monthly : PIM.

Page 35
nla.obj-315109750
National Library of Australia




Pacific islands monthly : PIM.

Page 36
nla.obj-315109880
National Library of Australia




Pacific islands monthly : PIM.

Page 37
nla.obj-315110087
National Library of Australia




Pacific islands monthly : PIM.

Page 38
nla.obj-315110213
National Library of Australia




Pacific islands monthly : PIM.

Page 39
nla.obj-315110347
National Library of Australia




Pacific islands monthly : PIM.

38

Mr. Carl Jacobsen, well-known as a
planter and farmer in the Lae distriet of
New Guinea, is now back in Sydney, and
in “civvies,” after two years of useful and
interesting service with the United States
forces. 3

TAHITI
SOUVENIRS

BEAUTIFUL SHELL NECK-

LACES, NECKLETS, SEA

SHELLS IN BULK, COLOUR-
FUL HULA COSTUMES.

Posted, or Shipped Wholesale,
from

TAHITI
“The Pearl of the Pacific.”

Wholesale inquiries especially
invited.

Write or Cable direct to

JOHN R. FARNHAM

Papeete, Tahiti, Society Islands.
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One Short-lived Strike

From Our Own Correspondent

PAPEETE, April 21.
ERE is the story of how a United
States Commander on a South
Pacific island (which must be

nameless) solved one of his problems.
When the armed forces came to the
island the Commander resolved that the
normal life of the native people should
be disturbed as little as possible, The
encampments were located at consider-
able distances from native settlements,
members of the armed forces were for-
bidden to enter a native house on any
pretext whatsoever, and all civil affairs
were left in the hands of the authorities
of the Colony of which the island is a

t

To the considerable number of native
workmen who volunteered, the Comman-
der gave terms that were just, but not
lavish, Their pay was to be that of a
United States private soldier; they could
buy supplies at the Army stores at Army
prices: they could attend the Army
cinema shows, gratis. This was very
aceeptable to the native workmen (espe-
clally the free cinema shows) and, for a
season, all went well

Therl, suddenly, without warning, all
the native workmen went on strike.

. This was something without precedent
in the islands. An individual native
workman will stop work and evaporate
into a vacuum at any time, if he is fed

0. F. MASSCHELEIN

— WORLD-WIDE EXPORT AGENT SINCE 1919 —
Late of Antwerp (Belgium). Established in Sydney 1928.
OFFERS RELIABLE and EFFICIENT SERVICE

to all Australian and Oversea Manufacturers

Inquiries from Oversea Buyers are Welcomed.

Correspondence: English, Dutch, French, Spanish,
ANDREWS BUILDINGS, 40 KING STREET,

SYDNEY

NOYES B
RE R

3

T

ROS.

comes First!

Since the War began, the
services and equipment of
this Company have been
made avallable expressly to
firms wholly engsged in
work for Natiomal Defence.
Noyes ‘"li:' 'gnﬂ;l! _ap-

(SYDNEY)
B

197 ELIZAB

1944 —PACIFI1E

M

ISLANDS MONTHLY

up or has accumulated enough “faufaa”
(worldly goods) to carry him through a
period of rest and refreshment. Bui an
organised strike for higher pay had never
been heard of, on this or any other island
of the archipelago, since time began.

e Commander, fully aware of the
identity of the Furopean instigator of
this }grncadure. sald nothing and awaited
developments. They came in the form
of a delegation of native workmen,
accompanied by an interpreter.

The Commander listened patientlf to a
long harangue, which ended with a
demand for an increase in pay, amount-
ing to 100 per cent,

Commander’s reply was brief, “A
very interesting speech,” he said. “Now
you can go home and take every one of
your native workmen with you. Hence-
forth not one of you may come near any
of our encampments, nor may you buy
anything at an Army store, nor attend

a cinema show. That is all.”
They went. After a short time they
returned

Would the Commander reconsider his
ultimatum (they inquired) if the work-
men should come back at the ald rate of
pay, with the privilege of attending the
cinema shows?

The Commander looked sternly at them
for & moment, and then smiled. “If you
think you can carry on like good sol-
diers,” he said, ‘“you may come back on
the old terms.”

Peace, tranquility and cordial amity
again reien on Nameless Island, The
Commander is a befter psychologist than
s the European who stirred up this little
tempest. :

DEATH OF M. MOULEDOUS
Link With Caledonia’s Past

From Our Own Correspondent

NOUMEA, April 6.
ON‘E of New Caledonia’s outstanding
citizens, M. Emile Mouldous, is dead,
at the age of 58. He was a leader
when the Colony rallied to the Fighting
French Movement in 1940.

A member of the old General Council,
he became, on the nomination of Gov-
ernor Sautot, o member of the Adminis-
trative Council when this new body took
over from the old Council in December,
1840, and continued in this capacity
until the time of his death.

He served with the first New Cale-
donian contingent in World War I at
Salonica, Monastir and the Dardenelles,
and returned to New Caledonia in 1918
in time to take part in a small
“war"” which ended in the revolt led by
Chief Noel of Koniambo, and in which 16
white settlers were massaered.

NEWS OF TERRITORIANS
N old resident of tthth;ndu;wd Tuﬂ-
ritory, no : e Ameri-
S
north, the fo! g news of

“Warrant-Officer Neuman is here, too.
He was formerly a member of the New
Guinea Lutheran Mission, was
‘A, V. Umboi’ and was mentioned in
despabohets for good work after the bal-

n went up. N -
bﬁmﬂz Butross, late of WRC jﬂ%:taﬁan
staff, was taken prisoner at same
time that W/O Obst (also of the

Luthefan Mission staff, =Finschhafen)

o
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