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USEFUL ADDRESSES

The following are the addresses of
organisations set up to deal with Pacific
Territories affairs:—

PAPUA, NEW GUINEA, NAURU,
NORFOLE IS.

Department of External Territories (Sydney
Brunch) (Lately the New Guinea Trade Agency),
Australin House, Carringion Sireet, Sydney,
Telephone: BW 1774,

{Deallng with all matters connecied with the
Australian Pacifiec Territories and also Lhe
Bydney representative of the New Guinea Copra
Control Committee.)

BRITISH SOLOMON ISLANDS
Sydney Office of British Seolomon Islands
Government

{In charge of Mr, ¥F. E. Johnson, Treasurer of
the Solomons Administration),

17 Castlereagh Street, Sydney.
Telephone: B 1710,

GILBERT AND ELLICE, AND
OCEAN IS.
Sydney Office of Gilbert and Ellice Islands
Colony

{In charge of Mr. 8 G. Clarke, Treasurer of
the G. and E. Administration),

Bank of New Zealand Building,
George Street, Sydney. Telephone: B 2200.
FOR PACIFIC TERRITORIES
EVACUEES GENERALLY

Pagific Territories Association
{C. A. M. Adelskold, Scoretary),
o/o0 Robert Gillespie Piy., Lid.,
5a Pilt Street, Sydney. Telephone: BW 4782,
WAR DAMAGE COMMISSION
Sydney Office: M.L.C, Buidling, Cnr. Martin Flace

and Castlereagh Sireet, Sydney.
Telephone: BW 2061,

FOR CLAIMS AGAINST ARMY
Mr. H. Alderman, Darwin-Moresby Claims
Bection, Chief Finance Office (Army), Vietoria

Barracks, Melbourne.
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“DOC” VERNON, UNSUNG HERO OF
BATTLE OF PAPUA

WRITTEN FOR “PIM" BY “MOMO KANA"

T was at Daru where I first met him,
amid the mud and mosquitoes. On
the end of the long jetty, a tall, thin

figure stood and welcomed us ashore, He
supplied me with a bath and a meal, and
later we talked of many matters—of
tradige, planting, shipping, and medicine.
“Dbc” Vernon then was trading, ard
doing medical work. He had some kapok
growing, too, and was still able to find
time to work in his garden; a man of

boundless energy, both physical and
mental.
“Old Doe,” they called him: but his

type never grows old. His parties were
rell attended and were always just right.
A confirmed bachelor, he was well liked
by all, and was always welcome, any-
‘where,

He was later heard of on a plantation
towards Samaral; still wandering, still as
full of energy. Later, a medical job
claimed him at Misima Island. By now,
he had a young plantation growing,
near Kokoda, No one could be sick with-
out the “Doc” calling. Natives occupied
most of his time; but he was on call at
any time, day or night.

One man was fairly ill, in rather a
remote spot, once, and he was both sur-
rised and pleased to receive a basket of
fellie_s and cakes, and real soup, one

“morning, with an apologetic little note

from “Doc

“Dear —, I am sorry I have not been
able to get over your way for the last
two days, but I am told you are on the
mend. You may like the few odds and
ends in the basket. Let me know if
vou would like anything, and how you
are, ard I will be along in a few days.—
GH

The “odds and ends” were appreciated;
and the reason for “Doe’s” not visiting
was because he had been sitting up for
two nights with another very sick
patient, But “Doe¢” never forgot any-
one,

N came the war. Nations had
developed scientific methods of kill-
ing, and were anxious to try them

out on each other. Tank battles raged
and dive-bombers screamed in Europe,
Times changed.

“Doc,” a decorated veteran of 1914-18,
got very grumpy. His theme song was:
“They say I'm too old for active service,
and my hearing is not too good. But I
must be able to do something.”

13

The Japs came in. “Doc” managed to
get into uniform, with a rative infantry
battalion. But the scope for him was
not there. He joined the Native Medi-
cal Service in the face of a lot of oppo-
sition: he was not wanted in a new
world of young men. Everyone advised
him to go South.

