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order to establish a rubber plantation sﬂn TWO YOUNG AIRMEN FROM THE ISLANDS
the north-east eoast; Alexander, b y :

exploring gold possibilities in Misima; :

all those planters in Papua and New
Guinea who were just _beginning o reas
a Jittle profit from their new coffes an
geon enterprises.

& Could :m_\%hing beat the irony of what
befell the coconub-planters ol I\‘TEW
Guinea! For years, copra prices Were
down at bread-and-butter level, but they
hung on—they were sure that something
would happen to give them a break.
Perhaps they thought that Edgar Wal-
lace's Four Just Men would come to life
and slay Mr. Unileyer. Then, just as
the break was coming, the Japanese
arrived and forced them away, Copra
now is £25 per ton—or any price you like
to ask for it—and the planters are kick-
ing their heels in Australia and the nuts
are rotiing under the trees. e

Here in Australia, they are ratiomng
desiccated coconut, The desiccated coco-
nut mills at Pondo, Lindenhaven, Gili-
gili, ete., kept going courageously through
all the bad times, now are shut ofl from
the market and are out of action,

Big and little oil interests, after spend-
ing enormous sums on the search In
Papua, were probably on the point of
finding a payable well when the walk-

out order came, This wvaluable
still is

lost,
And that is not half the story.

Mrs. L. Twynam, a missionary who was
evacuated from the Fly River district of

Papun, arrived in Auckland, NZ

home town) in May.

on the Allied side of the battle-
frorit—but it Is idle, and time iz being

These two young airmen are sons of
Mrs, J. E. Bentley, now a resident of
Auckland, and well known in- the Pacific
Territories. Both boys have lived in Fiji,
Gilbert and Elice Colony, and Tulagi
tSolomon  Islands). The elder, on the
left, is Robert W. Bentley, 22. He joined
the New Zealand Air Foree as a pilot in
1939, was obliged by ill-health to retire,
but is now undergoing training, abroad,

as 4 navigator.

He was prominent in
Auckland as an athlete, and was a par-

ticularly  successful  ericketer. The
younger, on the right, is Murray Wal-
dron Bentley, born in Levuka, 20 years
ago. He joined the NZ Air Force at the
age of 18, and now is a Hurricane pilot
in England. He also excelled in athletic
sports.

RUBBER FROM PAPUA

And Bathos From the Sydney

which is really the Territory under

Duteh East Indies one of the world's
ireasure-houses, )

The Army i3 making a systematie
survey of the resources and doing more

i o 2 AT e e
Teleqgraph” discussion by the young gentleman, —bullding roads and developing supply
Jmp was prducing ﬁoniy about 1.5003 !;mﬁ routes, lack of which made New Guinea |
Th e T R per annuin when war came. uwt @  exploitable only by large-scale capi- |
: Th ,I*I:J‘I\ g appeared  in great deal of planting has been done  talists.
Sydney “Telegraph” of July 8. in recent years.) |
from that jowrnals “reprose Plantation men with many years ex- (If the man is talking about New
at an operationgl base”, perience have been recruited and given Guinea, there is much in_what he
- : commissioned rank o run the plan- says. If he is discussing Papua, he |
army officers have taken control of all  {ations on blitz production methaods They is merely babbling, New Guinow hos
rubber plantations in the New Guinea are already achieving results. G enormons  resources;  and,  having

supply the Allied war machine.
Rubber-growing iz probalbly
strangest  job ever undertaken
Australian Army in the front line.
It is not
the
times, o
Papuan

number of

rubber-growers  have

specially enlisted in the forces there,
m order that they may be detailed
The com=
¢ there is
sponsihile, now, for the administration
of the Teorritory, which includes care

to rubber-plantation work,
mander of the forces

of plantations.)

Rubber is one more reason why New

Guinea must be held.

With more than 90 per cent. of the
in Japanese
hands, New Guinea’s once lnﬁnit%simal
contribution to the world’s rubber stocks
has assumed a new and vital significance.

4 alms at rationalisation
of New Guinea rubber resources to ex-
tract the last drop from latex-bearing

world's rubber production

Army contral

_They hope to speed up rubber produec-
tion substantially in the coming wear to

by an

7 being  “undertaken
rmy”. As has been slated many
experienced

The best native labour now available
in Australian New Guinea gravitated to
the rubber plantations.

As enemy bombers roar overhead in
raids and doghights with our intercepting
forces the rubber production race con-
tinues, :

Hundreds of rubber-tappers and fac-
tory workers go on with their jobs
scarcely looking up at the air war which
may decide the ownership of New
Guinea's immense undeveloped resources.

