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drank grog unresirainedly. They dranic
anly at chiefly festivals or communal
gatherings, and fthey were slrong men,
and energetic at gardening and attend-
ing to things pertaining to their welfare,
and food was abundani, their houses be-
ing well stocked.

A matter of only a few years b:}:\k
there was little excess in grog-drinking
by the natives, a% Government regu-
lations énforeed retirement in all villages
at 11 pm., and so any gatherings or
drinking ceremonies ceased al that hour.

“A visit te almost any village in Fiji
now reveals drinking bouts of grog aill
through the night, till daybreak. Neither
the CGovernment nor the churches (ex-
cepting perhaps ane body) appear to
concern themselves; or attempt to stop
what is a growing menace (o the health
and prosperity of a wonderful people.”

—"Dautalanoa.”
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STRANGE POLITICAL EVENTS IN
FRENCH COLONIES

De Gaulle Interference Causes Muddle in Pacific

THERE is political trouble in New
Caledonia, blame for which must
be laid at the door of the Free French
Administration, in London. The lat-
ter’s well-meaning interference with
the administration of the Free French
colonies in the South Pacific has
caused an explosion, of which repeated
warnings were given in this journal.
_The Tfollowing Australian Associated
Press message was published in “Sydney
Morning Herald” on May 22:—

The Washington correspondent of the “New
York Times" says thai a conflict beiween the
twn Free French Governors of New Caledonia

Inec. in Fijl
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“

has p a a5 “state of den isation'’,
and that the United States has appealed to
General de Gaulle to iron out (he affair for Lhe
sake of the common eause,

The civil Governor, M, Sautot, snd (he mili-
tary Governor, Rear-Admiral Thierry d‘Argenticu,
are =0 violenily opposed that an urmed olash
was only narrowly averted. i "

M. Sautol, although supported by the Popu-
lnce, eventunlly lefi for New Zealand, on his

way to L Rear-Adn @ how-
ever, I by & lace, pre-
ferred. alse to leave New Caledonia for am

undisclosed French Pacifie Tslaml, Therefore,
New © is at p t without a Governor.

The correspondent adds that simitar diffleulties
are reporied from wother Free
such as Syria und Equatorial Africs, and i
conflicts are reported from the centre of the
Free French movement, His military followers
want General de Gaulle to ndhere to o sirlet
military programme, but others urge the adop-
tion of more political objectives.

That last paragraph pariicularly is
signifieant. It indicates thal the candi-
tions which created the eclash in New
Caledonia are not peculiar to New Cale-
donia, and that the basis of the trpuble
lies in London

FRENCHMEN AND VICHY
TD get a clear understanding of the
South Pacific position it is necessary
to recount some war and political
history of the past two years,

Rear-Admiral Thierry d'Argenlien.

When  France collapsed and  sur-
rendered to the Huns in June, 1940, the
huge administrative organisation of the
French Coloninl Empire was paralysed
with amazement and shock. The officials,
all over the world, did not know what to
do. Their pride revolted at the thought
of laking orders from Germans, but
their dominating wish was 1o preserve
the greal French Empire somohaow.

o) t we have we held” was not
written originally about the French; but
it applies more directly to the French
than any people on earth, A jealous
determination never to give up any of
his land is inherent in the character of

every Frenchman,
‘The clever Teuton manoeuvre of ﬂ-
ot i e
nd ereating at Vichy

tench regions,
urther

i e
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TELERADIO 3B

Profect your business and personal interests

by installing Teleradio 3B Radio-Telephone

communication apparatus. . . . Instantaneous

contact with the outside world has become a

necessity in households beyond the reach of -
landlines . . . not only to expedite businese
Iransactions bul to provide a means o

acquiring medical or other service in times

of emergency.

AW.A. Radio Stations at Suva, Rabaul, Pt. ¢ ;
Moresby and other Island Centres will be :
gladtosupplyinformationonthisequipmeni‘.

AMALGAMATED WIRELESS (A/SIA) LIMITED

47 YORK STREET, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
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