But “Doc"” stayed—and stayed to do a
job of which any mar can be proud.

OUR troops had been in action against
the Jap landing force at Buna and,
after several clashes, we were lick-
ing our wounds in the foothills above
Kokoda. We had no doctor, as yet, but
first-aid men were doing their best
Our guards were posted all round, just
out of sight, ir the slight fog. Suddenly,
we heard a challenge, and rolled closer
to our weapons—just in case.
Down the track came a tall, thin figure,
a dark pullover tled by the sleeves, round
{Continued on Nexit Page)

PACIFIC ISLANDS SOCIETY

Visitors from the Islands to Sydney (or those
interested in Islands affairs), are advised to
communicate with the honorary secretary of
the above Soelety, which has been formed to
study {he hisiory, traditions, economics, and
political developments of the Pacific Islands,

Hegular monthly meetings are held at
History House, 8 Young Sireet, Sydney,
Address for Correspondence:

THE PACIFIC ISLANDS SOCIETY,
Box 2434 MM., G.P.0., Sydney,

Inc. in Fiji

BURNS PHILP

(SOUTH SEA) CO. LTD.

Reglstered

Code Address:
“Burnsouth”, Norfolk Is.

Islﬁnd Trudel;; ;ui éhip_;uu

Also Branches at:

Fiji: Levuka, Lautoka, Labasa, Ba, Sigatoka, Rotuma.
Tonga: Nukualofa, Haapai, Vavau.

Samoa: Apia, Pago Pago (American Samoa).
Solomons: Makambo, Gizo, Faisi.

New Hebrides: Vila.
Gilberts: Tarawa.
Niue.

Office:
SUV A
S

Wallis Is.  Futuna ls.

Sole Australian Concessionaires:

GEORGE BROWN & CO. PTY. LTD.
267 Clarence Street, Sydney.
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As the Ultimate factory is engaged in
vital war production, the supply of
Ultimate Commercial Receivers cannot
be maintained at present.

SERVICE: Ultimate owners are assured
of continuity of service. Our Laboratory
is situated at 267 Clarence Street,
Sydney.

Servicing of all kinds of radio sets or
amplifiers, as well as Rola Speakers, is
also undertaken at our laboratories.
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The Standard of Excellence—

CARS Liqued™

V AN IN 15 FLAVOURS

Advocaat, Red Curacoa, White Curacoa, Parfait
Amour, Maraschino, Chartreuse, Apricot Brandy,
Cointreau, Cherry Brandy, Creme de Menthe, Creme
de Cacao, Peach Brandy, Creme de Banana, Kummel,
Friars’ Liqueur.

COMFPOUNDED FROM PURE FRUIT
EXTRACTS AND HIGH-CLASS
MATURED SPIRITS.

TRADE ENQUIRIES TO BOX 3373, G.P.O., SYDNEY.

LAVEX

The Oxygened Washing Compound

Wonderful for the Wash . . . . Harmless to the hands
NON-INJURIOUS TO THE FINEST FABRICS

packed in cartons containing 48 x 8oz, pkts.

TRADE ENQUIRIES TO BOX 3373, G.P.O, SYDNEY.

R T e R PO T e Y R T O T e

C. SULLIVAN & CO.

GENERAL MERCHANTS . . . . . ISLANDS AGENTS
REPRESENTING LEADING FIRMS IN THE PACIFIC ISLANDS.

Islands Produce sold on Shippers’ Accouni—Liberal Advances against Consignments.
Buyers of all Islands’ Requirements on Commission—Original Invoices Furnished.

Bankers: Bank of New South Wales .. Bank of New Zealand .. Comploir National d’Escompte de Paris.

Wartime Cable Address: Sullivan, Kentstreet, Sydney.

379 KENT STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W.
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PACIFIC ISLANDS

COOK IS. ECONOMICS

Plan for Restoring
Planting Industry

From Our Own Correspondent

RAROTONGA, August 2.