(Plain hyperbole—the sort of stuff
beloved of puppy-dog jowrnalism,)

‘When this war i8 won New Guinea
can never return te ils old status as an
anthropological museum and an experi-
mental area for native culture. Who-
ever owns it will develop it.

(This cheap sweer at the regime
of the late Bir Hubert Muirray is
typical of the stuff provided by the
arnamental woung gentlemen who
have gone to Papua as “war corres-
pondents”.  The work done by Sir
Hubert Murrey as a tropical adminis-
trator awd protector of nutive peoples

also very large revenwes from the
gold industry, it should hove been
developed during the past 20 wears.
The laziness of both Canbeyra and
Rabaul in this yvegard, for two de-
codes, is well worth awriting abouwt.

But Papua was o different case.
Papua had no revenues worthy of
the mame—nothing with which to
carry out development, Even the
administrution could be carried on
only  wodestly  and  with
cconomy, beocause of the smallness
uf the Commonwealth grants, made
with obviows veluctance cach year.
Sir Hubert Murray, for 20 years,
tried in every possible way to en-
courage new industries—but whal
could one man do with the miserable
Junds allowwed Kim?

The “Telegraph” cannot bo ex-
peeted to know that it was Sir
Hubert Murray’s single-handed fight
in Canberra, about 1936, which pre-
vewted the Papuan rubber industry
from being wiped out altogether by
the greedy and  rathless  rubber

areas, will be remembered long after the monopoly—waorking undergrownd, of
cfr’hr.’ulooscr use: of the term “Telegraph” and its ryepresentatives so:tm. Australian  rubber nany-
Guinea” may be deliberate, are decently buried and forgotten.) ) ere :

political  purposes;
due to ignorance.

the Mondated Territory.
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bt probably is
e to i No rubber worth
mentioning ds—or was—produced in

Papua,

Small-scale experiments have proved
the practicability of producing tea, coffee,
cocoa, quinine, tobacco, spices, and all
the other products which made the

facturers weve quite _.timﬂuﬂ&fim to.
seeing the vamp go through—they
did not want to g];;' bothered with

an  rubber.
Shaniing g b

s SR

gieat

s
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For the following
intevesting  and  half- B
forgotten chapter n -
the history of pioneer

Lendon Missionary
Society work in Takiti
we are indebted to -
My. W. W. Bolton, .
MA, a resident of
Papeete, who, as @
hobtiby, has carried out

much  historical  re-
wegrch in Tahiti. When
the first LMS mis-
sionaries came 1o
Tahiti n 1797, they
were made a grant of
land by the Tahitiars.
Subsegquently, o8 o
result of friction and
political changes, the
validity of the grant
was called into gues-
tion. Mr. Bolton here
briefly outlines the
story—mostly  as an
coplanation  of the
siriking picture which

ACCOTRBanies this
artiele.

ATAVAIL, which

includes Point

Venus, was no
mere loan to the first
arrivals of the LMS,
It was an outright
gift, though they
sought only land for
their residence.

These  facts are
elearly shown by the
following extract from

their  daily Cession of Mataval',

Jowrnal, 4 Cip y s, i r

The above is a copy of the original steel engraving,
hy order of the Loundon ary Suoe
The mflml ‘was given to Mr. Bolton

, draw.
to llh:h‘ﬂn "!'ha

written by Jefferson, piesented by Mr. Bolfon Lo the British Consulate at Papeete,
the secretary, AN where now it hangs. Mr, F, Simpson made
The following desoription of the figeres In the
1801, after a meet-ing picture was prepared for us by Mr. Bolon:—

In the centre of the piat
Pomare (Tl the wre Tu the Younger (Pomare 1) and his. first wife, Tetuanui,
Elder), Captain James Below her stunds Tu the Elder (the first Y.
Wilson (who had just rieht (and bebind) is Haapai, his father, On Haapal's right
arrived in the “Royal is wne uwl his daughters, with Mouroa, her h
Admiral™) and fhe Heepal balf crouching, is the aged priest, Mane Mane, speak-
Faad ing for Tu anid making offer of the land. Below him, in the
e S foreground, sits Tetua-nul-rela, the second wife of Tu the

doetion.

entry dated July 13,
held between the first

missionaries,
that “Captain Wilson,
reminding him of his
having formally made
over the district of Mataval to the mis-
sionaries, and asking if we were still to
consider it as ours, he answered we were;
and deslred to know if we wished for the
native inhabitants to remove out of it.
We replied that we did not want that or
their land, but only a residence on it
And, again, when on March 6, 1818,
Nott, accnmpamed by Hayward, re- visited
Mataval for the first time &ince the flight
of December, 1808, he writes to Hassall
at Sydney, NSW, on the 18th anniver-
siry of their ﬁr';t landing together:—
“Our old neighbours informed us that
the ground where our houses and gAr-
dens formerly stood, and the whole of
the district from Taraa to Tapahi, the
boundaries of the distriet, should be ours,

if we would return to reside Among t.hem.

again”

The above clear evidence of rightful
bossession, even if it be reduced % the
Point where they had dwelt, was clearly
utterly unknown when, on March 18,
1851, the annual Tahitin.n Legislative
Assmnhly met and formally declared—
Commandant Brual assenting (undey the
French Protectorate; he did not become
Governor until Tahiti became a French
e S D e e

e or thej

and their churches y e
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Eller, und the mother of Tu the Younger, It b

his historieal work, and was

On the left hand of Tu the Younger (centre of pleture)
is Peter the Swede, ueling as interpreter. The woman Just
behind him s Ites, the first wife of Ta the Elder; and on
FPeter's right, a little hack, ]

this exeellent repro-

on the shoulders of slaves

By him
On_ his

Below

is
back, are two of (he missionaries (names
younger man, standing with hand in waisteoat, h: 'ﬂ'mim
Wilson, nephew of Captain James Wilson, the ¥
the “Duff”, and who bm:hl out the “Royal &MM" in
stands Captain

stands  Jefferson. The mi niwtunnry to  Jeffers
unknown, Then come Mr. and Mr
the ground, is Paitin, the Sub-chief of the
Note the breadfruit

Mount Aorani, The
the missionaries, on the right, is the “Bligh house", built by
the elder Tu for Bligh, whose return he confidently expeoted.
the first of the new arrivals,

Is i’anma. 1ten's parame
On Ttea's kﬂ, mmw..

ames Wilson, mshet'iﬁn@

Mrs. Henry: and, seated m
Distriet,

tree and the coconni palm, and
dwelling, the wall of which Is just behind

& LMS, in Imdan. naturally com-
ge}ained bﬁterlx ~ such wmplebe obli-
ration of their rigl

Once, Point Venus was a live xpot and

2 heautiful one. Here stood the
I-Iouse and the “British House”,
Chapel and the Store House, blnr:k—
smith’s forge, and the would-be “Prini-
ing House".

A report senthomem.miy 1&28 by
Messrs. Tyerman and Benn

homes, Point Venus has a forlorn
Polnts'\!er};m. the fairest pqrtion of ]gi%
time Mata des brighter and

eS8
a better fate than its lot.

MISSIONARIES IN PAPUA
WHEN Rev. E. R. Fenn and Re‘v 85 H
Wi }:-‘_ -




Pacific islands monthly : PIM.

Page 17
nla.obj-314956330
National Library of Australia




Pacific islands monthly : PIM.

Page 18
nla.obj-314956468
National Library of Australia




Pacific islands monthly : PIM.

Page 19
nla.obj-314956598
National Library of Australia




Pacific islands monthly : PIM.

— - - ————

JULY, 1042-PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY

Modern Refrigeration for the South Sea Islands

The ELECTROLUX «KerOSENE OPERATED
| REFRIGERATOR

THE
MIRACLE
MA(E){;TEL oF
MODERN ICE
SCIENCE FROM

HEAT

ELECTROLUX OFFERS ECONOMICAL, MODERN AND COMPLETELY EFFICIENT
REFRIGERATION FOR ISLANDS’ HOMES.

FREEZES CONTINUOUSLY WHILE SMALL LAMP BURNS.

Freezing controlled by simply regulating height of flame, Uses only § gallon of kerosene per week.
MOTORLESS . . . NO PARTS TO GET OUT OF ORDER.
MODEL L22 MODEL L380 MODEL LK550
Capaoity L (as illustrated) L Capacity
2.3 cubic feet. Capacity 4 cuble feet. 5.5 cuble feef,

GUARANTEED FOR TWO YEARS.
® Write to your Local Distributor for prices and full detailg._

OBTAINABLE FROM ALL W. R. CARPENTER & CO. LTD.
BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE ISLANDS
Representation in Papua and New Hebrides.
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the north-east coast, the survivors turned
back.