SEVERAL Island Council and Pruit

Advisory Committee meetings have

been held in Rarotonga recently,
with the advent of Mr. R. T. G. Patrick,
of the Prime Minister’s Department, at
Wellington. Matters under discussion in-
cluded :(—

Plans for the replanting of the island
in citrus and bananas.

Secondary industries,

Parliamentary representation in New
Zealand.

A committee was set up to Investigate
the great obstacle to the Citrus Replant-
ing Scheme, which is the communal
ownership of land, It is not proposed to
tamper with the actual system of land
tenancy, but it is the aim of the
Administration to help any person, who
wishes to plant citrus, to procure suitable
land on suitable terms. It has been
found that native bplanters quickly lose
interest in a nlantation where dispute has
arisen over the ownership of the land.
Although in most cases the land is still
held communally, enterprise has become
individual.

The planting of bananas, being a short-
term crop, is not so difficult, and a further
scheme has been put forward, similar to
that which produced such satisfactory re-
sults last year, During 1942, more
bananas were planted in Rarotonga than
for many years, and risineg guantities for
export were expected. Unfortunately, the
hurricane of March 10, 1943, completely
destroyed these plantations—hardly a
ripe banana has been seen on the island
Rince.

A rellef plan was adooted at the Island
Council meetings, and it is now an-
nounced that, followine Mr. Patrick’s
investigations, this to a larce extent has
been approved by the New Zealand
Government,

The banana-planting season starts in
September and, unless actlon is taken
soon, it seems probable that mnative
growers will be more interested in pro-
ducing hula skirts and the like, than in
growing bananas at 5/- a case, a price
which they are convinced does not re-
vregent their fair share, (See "PIM” of
Mﬂrs' I}QQ—"F!_‘IE and Samoa Banana Ex-
ports.”

ECONDARY agricultural industries
which might prove profitable are the
production of arrowroot, pleri (dried

bananas), and kumaras. Coffee grows
well in the Lower Cook Group. and
might be developed to help alleviate the
present shortage in New Zealand.

The old question of representation in
the New Zealand Parliament has again
been raised. Europeans who now have to
pay income tax to New Zealand feel that
it Is & case of taxation without represen-
tation. The Maoris would be interested
in being able to elect their own Island
Council. At present, nearly all the Maori
ml{l.bers are nominated, and. for life at

Ahl:ub‘ber cuntn;l Bct;;d haan?een ﬁ
up Rarotonga for rationing
tubes. Cotton-
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ORIGIN OF “KANAKA"

Letter to the Editor

AM reading a book by Mr. Marshall,
who, with' Wally Hook, travelled over
some parts of what was German New

Guinea; and one thing I note: he gives
his version of the word “kanaka" (which,
by the way, T thoroughly detest) and
states that it is the name given to the
natives of the Sandwich Islands. This is
wrong. The name is a mutilation of the
Samoan word “tanata,” meaning boy. In
our slovenly manner of talking, the letter
“k" has been introduced inta all Poly-
nesian words, much to their detrlment. T
refuse to use the word, and wherever 1
can I drop the “k" and give the word its
proper letter “t.” In Apia, one is most
conscious of this “slur.,” We had a maid,
whose name was Sigefu. When she wanted
a ride in the “Tauvale” she would always
ask if she could ride in the “Kauvale.”

I am, etc.,
J. NIXON-WESTWOOD.,

Sergeant-Pilot Basil Chalmers, second
son of Mr. and Mrs. N. 8. Chalmers, of
Fiji, was married recently in Southern
Rhodesia to Miss Pax Richards-Edwards,
of Bulawayo. He left Fiji 2} years ago,
with the first recruits for the RAF, and
is now a pilot instructor at one of the
flying schools in Rhodesia,