Lawson reached Houtree again on
February 8, 1873, embarked on a Chinese
junk (one of the several which were
used to ftrade to that port) sailed to
Banda, where he suffered from dysentery
for two months, and then to Singapore,
Calcutts, and Europe.

THELLO'S tales to the attentive
Desdemona evidently (to use a mod-
ern phrase) “had nothing on” the

gallant Lawson; and in the then state
of public ignorance of, but widespread
interest in, New Guinea, it is not remark-
able that a publisher should be willing
to print so attractive, plain and unvar-
nished a tale, and one so apparently
authoritative, related by the chief par-
ticipant in the remarkable adventures.

But the sceptic, like the poor, is always
and uncomfortably with us. One of the
species remarked: “Here is a man who,
in five short months, all but crosses a
mighty island, full of ‘antres vast and
deserls idle', and is fortunate enough to
find the tallest tree, the highest grass,
the biggest apes, the largest daisies and
swallows, by far the most gigantic moun-
tain in the world, and one of the finest
waterfalls”; and, “Few travellers have
escaped as he did out of the very jaws
of the moolah, a beast the existence of
which many zoologists have doubted—and
still doubt.” ;

The London “Athenaeum” pointed out
that Mount Hercules could not be in New
Guinea at all, but hundreds of miles out
at sea: Captain J. Moresby, RN, who
had recently been engaged in hydro-
graphic work in that very quarter of the
lobe, scheduled numerous “difficulties”
n the narrative of the explorer which
required explanation or parallel proof.
For instance, the position of the village
of Houlree, given by Lawson with such
exactitude, is, said Moreshy, “in the sea,
about one mile from the west end of
Bristow Island and six miles from the
low wooded coast of New Guinea, touch-
Ing a locality marked in the Admiralty
charts, ‘shallow flats', and ‘heavy rollers’.”

Curiously, Lawson seems not to have
noticed the great Fly River and its tribu-
taries, which would certainly have been
across his line of march northward from
the coast,

Alas, also, the harbour authorities of
Sydney must have been negligent, in
that they failed to record the 230-ton
vessel “Nautilus”, and her departure
from Sydney. Perhaps Captain Dobbs
acted here, as Lawson reports he did
later at Houtree, when he “slipped slyly
out of the bay on the night of July &
and went off without paying for the
cargo which had been entrusted to him
by the Houtreans, an actlon,” said Law-
son, feelingly, “of the meanest sort.”

Under the barrage of criticism the book

was withdrawn.

As an authentic narrative of explora-
tion, “Wanderings in New Guinea" can-
not be ranked high; but as a work of
fietion it is rather good, and as an essay
in the art of leg-pulling it is really a fine
performance. I have wondered what, if
anything, the Captain got out of it. Was
his audacity (as virtue proverbially is)
its own, and only, reward?

Mr. and Mrs., H. E. Standen, who have
conducted the very isolated Bamu River
Mission, in Western Papua, for several
years, arrived in Sydney in June, after
having obeyed orders to evacuate, Mr.
Standen has joined a speecialist section
of the RAAF. Mrs. Standen sought a
war job connected with nursing; but, up
to date, has been set aside owing to her
tendency to develop bouts of mniarla
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BOOM IN COOK IS. COPRA

From Our Own Correspondent

RAROTONGA, April 27.

FTER awaiting a copra steamer for

over three years, Rarotonga mer-

chants are now congratulating
themselves on a chance of having all
available copra lifted. The whole quan-
tity, amounting to about 1,000 tons, is
under an agreement to purchase, at a
comparatively Ifavourable price, by the
Canadian Government.

Although the copra was mostly bought
at a very low price at outlying islands
and brought to Rarotonga by schooner,
local merchants have had to withstand
heavy losses in storage, insurance and
loss of weight during the long period

19

awaiting shipment. It may be regarded
as sheer luck that present conditions in
the Pacific have increased the import-
ance of such a comparatively insignifi-
cant guantity.

A proposal has already been put for-
ward by W. R, Carpenter & Co., acting
in eonjunction with the Canadian Gov-
ernment, to purchase the whole of this
year's production of copra in the Cook
Islands. It is therefore probable that
copra-making in the outer islands will
once again become profitable.

Unfortunately, the present bearing of
Rarotonga palms is hardly enough fo
provide sufficient eating nuts for the
island's increasing population. A few,
however, of the larger plantations have
made preparations to resume copra
produetion.

FOSTERS
LAGER

CARLTON & UNITED BREWERIES LTD.