17

DEATH OF MRS. HANNAH
M. CHANCE

death occurred in Brisbane on
August 15 of Mrs. Hannah M.
Chance, wife of Mr. Sydney M.
Chance, well-known Papuan RM, who is
on final leave prior to retirement, Mrs,
Chance, who was well-known’ and highly
esteemed—she had lived at Samarai,
Daru, Kikori, Kokoda and Port Moreshy—
was only 51; but she had been in il-
health for some years. She was bitten
by a eat at Kikori in 1926, and con-
tracted therefrom an obscure fever—her
case being only the fifth of its kind
known to medical science. The funeral
was attended by Messrs. Wurth, McAlpine
and Healey (prominent members of the
Papuan Public Service), and by represen-
tatives of the REATLA—the latter being a
tribute to a lady who, in 1914-18, in
northern New South Wales, used her
splendid soprano volce to ralse thousands
of ;:{:unds for the Australian Comforts
Fun

Mr. M. I. Harper, well known during
many years as a planter and trader In
the Solomon Islands, is now a Warrant-
Officer of the RANR, and Is serving in
the United States Navy. He has been
through some interesting experiences dur-
ing the past 12 months,

SUSSEX ST.,

LEA &

and Most other Super-Quality Lines of

PRESCOTT Pty. Ltd.

are sole wholesale agents for

PINEAPPLEBACON&HAMS
DAISY BRAND

“375" BUTTER in TINS 1fb.-2lb.-5Ib. Sixzes.

PERRINS’

SYDNEY.

BUTTER
Sauces

the Trade,such as Cheese, Eggs. Eie.

CHIVERS

FAMOUS ENGLISH PRODUCTS

CANNED ENGLISH VEGETABLES
CANNED ENGLISH FRUITS
OLDE ENGLISH MARMALADE
GOLD MEDAL JAMS

JELLY CRYSTALS, ETC.

Obtainable from all leading Grocery Stores

FE———

WRITE TO DEPARTMENT “A”

CHIVERS & SONS LTD.

Histon, Cambs., Eng.
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Modern Refrigeration for the South Sea Islands

The ELECTROLUX «eroseNe operaTED
REFRIGERATOR

THE
IRACL
MARVEL B rie .
OF
MODERN ICE
SCIENCE FROM

HEAT

ELECTROLUX OFFERS ECONOMICAL, MODERN AND COMPLETELY EFFICIENT
REFRIGERATION FOR ISLANDS’ HOMES.

FREEZES CONTINUOUSLY WHILE SMALL LAMP BURNS.

Freezing controlled by simply regulating height of flame. Uses only § gallon of kerosene per week.
3 MOTORLESS . . . NO PARTS TO GET OUT OF ORDER,
MODEL L22 MODEL L380 MODEL LK550
Onpacity a (as illustrated) L] Capacity
2.2 cublc feet. Capacity 4 cuble feet. 5.5 cuble feet.

GUARANTEED FOR TWO YEARS.
® Write to your Local Distributor for prices and full details.

OBTAINABLE FROM ALL W. R. CARPENTER & CO. LTD.
BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE ISLANDS
Representation in Papua and New Hebrides.

Page 22
nla.obj-315024476
National Library of Australia




Pacific islands monthly : PIM.

PACIFIC ISLANDS

MONTHLY—SEPTEMBER,

19413

OVER THE OWEN STANLEY MOUNTAINS
What Happened Before the Japs Were

Defeated in Papua
AT the invitation of the “PIM» a Bert and "Uncle Sam" always arrived
Papuan  soldicy  has  written  this  fArst with the carriers and immediately
graphic “eye-witness's account” of what started to make a ecamp,

happened in the Owen Stanley area, just
before and just after the Japanese landed
at Gona-Buna in July, 142, and stk af
Port Movesby., This soldier already hod
had much exrpeviemce of war in Libya,
Greece, and Syria, Previously, he lved
in Papua.

SEMALL hody of troops, camped

under calico flies, were out above

Port Moresby, at McDonrald's plan-
tation, “Tlolo."

They were mostly young chaps,” and
only some of the officers had been in
action before. The rain wet evervthing.
The cooking was as good as circum-
stances permitted, which was not good.
They were stripped to a8 minimum of
equipment, This was the party who were
to make the trial march over the Owen
Stanley Range,

For days. various experts had given
opinions. We would never do it. It
could be done, All sorts of ideas—but
the main one was that it was going to
be tough.