BY

A
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rrity, who was a lay W

wc?glzer P:T:fr 1:11‘:;;&I Meﬁnemn L%lss&mi in MARAMA OF

the New Hebrides untumae ;ﬂ:ﬁb t.ryu:: ; MOOREA

ago, now_is studying for
College House, Christchurch, NZ. .
Nurse Mary Clipstone, Church of Colourful Chapter Df

Christ missiopary in the New Hebrides,

has rofirmed to Victrls ~ Tahitian History

Rev. G. H, Cranswick, DD, form-
Lrlv "Bishop of Gippsland, VIcLurla has BY W, W. BOLTON, MA
taken up duties as chairman of fhe Aus- _
tralian Board of Missions, in succe%sTi?Jn M et MG WL & rvent
to the late Canon J. S. Needham. I:ha% heiressman, mmh mmhut.h b
ABM is the Anglican organisation power. W s

maintains the New Guinea Mission was, in 1620-1891, a matier of grave con-
Papua. cern -ta many in Tahiti.

The second Pomare’s only son (his
second) was but an infant in arms, as

had been the flrst at his death. There
was thus no chance for Pomare II to
increase his grip on things. The main

‘aspirant for her hand was Tupu (other-

> ® wise known as Tati II) the son of Tafi I,

The worlds F|“35t Chief of Papara, on Tahiti,
= - The old Chief Tati was Pomare's
Olive Oil friend; but the Paparans had never
been other than antagonistic, and might
San Franciscoe later renew the struggle, with such an

addition to their strength.

PRESCOTT Pty.Ltd.

SUSSEX ST., SYDNEY.
are sole wholesale agents for

PINEAPPLEBACON&HAMS
DAISY BRAND BUTTER

375" BUTTER in TINS 1ib.-2Ib.-5lb. Sizes.

LEA & PERRINS’ Sauces

and Most other Super-Quality Lines of the Trade,such as Cheese, Eggs, Ete.

Steamships ‘l‘rading
Company Limited

PORT MORESBY ———— SAMARAI — PAPUA.

WHOLESALE & RETAIL MERCHANTS, SHIPOWNERS,
PLANTERS, ENGINEERS & SLIP PROPRIETORS.
Customs, Shipping, Insurance, and Forwarding Agents.

MANAGING AGENTS AND VISITING REPRESENTA-
TIVES FOR COCONUT AND RUBBER ESTATES.

SYDNEY REPRESENTATIVES Nalson & Robertson Pty. Ltd,
Spring S

CLIENTS PLEASE NOTE

Temporary War Address—
C/o Nelson & Robertson Pty. Ltd.,
12 Spring St., Sydney.
WRITE, CABLE, OR CALL
STEAMSHIPS TRADING COMPANY LIMITED
Cable Address: "'Steamships”’.
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To fortify himself, Pomare arranged an
agreement that all children of the mar-
nageshmﬁdmn'ymmthnmwmal

Three daushters, no son;, were born;
and the young women had idxasnf%.heir
own, Aouting their parents’ and grand-
parents’ plans as to t.heir future.

The eldest, Ariioehau, led off by marry-
ing an Englishman, Alexander Salmon,
and to her we owe it to-day that we
know the reason of her mother's high
rank. great wealth and power.

PON Ariioehau's marriage, she took
the mnative name of her husband
(which had been bestowed upon

him by Queen Pomare IV upon his first
arrival) as her own; an action closely
‘akin to our own fashion of the wife
taking the surname of her husbhand. Her
“Memoirs” are a mine of information as
to the past. One gathers that in her
old age she dictated them, in the first
instance, to her younger daughter,
Marau, who had acquired a good know-
ledge of English by attendance at a
school in Auckland, NZ

Those “Memoirs” are in a volume not
casily to be secured to-day, the two edi-
tions of 1893 and 1901 being very limited.
Good fortune, a while ago, plal:ed a cﬂ
in the writer's hands: and
story in outline.

Genealogy was ever a strong point
with Tahitians and the “Memoirs” play
up to it in full. Dealing with her
mother’s people, Ariitaimai takes her
reader across the ten-miles strait, to the
neighbouring islands of Moorea, where
to-day the main villages are Papetoai,
Maharepa, Haapiti and Afareaitu; but,
in earlier days there was Nuurua, adjoin-
ing Haapiti, and Its Chief was Punua.
The Chief of Haapiti was the Marama, &
name attached to the office.