The skipper, Captain Templeton, was
tough. He was “Uncle Sam"” to his
troops—and he looked after them better
than any of them knew. A tireless man.
he expected his men to be the same. If
energy and planning could get his com-
pany across in ‘good shape, *“Uncle
Sam" would do it

For days, the lads had marched and
been “vetted.” Equipment was checked
and rechecked. A bit more knowledge
was gained every day: but not many men
had been across—and most of them were
now in Australia. And one man travel-
ling is different to a company carrving
arms,

Even the camps had not then been
made at the various stages. The sup-
plies were a big problem. Carriers were
scarce. It was at least an eight-day
march across some of the roughest coun-
try in the world.

After one delay after another, Lisuten-
ant Kienzle arrived from ANGAT.
Kienzle had been over the track once,
and he was to be in charge of all the
transport line. He had beer a planter
and miner before the war and knew
natives well, and was a wonderful
organiser,

We started, eventually, earrying packs
and rifles, from Tolo to Ubiri—our first
night's eamp. For a little way, there was
a decent track, and mules and horses
had been over it. Some of the hills
were steep, but comparatively level, to
what we met later, We left 114 strong,
and all arrived after seven hours. The
head of the column did it much
quicker, but some lagged.

Once there, we checked all the men;
and four were deemed unfif to continue.
Lieutenant Kienzle then managed to
procure 100 natives. All packs ard food
were carried by these, plus our blankets
and two tents and food for the carriers
themselves—a rather formidable array
when it was spread out on the ground.

Bert Kienzle detailed loads and led the
column with “Uncle Sam.” They out-
stripped the rest, as both were tireless
walkers, and both had a healthy ct
for each other's powers, In asides, ey
each spoke of the other as fough and
tireless. Some of the men kept up with
gﬁ;\?: but the balance made camp much

Anyway, our second day started with
everyone sore and & bit sbHiff. We sald
good-bye to our friends, and to Captain
Kelly, who had charge of supplies—
another man of the Templeton standard
—last war honours, and still able to take
it with younger men.

Our next step was at Oirabaiwa, but

(Continued on Next Page)
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FOSTERS
LAGER

BREWED

CARLTON & UNITED BREWERIES LTD.

BY
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all that was there was one tent. How-
ever, alter strugeling up the longest hill
1 had seen to date, we came to the fop.
It took hours toe go up, and there were
s0 many false tops. At some places one
had to use hands and dig toe-holds to
scramble up. We learned to appreciate
a long staff that day.

Rifles began to weigh tons and ammu-
nitiorr wore ribs raw. Webbing and
haversacks got heavier as we sweated
and swore. Later, steps were put in on
all those hills,

By the time the last of the column
arrived, the natives, under the driving
power of Bert Kienzle, had enough huts
erected to house us all. Rain started at
a }t:m. and continued steadily all night;
h’i.l1 a reasonably dry right was had by
all,

alr was chilly, and bones and
muscles ached; but every man was

on deck in the morning. Several -

cases of diarrhoea had developed, due to

BEFTEMBER,

the terrific strain. But we all left early,
scrambling and sliding down a pr‘acipf-
tous mountain-side to a rushing stream.

Again we climbed and elimbed until, it
seemed, hours later, we looked back and
there in plain view, only a mile or so
away, was our camp of last night. How
close it was, and yet how many hours we

Thespent g&ttlngr here from it

n came a dreary trudge for hours.
We ate and went on. Water bottles
became empty and there was none to
refill with, We were right on the top of
a huge ridge. Several men to be
relieved of thelr loads, and one had to
be carried, owing to leg cramps.

The track seemed never-ending and, if
curses would have won the war, it would
have been over right daway. As soon as
one stopped, a small native bee swarmed
all over one, sucking up the salt from
the perspiration,

Then we started down, and slid, and

serambled. Knees, which had stood up

1943 —PACLIFIQ

"W

HIGHEST PRICES GIVEN.

anted to Buy—Quality Guns and Rifles
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down
%g_cr.ndly‘ ome natives came back

and helped the eick along.

ad then back came “Uncle Sam,"

looking fresh and cheerful, and he car-

ried some of his men's stufl along.