SMALL sub-district of the village
Punaauia, on Tahiti, was occupied
by the Atiroo, whose leaders were
relatives of both these Moorean Chiefs.
The Atiroo therefore had the right of
hospitality being extended to them at
any time that they saw fit, and many
crossed over to Nuurua and were kindly
received.
A visit of this sort was always a seri-

ous matter, for such guests might choose

remain  permanently, and custom
required that land should be given them
to dwell on. These Atiroo did remain,
but Punua gave them no land. It was
from the Marama of Haapiti they re-
ceived it. As the Marama's guesis they
settled down, and, in course of time,
spread also into Nuurua.

lmm their Chief fell himself strong
enough to declare his entire inde-
pendence of his-relatives, and sef
up & Marae of his own, instead of having
a seat in that of the Marama, in

< Haapitl.

This was not only a great insult, Imt
p:‘actically a declaration of war,
Marama, at that time, wasawuman.a.nd
she had no wish to take up the chal-

But their next insult created a
b]md feud and forced her hand.

Kite-flying was a favourite amuse-

ment. both of men and boys, even as it
to-day. The Atiroos were to hold a
great feast, with flying of kites; and.in

a mlrit. of mischief, four boys of
Marama’s people, the sons of one
mother, d to take part in the Iite-
uninvi ﬁedﬂ v mkigse

Atiroos Dew. their :
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NO QUININE g—:gm!}:a;laﬁl‘ih?vﬂﬁ'mduct out of the eN wlTH THE
devside barkminiy b s DANCE !
exiens = :
One Effect of Loss of  SHEEE SRS i e reein
Java as long as waiting to secure a reason-  Novel Features of Village Life

WING to the loss of Java, the world
is faced with a grave shortage of
guinine, the chief ingredient of the

war against malaria,

The Duteh had a monopoly of gquinine
production in the Netherlands Indies, and
they kept such a grip on the trade that
there is no aceumu]al_:!m& of stocks from
which supplies may be drawi.

<.\uinimE pcnmes from the bark of the
inchona tree, also known as Jesuit's
ark or Peruyian bark, a nalive of the
n slopes of the Andes in Peru,
a, and Ecuador. Until 50 years ago
world's supply came from Peru. Then
the Duteh started plantations in Java

able supilg by planting cinchona trees,
which take 12 years to mature. Atten-
tion is being given to substitutes and to
the making of synthetic quinine. 3

Australia may be able to help in the
search for substilules. We have a so-
called quinine tree. The bark contains a
bitter substance reputed to have proper-
ties similar to those of quinine.

This tree, known to seience as Peta-
lostigma  guadriloculare, is also called
native quince, crab-tree, and emu apple.
It is widely distributed in New South
Wales and Queensland, and extends to
Western Australia. In addition to the
prineiple reputed to act like quinine, the
bark yields a camphor-like essential oil
and brownish-yvellow dyes,
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3bulnlbk from all Lending Grocery Stores.
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CANNED ENGLISH FRUITS

CANNED ENGLISH
VEGETABLES
CUSTARD POWDER

OLD ENGLISH MARMALADE
JELLY CRYSTALS, ETC.

Write to Department A.,

Chivers and Sons, Lid., Histon, Cambridge, England, for aitractive Recips Book.

in Melanesia

A South Seas missionary, writing in
happier days before 1939, describes some
novel features of Melunesian dancing.
IN most countries, dancing is a very

seriou?tsmatber_. Hrtiré: in the South

Seas its type wva according to
outlook and culture; but sexes are not
given the opportunity of looking into
each other’s eyes to the plaintive rhymes
of “blue” and “yeoo”, or “skies” and
“eyes"—for, In most cases, sexes dance
apart and in some places the songs they
sing are simply words in some dialect
or other strung together to & tune that
suits a simple scale. b 1

Probably it is for this reason—the fact
that they use poems passed by word of

A Papuan decked for the dance.

mouth from remote villages, where lan-
guages are completely different—that
makes the local Papuan dances seem
Incking in fire and vigour. One is coun-
selled to see Papuan dancing first, and,
later, other Melanesian dancing, to really
appreciate both.

Here in Papua all the dancers sing,
and each carries a tubular drum, He
hasn't heard of Tennyson's “Brook”, but
when he starts dancing there's a feeling
that he may go on for ever, But it ends
when he is footsore, and muscle-bound
from clearing a patch of grass as long
as his “stamping ground” extends; when
his feathers, at first splendid tossing
plumes, seem to droop with him; when
the oil from his body, mixed with per-
spiration, mingles with the red paint

that once decorated (in
; trical lines

erfully
symme es) his charcoal-blackened
face. He is fit, then, for “consolation”.

There is no substitute
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