We reached Nauro, and it looked swell,
nestling under a hill on the banks of a
large creek, There was a man in charge
here, Sergeant Osborne, and he had a
good supply of native fruits and foods, so
“Unecle Sam” deeided to have a day's
spell. We really enjoyed it; and the lads
showed the benefit of if.

left the next merning, leaving one

man to follow later., A stop was

made at Menari for lunch—another

very pretty lttle spot. The morning's

walk was not too bad, but it was only a

%aiugiter to the afternoon, when we made
ogi.

Sergeant Jarret was here, and cover for
troops was available. The camp was on
the end of a spur between two creeks,

Later, much later (wherr we had come
back over that track and the Japs had
followed us), some of us saw our planes
do the best bit of strafing and bombing
here I had ever seen, blowing the houses
up and flying up and down mountain-
sides and up ereeks. One almost flew
through the doorway of orne house. Tt
was a marvellous exhibition. £

But back to our trek, From Efogi we
could see Kagi. It looked close, but we
were now used to the hills, and sus-
picious.

However, we made it by 11 am. the
next day, and spelled up for the assault
on the Gap 1 on the morrow. Ka.%
was on a spur and overlooked as far bac
as Moreshy. In fact, one could see the
searchlights at Moresby. But in daylight
the haze made objects at that distance
indicipherable.

IEUTENANT Bre\lireg::li - =
was at Kagi to us over.
was one of the coldest nlﬂlts we

had so far experienced, and “Uncle Sam"
gave the lads some rum. Captain Ste-
venson (second in command) was bar-

e

nbing, now let men

from Kokoda,

man, and “Stevenson's Mountair Brew
was reasonably popular. A mixture of
limes, hot hw:gteﬁz"}. slssugar and rum, it
helped the leep.

OD: the morrow we tackled the much-
talked-of Gap. We climbed again for a
few hours, and cr:gsded over amid moss
and rain. Vines moss were every-
where, At times, one's feet sank infto it
for several inches. The air was chilly
and damp, Water dripped continuously,
and the track was the worst to date.

We scrambled over mosscovered rocks
and swung from tree to tree, down into
icy-cold streams; and scrambled round
precipitous shoulders of the mountain,
until at last the rushivg of a large volume
of water could be heard. Still sliding,
we went down for, it seemed, hours; but
we reached, at 1 pm. Erora Creek, at
what was later ealled Templeton’s Cross-
ing (after our commander), and lunched.

From here we went on for a further
three hours, to another crossing on the
same creek, and then we had to start in
and make shelter for the troops.

Materials were scarce, and rain and
fog added to our discomfort: but we had
crossed the Owen Stanley Range. The

troops over, but far from the last

The whole Yodda_Valley o up
before us at Deniki. Little did we dream,
i (Continued on Next Page}
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Construction

of defence structures, munition an-

+ mexes, war workers' accommodation,
calls for hundreds of thousands of
Wunderlich *' Durabestos " flat and
corrugated asbestos-cement sheets.
Supplies are also available for essen-
tial civil construction.

WUNDERLICH
“DURABESTOS”

sold locally by

Island Merchanis in
Pacific groups.
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SIMPLICITY

A Trading Trip Among Unspoiled
Islands of Fiji

BY M. CHRISTIAN

IE sun was saying good-night to the

day in a glorious burst of gold and

purple as I sailed from Suva Har-
bour in the “Moce Vakaca” for the fur-
thermost part of the Fiji Group—the
Island of Ono-i-lau.

Ono-i-lau is about 200 miles south-
east of Suva and the trip was partly
pleasure and partly a trading verture. In
the hold of the eutter was a goodly sup-
ply of biscuits, tinned goods and cotton
materials and I anticipated making a fair
profit as well as having & thoroughly
enjoyable sea trip.

CThe cutter was about 10 tons and car-
ried only sail, so I was unable to give
any defivite date of my return—I was
just content to draw deep breaths of
fresh sea air and sun my body on the
small deck space. I did not care if the
trip went en indefinitely; we had plenty
of food: I could wear as little as I lked,
and being completely at home in the
Fijian larpuage and customs, T looked
forward with the deepest sense of plea-
sure to the weeks ahead.

If took the “Moce Vakaca" three weeks
to reach Ono-i-lau; weeks of sheer lazi-
ness, sometimes becalmed for a few days
with nothing in sight but the glassy sur-
face of the sea, hardly broken by a
ripple. Occasionally a turtle came to

Allen Taylor & Co. Ltd.

COMMERCIAL ROAD, ROZELLE,
SYDNEY

Sawmillers and Wholesale Suppliers of Hardwoods for
Constructional

es
GIRDERS . . . PILES . . . POLES . . . SLEEPERS, Etc. |I

—0—
EXPORTING TO PACIFIC ISLANDS SINCE 1893

Purpos
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the surface and floated lifel for a
few minutes, then dived out of sight, and
once in the distarce I noticed some
whales spouting.

The meaning of the cutter's name in
ihe Fijian language Is “bad night's sleep.”
But the sturdy little craft was mis-
named, for I never before enjoyed such
peaceful nights of unbroken sleep—no
vibration, and the only sounds were the
flap of the sails, creaking ropes and the
sonorous voice of the steersman as he
gave orders to change tack.

CTUALLY, the trading trip was not

a greal success, as the natives were

just recovering from the effects of

a severe hurricare, and had very little
produce to barter, But, with true Fijian
hospitality, they did me well with great
dishes of prawns curried in coconut milk,
fish eooked in the earth ovens (which
enables all the delicious flavour of the
fish to be retained) and plenty of native
vegetables, cooked in the same manner.

These primitive ovens still hold pride
of place with the natives of Fiji. Great
stones are heated, and then all charred
wood and ashes are raked away and the
food, wrapped i layers of banana oOr
taro leaves, placed on top of the hot
stones; then more layers of leaves; and,
lastly, the whole covered with sand or
earth. The food can be left for hours
and when the natives are ready to have
their meal, the sand is raked away and
the bundles of leaves containing the fish,
fowl, or whatever the dish may be, as
well as the vegetables, are lifted out,
pipirg hot, and all the flavours preserved.

Being the guest of honour on the
island, I was entertained to a moke
(dance) of some twenty girls and, believe
me, they were the picked belles of the
place. Beaufiful figures, clad only in a
gaily-coloured skirf of croton leaves,
with hibiscus or franji-pani in their
hair and leis about their recks, they
swaved in perfect unison, expressing the
theme of dance, The meke which
most. appealed to me represented waves
breaking on the seashore.

First, the girls crouched low and made
little rushes, like the small ripples of the
tide coming up the beach; then the
rushes became stronger, as if the waves
were gathering force as the tide rose
higher; until the finale of white foam,
or the crest of the bip waves, dashing
up in full force and breaking against the
rocks on the shore, was perfectly illus-
trated by small girls with white fapa
wound round their heads, perched on
the backs of the older girls.

T last, the time came to bid farewell,
and we heaved up the anchor to
the haunting strains of “Isa Lel”

The song reminded me of a chorus
played on a grard organ, so wonderfully
did the deep base of the male voices
harmonise with the sweeter notes of the
women,

On the way home, the trip was un-
eveniful, except for an amazing example
of the native command over the inhabit-
ants of the deep.

I had often heard of Fijians ealling
turtle to the surface, and T have actually
seen it accomplished. But, on this pcea-
slon, T saw a shark called right along-
side the “Moce Vacaka” It happened
this way. 3 .

We were becalmed, midway belween
the islands of Totoya and Moala, about
100 miles from Suva, and, for something
to da, I climbed to the cross-piece tn
have a look around. The crew were

7 ‘about the deck. some sleeping,
seated abou

others yarning, and a few playing

favourite game of cards, As my gaze
idly searched the broad expanse of sea
calm and smooth as a mirror, noticed
the dorsal fin of a shark, sbout 150
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vards away, Judging by the size of the
fin, I estimated the shark to be some
twenty feet long,

I called out to the native skipper that
there was a large shark nearby. He
looked up, with a smile, and asked if I
would like to have a closer look, I
tauntingly told him to whistle it up, as
I had heard of such tales.

He prepared some native grog and
poured some of the liquid over the side
of the boat, at the same time chanting
some urintelligible words, and in less
than a twinkling of an eye the shark was
right alongside and I could have touched
it with my hand.

I ran to my cabin and got a hook,
and, having no bait, I opened & tin of
corned meat and tore off a plece of my
mosquito net to hold, inserted the hook
and ran to the side of the vessel. The
shark turned away in disdain, and the
Fijians laughed and told me I could not
hope to hook the shark as it was “Daka-
waga” (meaning, the devil)., I then
tried to lassoo the shark, but it merely
swam round the other side.

Presently, the skipper poured some
more grog over the side, accompanied by
the weird chant; and, with a flick of
its tail, the shark disappeared, and I saw
it no more.
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W. H. DONALD CAPTURED BY THE JAPANESE

Mr. W. H. Donald, formerly personal
adviser to General Chiang Kai-shek, was
captured by the Japanese in the Philip-
pines when the Pacific war broke out,
while he was en route from the South

Pacific to China, Mr. Donald was lasi
heard of in Fiji and other Pacific Terri-

tories in 1841, and there had been some
]ur&c[:lertaintsr as to what had happened to
1 i

This photograph was taken in January,
1941, when Mr. Donald (second from
right) was entertained by the Chinese
community of Suva.

The imgression with which I stepped
ashore after my trip was the futility of
striving for what we call the comforts of
civilisation, when the real simf)licny and
meaning of life are so amply demon-
strated by a handful of native men ard
women, happy as the day is long, with
plenty to eat and drink, glorious sun-
shine and freedom, and with no financial
WOrries,

HARRY J. YOUNG PTY. LTD.,

379 KENT STREET, SYDNEY

EXPORT REPRESENTATIVES F'ER o Sl
Bond’s Industries Ltd.

Manufacturers of Hosiery and Underwear. Cotton Spinners.

Cottee’s Passiona Ltd.
Makers of PASSIONA, Fruit Cordials, Fountain Syrups,
Fruit Spreads, Peanut Butter and Peanut Products.
Harry Peck & Co. (Aust.) Pty. Ltd.

Makers of the famous “Anchovette’” Fish Paste.
Specialists in Potted Delicacies.

INQUIRIES THROUGH YOUR USUAL CHANNELS WILL RECEIVE

An old New Guinea resident, Mr. J.
Guy Lowe, formerly a plantation manager
in New Britain, has sent us what he be-
lieves to be the last “Permit to Leawe"
issued In New Guinea prior to the
Japanese invasion and the evacuation of
the Administration. It is No. 6,426, and
it was issued to Mr. Lowe by the Collector
of Customs, at Wau, on January 23, 1943,
Mr. Lowe is keeping it as a curiosity. But
as the permit to return does not expire
until January 23, 1944, Mr. Lowe still has
hopes that he may yet make use of it.
Has anyone got a “Permit to Leave"
dated after January 23, 19422

Recent official departures from New
Caledonia include M. Puaux (head of the
Economic Bureau and former Vice-Con-
sul in Sydney, transferred to Pretoria):

M. Gaillard (head of Fina art-
ment, transferred 0 Central Afrieay: PROMPT ATTENTION.
Major and Madame Redel and Captain Bankers: Bank of New South Wales,
Da Costa.
To-day ALUMINIUM and ITS ALLOYS are flying over the Pacific—assisting to drive the enem
from his island bases. = 4
When victory comes aluminium will return again in those various
applications we once could buy and which ranged from aluminium cooking
utensils to aluminium truck body panels.
This Company looks forward to furnishing civilian requirements when
defence demands have been fully satisfied.
PLATE SHEET . BTRIP . SLABS CIRCLER . TUBING ROD BAR
AL1.43. WIRE . SECTIONS FORGINGS ALLOY INGOT ; HARDENERS,

AUSTRALIAN ALUMINIUM COMPANY
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